TOKYO fR) — Syrian Foreign Minister Farouk A1 Sharaa 
reiterated on Saturday that be would welcome Japan's partidpa- 
boa in a U.N. peacekeeping mission on the Golan Heidis. "We 
l hope that the two Japanese fact-finding missions mil make a 
1 favourable decision on the matter," a Japanese Foreign Ministry 
official quoted Mr- Sharaa as telling Foreign Ministry Yobei Kono. 
Following the recent return of two fact-finding missions to the 
Middle East, Japan is expected to announce this month its decision 
to send troops to join a U.N. peacekeeping force policing the 
Golan Heights. Mr. Sharaa added that, if Japan decided to send 
peacekeepers, Syria would receive them with respect. He had- 
made a similar comment when he met members of a Japanese 
mission in Syria. Mr. Sharaa arrived in Japan on Saturday on a 
two-day visit. He stopped over in Tokyo on his way to Indonesia 
after attending a conference in New York to review the nuclear 
Non-Proliferation Treaty (NPT.) He is due to attend a meeting of 
noa-aligned countries in Indonesia. The Japanese contingent to 
Golan Heights is likely to replace a Canadian team in November 
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Happy Easter 

The Jordan Times wilf not appear on Monday, April 
24, due to the Easter holiday on Sunday, April 23. 
The next issue of the Jordan Times will be published 
on Tuesday. April 25. The editor and staff of the 
Jordan Times wish readers and advertisers a very 
happy Easter. 
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Israeli soldiers 
shoot Palestinian 

RAMALLAH, occupied 
West Bank (Agencies) — 
Israeli soldiers shot and 
wounded a Palestinian driver 
who failed to stop at a roadb- 
lock in the occupied West 
Bank, military sources said 
Saturday. The soldiers said 
they fired warning shots after 
the driver had tried to run 
them over late Friday near 
the village of Naalcen, in the 
northwest of the West Bank. 
The Palestinian from the 
nearby village of Ras Karkar 
was taken to hospital in the 
town of Ramallah. In Nablus, 
several dozen Palestinians 
rvere arrested for throwing 
stones at soldiers, army offi- 
cials said. An Israeli border 
policeman was slightly in- 
jured when he fell while run- 
ning after the suspected 
stone-throwers, the army 
said. 

Hizboliah attacks 
pro-Israeli militia 

MARJAYOUN (AFP) — 
Hizbollah guerrillas exploded 
a charge near a patrol of 
Israel’s proxy South Lebanon 
Army (SLA) militia on Satur- 
day without causing casual- 
ties, security officials said. 
The militia’s radio said a 
charge exploded near Taybeh 
in an Israeli-occupied border 
zone in South Lebanon and 
that there were no injuries. 
Hizbollah said in a statement 
in Beirut that it had "killed or 
wounded all the members of 
the patrol" in the remote- 
controlled explosion. Ten 
-SLA militiamen have been 
killed and 16 wounded $nce 
the beginning of the year in 
."sttacks spearheaded by the 
fundamentalist- group. 

Morocco expels 
five Iranians 

RABAT (R) — Morocco has 
expelled five Iranians who 
are seeking political asylum 
in Canada after holding them 
for a week in a Casablanca 
detention centre, a lawyer 
said on Saturday. Abdul Latif 
Wahbi, lawyer and member 
of the independent Moroccan 
Human Rights Association 
(AMDH), told Reuters the 
five, including a woman and 
aged between 17 and 30 were 
arrested at Casablanca air- 
port last weekend for alleged 
possession of false Spanish 
passports. They were trying 
to make their way to Canada 
where they were hoping to be 
granted political asylum, Mr. 
Wahbi said. 

Gunmen kill two 
in Minya 

ASSIUT (AP) — Gunmen 
killed a policeman and a civi- 
lian in two attacks in the 
militant stronghold of Minya 
province, but police said 
Saturday the attacks were not 
carried out by extremists. 
~oth shootings took place 
Friday. In the first, gunmen 
opened fire on policeman 
Mohammad Abul Hamid 
Ah, 40, who was off duty and 
heading towards his farm 
near the village of Mantout, 
240 kilometres south of 
Cairo. The gunmen fled, and 
police first believed they 
were militants. But on Satur- 
day police released a state- 
ment saying the victim's 
mother and wife accused two 
men involved in a dispute 
with Ali. In the second 
slaying, two assailants shot 
dead Mustafa Atta Abdul 
Mutiiib, 35, in Mallawi, 260 
kilometres south of Cairo. 
Police also described ‘the 
attack as resulting from a 
personal dispute, but local 
sources said militants had ac- 
cused Abdul Mutiiib of col- 
laborating with police. 

Inquiry clears 
S. African activist 

PRETORIA (AP) — A gov- 
ernment inquiry released 
Saturday cleared prominent 
anti-apartheid activist Allan 
Boesak of allegations that he 
stole foreign donor money. 
The accusations created a 
scandal earlier this year that 
forced Mr. Boesak to give up 
his appointment as South 
Africa’s ambassador to the 
United Nations in Geneva. 


Rescue continues at 
Oklahoma blast site; 
1 held, 2 questioned 


OKLAHOMA CITY (Agen- 
cies) — With one suspect in 
jail and two witnesses being 
questioned in other states, 
officials said Saturday a 
second suspect was still at 
large in the deadly bombing 
of a federal building in Okla- 
homa. 

Timothy McVeigh, 26, was 
held in jail after being 
charged in court late Friday 
with the bombing. 

The toll from Wednesday's 
attack stood at 7 dead Satur- 
day morning. Wind, rain and 
a brief storm of pea-sized hail 
hampered workers and 
slowed the search late Friday. 
About 150 people were mis- 
sing, and about 200 others 
were injured in the blast. 

Rescuers expected the toll 
to rise still more Saturday as 
they reached the portion of 
the ruined building that held 
a day care center and large 
government office. 

Authorities said McVeigh, 
an ex-soldier, was enraged at 
the government for its siege 
of a religious cult in Waco, 
Texas, in 1993, that ended in 
flames and death (see sepa- 
rate story). 

A second man, Terry 
Nichols, 40, was being held in 
Kansas, where he lives, and 
Nichols’ brother, James, waS 
held overnight in Michigan. 
Both are considered material 
witnesses. Justice Depart- 
ment spokesman Carl Stern 
said in Washington. 

‘These are very encourag- 
ing and positive steps, but 
there is much work to be 
done," said Weldon Ken- 
nedy, Federal Bureau or In- 
vestigations (FBI) agent in 
charge of the investigation. 
He said the search was under 
way at other locations around 
the country but would not 
elaborate. 

In Oklahoma Gty, a small 
cinder-block building that 
had been weakened by 
Wednesday's blast at the 
federal building 21/2 blocks 
away collapsed Saturday 
morning. No one was in- 


jured. 

Many spaces in the rubble 
have been spray-painted 
“DB” to identify where the 
bodies are. 

"We see, we know where 
bodies are in the void but we 
can’t get to them because of 
the rubble," said assistant 
fire chief Jon Hansen Han- 
sen. 

House of Representatives 
Speaker Newt Gingrich, one 
of the most powerful politi- 
cians in Washington, spent 
more than an hour touring 
the bomb rite early Saturday. 

The explosion was caused 
by thousands of kilos of fuek 
and-fertilizer explosives 
packed into a Ryder rental 
truck. 

After a 15-minute appear- 
ance before the magistrate he 
called “Sir," McVeigh was 
taken to the El Reno federal 
correctional centre 50 
kilometres away pending 
court hearings next Thurs- 
day. . 

Nichols, wearing blue 
Jeans and accompanied by 
his wife and daughter, drove 
his blue pickup into the 
police parking lot and walked 
inside to surrender, saying he 
had heard his name on televi- 
sion, the Wichita Eagle re- 
ported today. 

After early suspicions that 
the Alfred P. Murrah federal 
building was targeted by in- 
ternational terrorists. Fri- 
day's developments pointed 
strongly to homegrown vio- 
lence from the extremist anti- 
government movement. 

President Bill Clinton, de-. 
daring Sunday a national day 
of mourning, said be and his 
wife, Hillary, would visit 
Oklahoma City then for a 
memorial service. 

Lightning and wind- 
whipped rain forced rescuers 
at the bombed-out building 
to temporarily halt their 
search for bodies or survi- 
vours of the attack. 

Oklahoma Governor 
Frank Keating said: "This 
weather doesn’t help us at all, 


we need to get the weather 
through and get this building 
shored up.” 

Officials were concerned 
that the strong winds could 
dislodge chunks from the ton- 
nes of twisted steel and ce- 
ment that have been dangling 
from the gaping hole in the 
north facade of the building. 

Assistant fire chief Hansen 
said they were having some 
structural problems with the 
building and water getting 
into the building. 

“We’re going to go to work 
in spite of the weather,” Mr. 
Hansen said. 

- Search and rescue efforts 
have plodded along since the 
attack, with hundreds of fire- 
fighters, police personnel, 
and investigators pouring 
over the mounds of debris, 
searching by hand for survi- 
vours and bodies. 

With the exception of rain 
on Wednesday night, the 
weather had remained clear 
and warm, allowing the 
search to continue unim- 
peded until late Friday and 
early Saturday. 

Thunder showers rolled m 
from plains sending the 
temperature plunging. The 
winds and lighting forced a 
brief halt in rescue efforts 
around dawn with personnel 
scurrying for cover m waiting 
buses. 

Showers and lighting were 
expected to continue inter-* 
mittantiy with winds reaching 
32 to 40 kilometres per hour. 

" The temperature, which 
had been in mild, was not 
expected to go beyond the 13 
degrees Celsius Saturday 
according to weather fore- 
casts. 

Emergency aid centres 
have called for donors to add 
thermal underwear and rain 
gear to the lists of items the 

E ublic can give. Officials 
ave also asked for the dona- 
tion of a lotion that can be 
applied to sniffer dogs’ paws 
to help toughen their skin up. 

(Continued on page 7) 


Blast suspect said driven 
by rage over Waco disaster 


WASHINGTON (Agencies) 
— He was a clean-shaven and 
crew-cut former soldier. But 
authorities also said Timothy 
McVeigh burned with a rage 
that erupted into the worst 
bombing ever carried out on' 
U.S. territory. 

The 27-year-old, described 
as a good student by those 
who knew him in his home- 
town of Pendleton, New 
York, was accused Friday of 
bombing a federal building in 
Oklahoma City. At least 81 
people, including 12 children, 
were killed in the blast. 

Authorities described 
McVeigh as a fiery rightwin- 
ger who was angry at the 
government for the 1993 
Waco, Texas cult disaster in 
which about 80 followers of 
David Koresh and the 
Branch Davidians died. 

McVeigh was so "agitated" 
by the showdown between 
the Branch Davidians and 
agents of the Bureau of Alco- 
hol, Tobacco and Firearms 
rhat he visited the site of the 
tragedy, according to a co- 
worker quoted in Federal 
Bureau of Investigation 
(FBI) court documents. 

"After visiting the site. Me 
Veigh expressed extreme an- 
ger at the federal government 
and advised that the govern- 
ment never should have done 
that,” the co-worker was 
quoted as saying. 

The former soldier 
attended a meeting of the 
paramilitary Michigan Militia 
in January, according to a 
local television, and sought to 
convince the group to take 
action against the federal 
agents who stormed the 
Branch Davidian compound. 

The Oklahoma bombing 
came precisely two years af- 
ter a 51-day standoff between < 



Tim McVeigh 

federal officers and armed 
cult members ended with the 
compound engulfed in a fire. 

In his high school year 
book, McVeigh had listed 
talking, computers and cars 
as being among his interests. 
He also played basketball. 

Classmate Wendy 
Stephany described him as 
quiet and "friendly." 

When she heard of his 
arrest, she commented: 
“What happened to him be- 
tween then and now? It must 
have been a lot.”' 

U.S. defence officials 
turned over Me Veigh ’s milit- 
ary records, but his military 
career was a bit murky. 

Major General Charles 
McClain said McVeigh 
served in the U.S. Army but 
was not an active member. 
But other reports suggested 
he was a munitions expert 
based at Fort Bill, Oklaho- 
ma. 

John Maddox, district 


attorney of Noble County 
where McVeigh was first 
picked up for a traffic viola- 
tion and weapons possession, 
described the suspect as non- 
chalant when he was arrested 
and afterward. 

McVeigh, wearing an 
orange prison shirt, also was 
impassive as he was taken out 
of a courthouse in Peny ; 
Oklahoma, and put on a heli- 
copter for Oklahoma City 
where he heard the arrest 
warrant read to him. 

He appeared to take little 
notice of the hundrerds of 
people who crowded in front 
of the courthouse, shouting 
“baby killer," "murderer," 
“bastard" and other insults. 

McVeigh, according to an 
NBC television report, called 
himself the "mad bomber.... 
with my associates from the 
Michigan Militia’’ in an 
America On Line directory. 

His personal quote was: 
"Let us take back the govern- 
ment ... or die trying. 
Boom," NBC said. 
McVeigh's address was listed 
as Decker, Michigan. 

The FBI’s arrest warrant 
for McVeigh accused him of 
"malicious danger and des- 
troying by means of an explo- 
sive real property... posses- 
sed or used in the United 
States of America." 

McVeigh was arrested less 
than two hours after Wednes- 
day’s bombing and held ' in 
Perry, about 100 kilometres 
north of Oklahoma, charged 
with driving without a license 
plate and carrying a weapon. 
He was carrying a semiauto- 
matic pistol with armour- 
piercing bullets when he was 
pulled over by a highway 
patrolman. 

(Continued on page 2) 


King visits U.S. aircraft carrier, 
pays tribute to U.S. -Jordan ties 


AMMAN (J.T.) — His 
Majesty King Hussein, the 
Supreme CommandeT of the 
Jordanian Armed Forces, 
Saturday visited the U.S. air- 
craft carrier Theodore 
Roosevelt which is anchored 
in the Red Sea. 

Accompanied by His 
Royal Highness Prince Ali 
Ben A1 Hussein and the 
chairman of the Joint Chiefs 
of Staff General AbdnJ Hafez 
Mirai’, the King was wel- 
comed by the carrier’s com- 
mander Admiral .Charles 
Steve Abbot and senior crew 
members. 

The King toured the ship 
and inspected the types of 
planes, weapons and other 
equipment aboard. 

The King met the crew and 
talked about relations be^ 
tween Jordan and the United 
States. 

Replying to a question ab- 
out his daily routine as 

(Continued on page 7) 



His Majesty King Hussein on Saturday 
(Armed Forces photo) 


the U.S. aircraft carrier Theodore Roosevelt 


Peres to 
attend 
Amman 
symposium 

By a Jordan Times 
Staff Reporter 

AMMAN — Israeli Foreign 
Minister Shimon Peres will 
lead his country’s delegation 
to a three-day symposium 
opening in Amman on Mon- 
day on development projects 
in die Jordan Rift Valley, 
officials said Sunday. 

It was expected that IBs 
Royal Highness Crown 
Prince Hassan would meet 
with Mr. Peres for separate 
talks on Jordanian-Israeii re- 
lations and also attend part of 
the symposium. But there 
was no immediate confirma- 
tion of the meetings. 

It was also not immediately 
known how long Mr. Peres 
will stay in Amman, or 
whether he would only attend 
the first day of the sympo- 
sium, which is' seen as a key 
event in Jordanian-Israeii 
efforts to develop the Jordan 
Rift Valley that the two coun- 
tries share. 

Mr. Peres, who has visited 
Jordan several times to 
attend bilateral and multi- 
lateral negotiations of the 
Middle East peace process, 
has yet to pay an official visit 
to the Kingdom. Several 
dates were suggested in the 
past, but all plans were can- 
celled due to what officials 
described as last-minute 
snags. 

The Israeli foreign minister 
last visited Jordan in March 
when he and Crown Prince 
Hassan discussed joint efforts 
to raise finances for projects 
included in the Jordan- Israel 
peace treaty signed in Octo- 
ber. 

Subsequently, the Crown 
Prince and Mr. Peres held 
talks with German Chancel- 
lor Helmut Kohl and Euro- 
pean Commission officials in 
Bonn mid secured pledges of 
financing for feasibility stu- 
dies for the projects and a 
promise that financing the 
projects themselves could 
also be studied at a later 
stage. 

Israeli Deputy Foreign 
Minister Yossi Beilin visited 
Amman two weeks ago to 
attend a meeting of the 
Jordanian-Israeli-American 
trilateral economic working 
group which also focused on 
developing the Jordan Rift 
Valley. 

The delegation accom- 
panying Mr. Peres to this 
week's meeting will include 
nearly 60 Israeli officials and 
representatives of dozens of 
companies which seek a share 
in projects envisaged for the 
Jordan Rift Valley under a 
programme drawn up by Jor- 
dan, Israel and the United 
States. 

“The focal point of the 
meeting will be singling out 

(Continued on page 7) 


PNA, militant groups 
close to breakthrough 


GAZA CITY (Agencies) — 
The Palestinian self-rule au- 
thority is moving closer to 
Islamic opposition groups in 
reconciliation talks aimed at 
easing tension in the Gaza 
Strip, Palestinian officials 
said Saturday. 

Sources in the Islamic 
Jihad Group said the faction 
was ready to consider a 
freeze in anti-Israeli attacks 
in the autonomous areas until 
July 1 to give the Palestinian 
Authority (PNA) a chance to 
expand its self-role to the 
West Bank. 

But the PNA should first 
drop its insistence that Isla- 
mic Jihad fighters surrender 
their arms and should free 
the gfoup’s estimated 50 pris- 
oners, said one source. 

It was the first time that 
Islamic Jihad had taken such 
a conciliatory stance. 

In Amman, a spokesman 
for the Islamic Resistance 
movement, Hamas, said it 
was ready for full political 
dialogue with the PNA to 
stop die clanger of a civil war 
in Gaza. 

But spokesman Ibrahim 
Ghosheh said the Palestine 
Liberation Organisation 
(PLO) had to reciprocate by 
releasing detainees, stopping 


arrests of Hamas activists, 
and dismantling a military 
court set up to try Islamic 
militants. 

“Hamas is ready to engage 
with the Palestinian authority 
in a broad political dialogue 
with an open agenda to lead 
to the path of confidence 
building,” Ibrahim Ghosheh, 
a Hamas spokesman, told 
Reuters. 

“We have felt the danger 
of the present situation ... die 
push towards a civil war, God 
forbid, made the movement 
and its leadership agree to 
conducting a. comprehensive 
political dialogue," he added. 

A spokesman for the 
Democratic Front for the Li- 
beration of Palestine 
(DFLP), a secular opposition 
faction, said in Gaza the 
group also will refrain from 
“actions that would increase . 
tensions in Palestinian-ruled 
areas, inducting military op- 
erations against Israel." 

Ahmad Hammad told the 
Associated Press the decision 
was taken after a meeting 
between DFLP leaders and 
Yasser Arafat late Friday, 
during which the Palestinian 
leader promised to release 
the group's 18 prisoners. 

The group claimed respon- 


sibility for the Feb. 6 attack 
in which an Israeli security 
guard escorting an Israeli 
gasoline tanker driving in the 
Gaza Strip was shot and kil- 
led by militants. 

A Palestinian source, 
speaking on condition of 
anonymity, said leaders of 
Hamas in Jordan, Syria add' 
other Arab countries will 
bold a meeting in Cairo to. 
decide on a unified stance, 
regarding military action 
against Israel. 

The Islamic Jihad source, a 
senior member of the group 
who spoke to the AP on 
condition of anonymity, said 
'representatives from hii 
organisation group made the 
proposal at a meeting with 
PNA officials last week. 

He said the self-rule gov- 
ernment has not yet re- 
sponded. 

“The ball is now in the 
court of the government," he 
said. 

Mohammad Zuhdi Al 
Nashashibi, minister of fi- 
nance, said after the weekly 
meeting of Mr. Arafat’s self- 
rule cabinet that a break- 
through in the talks was not 
far off. 


Dispute over voting 
haunts NPT talks 


UNITED NATIONS (AFP) 
— Hie landmark internation- 
al conference to determine 
the future of the nuclear 
Non-Proliferation Treaty 
(NPT) ended its first week 
Friday with the outcome no 
dearer than when it started. 

When it resumes Monday, 
delegates will have one eye 
on a Non-Aligned Movement 
(NAM) meeting half a world 
away in Bandung, Indonesia. 

The ministers of the 112- 
country movement were to 
discuss NPT renewal, which 
delegates here hope will help 
remove the stumbling block 
on voting procedure. 

The conference at U.N. 
headquarters in New York 
opened in discord Monday 
after delegates failed, follow- 
ing days of negotiations, to 
decide on a public or secret 
vote. 

The voting issue, which 
had been expected to be re- 
solved ahead of opening day, 
continues to dog the confer- 
ence. Both sides are lobbying 
intently and many countries 
remain undecided. 

The debate over whether 
to vote publicly, as is custom- 
ary at the United Nations, or 
cast secret ballots, serves as a 
bellwether on the power issue 
between the West and de- 
veloping countries, the 
nu dear-haves and have-nots. 

The United States, leading 
the drive to make the 25-year 
1970 treaty permanent, ex- 


pressed confidence it would 
win the required 90-vote 
majority by the time the con- 
ference ends May 12. 

Some non-aligned coun- 
tries are rankled by the 


They say a secret vote would 
shield mem from some of 
that pressure and protect 
them, in case they oppose 
indefinite extension, from 
possible political and econo- 
mic reprisals. 

U.S. Vice President Al ' 
Gore on Tuesday attacked 
the notion of a secret ballot, 
calling on participants to bear 
responsibility for renewal of 
foe NPT by taking decisions 
that must “stand the light of 
day." 

The conference president, 
Sri Lankan Ambassador to 
the United States Jayantha 
Dhanapala, was to begin con- 
sultations with delegates 
Monday in an attempt to ffod 
a consensus. IBs shepherding 
report was due Wednesday. 

Mr. Dhanapala’s effort wuL 
coincide with the three-day 
NAM financial ministers 
Meeting Monday in Indone- 
sia, which currently chairs the 
movement. The meeting will 
be closely watched for signs 
of th e direction non-aligned 
NPT delegates win take here. 

The West expects the Bah- 
dung conferees to issue a 
common appeal fox total nuc- 

(Continned on page 7) 
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Holy fire 
and riots in 
Jerusalem 
on Easter 

OCCUPIED JERUSALEM 
(Agencies) — Masses of pil- 
grims dutebing flaming bun- 
dles of candles surged toward 
Christ’s tomb Saturday mark- 
ing the Orthodox Christian 
Easter celebration of the holy 
fire. 

Scuffles broke out between 
dozens of local youths partici- 
pating in the procesaon as 
they entered the compound 
of the Church of the Holy 
Sepulchre, where Christians 
believe Jesus was crucified, 
buried and resurrected. . 

Two Israeli border guards- 
and three Palestinian youths 
were injured in dashes on the. 
square in front of the church . 

Violence broke out when 
guards forced back dozens of 
Syrian Orthodox youths who 
had burst on to the square 
packed with worshippers, 
police said. 

One of the guards was 
taken to hospital after he was, 
crushed against wire netting. 

Thousands of Egyptian 
Coptic Christians took part in 
the Orthodox Easter cere- 
mony at the Holy Sepulchre 
for the first time since 1967. 

The ceremony, celebrated 
in the same way for 11 cen- 
turies, is marked by the 
appearance of "sacred fins’* 

(Continued on page 7) 
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U.S. presses 
Egypt on NPT 


WASHINGTON (Agencies) 
— The United States, raising 
pressure on a key aid reci- 
pient, voiced disappointment 
on Friday at Egypt's opposi- 
tion to permanently extend- 
ing a landmark nuclear treaty 
and warned that Cairo should 
honour a promise not to cam- 
paign actively against the 
U.S. position. 

. Egypt, resisting months of 
U.S. pressure, announced at 
tile United Nations on Thurs- 
day that it could not support 
indefinite extension of the 
nuclear Non-Proliferation 
Treaty (NPT) because of 
Israel's failure to join the 
pact. 

In an emotional speech. 
Foreign Minister Amr Musa 
(old a conference reviewing 
the 25-year-old pact that 
Israel's refusal to make con- 
cessions on its nuclear prog- 
ramme meant the NPT is 
Hicapable of safeguarding 
Egypt’s national security. 

State Department spokes- 
man Nicholas Burns, at a 
news briefing on Friday, told 
reporters: “Naturally, we’re 
very disappointed by Foreign 
Minister Musa’s speech.” 

He said Egypt had assured 
tile United states it would 
not campaign' against the in- 
definite extension of the 
NPT, and stressed that “we 
expect Egypt to honour that 
assurance. ’’ 

; Egypt is a key U.S. ally in 
tile Middle East and the 
■umber-two U.S. aid be- 
neficiary behind Israel, re- 
ceiving more than $2 billion 
annually. 

NPT advocates say the 
treaty is crucial to prevent the 
spread of nuclear weapons, 
oat critics say it legitimises an 
inequality between nuclear 
and non-nuclear states. 

Mr. Burns reiterated U.S. 
confidence that its position in 
rapport of making the NPT 
permanent without condi- 
tions would prevail when the 
178 countries who are mem- 
bers of the arms control reg- 
ime vote during the second 
week of May. 

• But U.S. officials were dis- 
mayed by Egypt's decision to 
use its opening speech to the 


review conference to argue 
against indefinite extension, 
which is also endorsed by 
three other nuclear powers — 
France, Britain and Russia. 

China has hedged, saying it 
could support indefinite ex- 
tension or extension for 
periods of 25 years each. 

Egypt went beyond just 
articulating its own view- 
point, however. Mr. Musa 
said Egypt will try to forge 
opposition to the U.S. posi- 
tion at a meeting next week 
in Indonesia of foreign minis- 
ters of the Non-Aligned Na- 
tions. 

“We're obviously not hap- 
py about the prospect of 
further meetings to argue 
against an in defin ite exten- 
sion of the NPT... I don't 
have to tell you how impor- 
tant that is for our foreign 
policy," Mr. Burns said. 

He said Washington would 
continue to press its dis- 
appointment and its case for 
malting NPT permanent with 
Egypt in private. He declined 
to say if Egypt’s 1996 aid 
package could be jeopar- 
dised. 

Of seven Arab states that 
have spoken since the four- 
week NPT conference 
opened Monday, none has 
backed permanent extension, 
although Kuwait — which a 
U.S.-led international force 
liberated from Iraqi control 
in 1991 — called Wednesday 
for a lengthy renewal. 

Iran may sign the NPT — 
but only under certain condi- 
tions, Iranian President Ali 
Akbar Rafsanjani said Fri- 
day. 

His statement comes amid 
a diplomatic row over Rus- 
sia's plans to build a nudear 
power plant in Iran. The U.S. 
government, which accuses 
Iran of planning to build a 
bomb, is pressuring Russia to 
cancel the deal. 

“We have certain condi- 
tions before we sign this trea- 
ty," -he said during a visit to 
Tbilisi, the Georgian capital. 
“We will announce (them) 
when it is time to sign.” 

Mr. Rafsanjani did not say 
what those conditions might 
be. 


Blast suspect ‘driven by rage’ 


(Costumed from page 1) 


The connection to the 
bombing was established af- 
ter authorities issued a com- 
posite sketch of suspects 
Thursday. 

- His next hearing will be on 
Thursday. 

Less than an hour before 
he was to be released, au- 
thorities in Perry were noti- 
fied by the FBI they were 
holding one of the men por- 
trayed in the composite 
sketches. Without the call 
from the FBI, McVeigh 
would probably have been 
released on bail, said John 
Maddox. Perry district attor- 
ney.. 

. Investigators planned to 
resume searching for clues on 
Saturday at the Michigan 
(arm of James Nicholas, the 
brother of Terry Nicholas, 
James Nicholas is also 
cooperating with authorities, 
offidals said. 

Neighbours said they had 
seen McVeigh spend time at 
the Nichols family farm in 
Decker, about 130 kilometres 
south of Detroit. 

The farm was the object of 
a raid on Friday as dozens of 
federal agents began sear- 
ching for bomb-making mate- 
rials. Law enforcement offi- 
dals said agents were seeking 
evidence to link Terry 
Nichols, also reported to 
have a military background. 


JORDAN TELEVISION * 

Tel: 773111-19 
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CHURCHES 

St Mary of Nazareth Church 
Swettkh, Tel. 810740 
. AsaembBea of Gad Church, Td. 

-632785. 

St Joseph Cbarch Td. 624590. 
Omrdl of the Aanandatfon Tel. 
837440. 


to the bombing. 

Both Nichols brothers had 
ties to the Michigan Militia 
and fostered anti-government 
ideas, neighbours said. 

"They don’t like to pay 
taxes, they don't like 
lawyers," said Randy Izy- 
dorek, who lives in the area. 

Mr. Izydorek said Terry 
Nichols and McVeigh were in 
the military together and be- 
longed to a more extremist, 
underground paramilitary 
group known as the Patriots. 
The group has "plans to eli-* 
minate the government,” he 
said. 

“I just wish they would 
hang him here so we could 
watch it," said Therese Col- 
lins, 28, of Perry, where peo- 
ple stood for hours just for 
the brief glimpse of 
McVeigh. Many brought 
their children. 

“It helps put a face on evil, 
to let our kids know that 
people did this and people 
will be punished," said Clark 
Marks, also of Perry. 

In New York, the Post and 
the Daily News, both tab- 
loids, ran the picture of 
McVeigh leaving the Perry 
jail on their front pages. 

The Post headlined: “The 
face of evil." 

The Daily News headline 
was: “Damn you.” 


De h Salle CJmrch Tel. 661757 
Tcrrasanda Church Tel: 622366 
Church of the AunuriaftOM Tel. 
623541. 

Angficaa Church Td. 630851, Td. 
628543. 

Armenian CuUmGc Church Td. 
771331. 

Armenfaa Orthodox Church Td. 

775261. 

St. Ephraim Church Td. 771751. 
Amman International Church Td. 

652526. 

Evaogdkd Lutheran Church Td: 
824328. 

Geraw-epealdng Evangelical Con- 
gregation Td. 684195 
The Latter-Day Saints Td. 654932 
Church of Nazarcne Td. 675691. 
The Evangelical Local Church fa 


Td. 811295 

WEATHER 

Bulletin supplied by the Depart- 
ment of Meteorology. 

Temperatures arc expected to 
rise with winds southeasterly mod- 
erate. in Aqaba, winds will be 
northerly moderate and seas calm. 
Min ./Max. temp. 

Amman 6/22 

Aqaba 14/28 

Deserts 4/24 

Iordan Valley 13/29 

Yesterday's high temperatures; 
Amman 18. Aqaba 25 Humidity 
readings: Amman 46 per cent. 
'Aqaba 35 per cent. 









U.S. urges tougher 
sanctions on Libya 


ORTHODOX EASTER: Jerusalem Greek Orthodox Pat- 
riarch Diodoros n walks with the “sacred fire” durin g the 
Orthodox Easter ceremony on Saturday at the Holy 
Sepulchre in East Jerusalem, the site of the tomb of Jesus 


according to Christian tradition. The ceremony, celebrated 
in the same way for 11 centuries, is marked by the 
appearance of “sacred fire*’ in the two oval cavities on 
either side of the Holy Sepulchre (see page one) (AFP £boto) 


U.S. protests lack of Saudi 
help in bomb probe, Libya flight 


WASHINGTON (Agencies) 
— The United States has 
protested Saudi Arabia’s role 
m thwarting efforts to seize 
a man wanted in connection 
with the 1983 bombing that 
killed 241 American troops in 
Lebanon, offidals said. 

They also said Washington 
complained to Saudi Arabia 
for allowing a Libyan jetliner 
to land and take off from the 
kingdom in violation of U.N. 
sanctions. 

These differences under- 
score the limits of coopera- 
tion between the two coun- 
tries. The United States con- 
siders Saudi Arabia a major 
Mideast ally and sent 
thousands of troops to defend 
the kingdom after Iraq’s 1990 
invasion of Kuwait. 

Secretary of State Warren 
Christopher, speaking to re- 
porters, confirmed the ess- 
ence of a story that was first 
reported in Friday’s Los 
Angeles Times. 

Asked if Sajudi Arabia had 
failed to cooperate with the 
Federal Bureau of Investiga- 
tions (FBI) in flying to seize a 
man wanted for his reputed 
role in the 1983 car-bombing 
in Lebanon, he said: “Yes. 
We expressed our concern 
that we had not had the 
cooperation we hoped to 
have.” 

Mr. Christopher refused to 
go into detail, but be said “it 
was a fairly short time frame 
(in which authorities could 
act) and we simply did not get 
the kind of cooperation we 
had hoped.” 

State Department spokes- 
man Nicholas Burns said the 
number two diplomat in the 


Sandi embassy in Washington 
was called to the State De- 
partment on Friday morning, 
adding: “-We’re dis- 
appointed... I know that a 
protest was made today.” 

The Los Angeles Times 
said FBI offidals were secret- 
ly sent overseas recently to 
rake custody of a man who 
has been hunted for a decade 
for alleged roles in the 1983 
carbombing that killed 241 
*U.S. troops in Lebanon and 
for a 1985 Trans World Air- 
lines hijacking in which an 
American died. 

The newspaper said the 
man is believed to be Imad 
Mughniyah, a leader of the 
militant Hizbollah group. 

The FBI aimed to seize 
him on a stopover in Sandi 
Arabia during an April 7 
Middle East Airlines flight 
headed from Khartoum to 
Beirut, but before they could 
act Saudi Arabia decided not 
to cooperate and refused to 
allow the plane to land, the 
newspaper said. 

The Saudi embassy here 
had no immediate comment 
on the U.S. allegations. At 
the time of the Mughniyah 
incident, Saudi authorities 
told the airline there had 
been a bureaucratic mix-up in 
paperwork involving the 
flight number. 

In the 1983 attack, a 
powerful bomb, detonated by 
the driver of a truck, ex- 
ploded at a building occupied 
by U.S. troops in Lebanon. 
The bomb exploded around 
dawn, while most of the occu- 
pants were still asleep. 

The Los Angeles Times 
said Mughniyah was one of 


four people charged with 
crimes related to TWA Flight 
847 in a sealed indictment in 
1985. Of the four, Mugb- 
ttiyah was the only one kept 
secret for fear that he might 
retaliate against American 
hostages then being held in 
Lebanon. 

The other matter involved 
the U.N. Security Council’s 
decision this week to let 
Egyptair, the Egyptian air- 
lines, conduct 45 flights of 
Muslim pUgrims from Libya 
to Saudi Arabia. Before 
those flights got underway, a 
Libyan jet without U.N. au- 
thorisation flew to Jeddah 
with 150 pilgrims. 

Libya was banned from 
flying planes outside the 
country in 1992 for not sur- 
rendering for trial two men 
indicted in the United States 
and Britain for bombing Pan 
Am Flight 103, which ex- 
ploded over Lockerbie, Scot- 
land, in 1988 killing 270 peo- 
ple. 

Mr. Burns said:. “We have 
discussed tins issue with the 
Saudi government and we've 
expressed... our very strong 
position that their actions 
were contrary to the sanc- 
tions regime and should not 
recur.” 

The Libyan plane crossed 
Egypt cn rente to Saudi Ara- 
bia. Mr. Burns said Egypt 
denied overflight clearances 
but Libya ignored the order. 
“Egypt, therefore, did not 
violate the U.N. sanctions,” 
Mr. Burns said. 

Mr. Burns said the United 
States will take up the viola- 
tion with the U.N. Sanctions 
Committee. 


Courts helped ‘The Emigrant’ director — lawyer 


CAIRO (AFP) — An Islam- 
ist lawyer who lost his case to 
ban a hit film by Yousef 
Shahin on Saturday accused 
the appeal court of collabor- 
ating with the director to get 
the film back on Egypt's cine- 
ma screens. 

Mahmoud Abu A1 Faid has 
asked for a postponement of 
a fresh legal bid to get the film 
“The Emigrant” banned so 
lie can investigate the accusa- 
tions, which he said was 
made by a “citizen" in the 
northern town of Alexandria. 

The citizen said he heard 
“collaborators” of Mr. Sha- 
hin say in March that the 
appeal court would throw out 
Mr. Faid's legal case — a 
week before the court did 
jusr that. 


A Cairo court banned 
“The Emigrant” on Dec. 29 
after a complaint brought by 
Mr. Faid backed by the A1 
Azhar institution, the coun- 
try’s highest Sunni Muslim 
authority. 

Mr. Faid argued that the 
film was blasphemous - be- 
cause it personified Joseph, 
who is a prophet in Islam. 

But the appeal court over- 
turned the ban in March on 
the grounds that Mr. Faid 
was not qualified to bring the 
complaint. 

Mr. Faid's fresh case 
against the film will open on 
May 20 after Mr. Shahin 's 
defence lawyer also asked for 
an adjournment to prepare 
the case. 

Two other challenges to 


the appeal court's verdict — 
one brought by Islamist 
lawyer AMul Halim Rama- 
dan and the other by the Sufi 
mystic sect — will be heard 
on May 9 and May 23 respec- 
tively. 

A third challenge is being 
mounted by a Coptic Christ- 
ian lawyer, Husni Hilmi Aba- 
dir, who argues that "The 
Emigrant” distorts the biblic- 
al version of Joseph’s life. 

Mr. Shahin’s film tells the 
epic story of Ram — a figure 
based on the biblical Joseph, 
son of Jacob, who 3,000 years 
ago leaves the parched land 
where he lived with his tribe 
for Egypt to study agricul- 
ture. 

Some 750,000 Egyptians 
saw the film before the ban. 


Eurocouncil 
may expel 

Turkey 

STRASSBOURG (AFP) — 
A motion to suspend Turkey 
from the Council of Europe 
comes up for debate next 
week at a plenary session of 
the council's parliamentary 
assembly opening here on 
Monday. 

It will be the fourth rime 
inside a year that Turkey's 
human rights record has 
come under discussion by the 
same assembly. Turkey's 
military intervention against 
Kurds in northern Iraq, has 
fueled anti-Turkish sentiment 
yet further. 

Socialist members called in 
January for Turkey to be 
excluded, but the president 
of the assembly, Miguel 
Angel Martinez (Spain) was 
against the move at the time. 

Those who opposed sanc- 
tioning Turkey have always 
argued that the Turkish reg- 
ime 3 Was “a ‘ barrier to the 
spread of Islamic fun- 
damentalism but this ' argu- 
ment is no longer believed to 
hold true. 

"The Kurdish conflict has 
encouraged fundamentalism 
among the Kurdish popula- 
tion," the Council of 
Europe’s deputy secretary- 
general, Peter Leuprecbt, 
told AFP. 

Turkey's position has be- 
come increasingly uncomfortable 
as its actions ■ are seen to 
violate the principles of hu- 
man rights and democracy 
which the council of Europe 
was founded to defend. 

The assembly has several 
times protested to Ankara 
over the jailing of eight Kur- 
dish parliamentary deputies 
accused of supporting Kur- 
dish separatists, and has cal- 
led for their release. 

It has also accused Turkey 
of bad faith in efforts to end 
the Turkish occupation of 
northern Cyprus. 

The European Human 
Rights Commission is cur- 
rently investigating several 
hundred complaints about 
human rights abuses against 
Turkish Kurds. Three have 
been taken up by the com- ; 
mission. 

New democracies in Cen- 
tral and Eastern Europe who 
have recently joined the 
Council of Europe want to 
become members, have con- 
trasted the tough conditions 
imposed on them with the 
tolerance Shown towards 
Turkey, Mr. Leuprecht said. 
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USEFUL 

TELEPHONE 

NUMBERS 

NIGHT DUTY 

AMMAN; 

Dr. Hanna Mansour 750197 

Dr. Ratib Zailoun 888685 

Dr. Yahya Abdul Sal am .... 736072 

Dr. Sa'idAIi 788285 

Fins pharmacy 661912 

Fcrdows pharmacy 778336 

A! Ascma pharmacy 637055 

Nairoukh pharmacy 623672 

Al Salam pharmacy 636730 

Yacoub pharmacy 644945 

Shmcisam pharmacy 637660 

Naiittujh pharmacy 623672 

Najib pharmacy 847632 

RBO): 

Dr. Ahmad Qami f— ) 

Alquds pharmacy (— ) 

ZARQA: 

Dr. Akram Haddad 985550 

Khalifch pharmacy 985417 

EMERGENCIES 

Food Control Centre 6371 1 1 

Crvd Defence Department 66 1 i 1 1 
Civil Defence immediate 
Rescue 630341 


Civil Defence Emergency 199 

Rescue Police 192.621111.637777 

Fire Brigade 617101 

Blood Bank.... 775121 

Highway Police 843402 

Traffic Police 896390 

Public Security Department 630321 

Hotel Complaints 605800 

Price Complaints 661176 

Water and Sewerage 

Complaints 897467 

Amman Municipality 

Complaints 787in 

Telephone Information 

(directory assistance) 12] 

Overseas Calls 010230 

Central Amman Telephone 

Repairs 623101 

AbdaK Telephone Repairs 661101 

Jordan Television 773111 

Radio Jordan 7741 1 1 

Water Authority 680100 

Jordan Electricity Authority 

„ . „ 815615 

Electric Power 

tampany. 636381 

RJ Flight Information .... 08*53200 

Queen Alia Inti. Airport 08-53200 

HOSPITALS 

AMMAN; 

Hussein Medical Centre 813813/32 
KhaJidi Maternity. J. Amn 

644281/6 

AkHch Maternity, J. Amn. 64244 1/2 


Jabal Amman Maternity .... 642362 

Malhas, J. Amman 636140 

Palestine. Shmcisani 664171/4 

Shmcisani Hospital 669I3I 

University Hospital 845845 

Al-Muashcr Hospital 667227/9 

The Islamic. Abdali 666127/37 

Al-Ahli. AbdaJi 664164/6 

Italian. Al-Muhajrccn ... 777101/3 
AI-Bashir. J. Ashrafieh 7751 1 1/26 

Army. Maria 891611/15 

Queen Alia Hospital .... 60224050 

Amal Hospital 674155 

ZARQA: 

Zarqa Govt. Hospital (09)983323 
Zarqa National Hospital 

(09)900560 

IbnSina Hospital (09)986732 

Al Hiraa Modem HtwHtil (09)990990 
The Arab Centre for Heart aid Special 
Surgery 865199 

QUID: 

Princess Basma Hospital (02)275555 

Greet Caxbofc Hosatal (02)272275 
Ibn Al Nafccs Hospital (02)247100 

AQABA: 

Prinecs Haya Hospital (03)314111 

FOR THE TRAVELLER 

QUEEN ALIA 
INTERNATIONAL 
AIRPORT 

This information is supplied by 
Royal Jordanian (RJ) information 


department at the Queen Alia In- 
ternational Airport Td. (06)53200- 
5, where it should always be veri- 
fied! 

ARRIVALS 

Royal Jordanian (RJ) 

Flights 

(Terminal 1) 

8635 Bangkok (RJ) 

0&45 Aqaba (RJ) 

0935 Jeddah (RJ) 

I te60 Damascus (RJ) 

10:85 Lamaca (RJ) 

Ife55 Dubai. Abu Dhabi (RJ) 

H:1S Beirut (RJ) 

11:15 Doha. Bahrain. (RJ) 

18:15 Brussels (RJ) 

1820 r. Paris (RJ). 

1835 London (RJ) 

19:10 Madrid. Geneva (RJ) 

19:40 Athens (RJ) 

2050 Vienna (RJ) 

21:00 Rome (RJ) 

21:00 Frankfurt (RJ) 

21 JO New York. Amsterdam (RJ) 

22.-00 Rome (add) (RJ) 

22:15 Frankfurt. Paris (add) (RJ) 

23-J9 Madrid (add) (RJ) 

01:20 Cairo (RJ) 

01:45 Aqaba (RJ) 

04:45 Jeddah (add) (RJ) 

Other Rights (Terminal 2) 

11 Sanaa (IY) 

1*40 Bahrain (GF) 


WASHINGTON (USIS) — 
The spokesman said the Un- 
ited States favours tougher 
sanctions against Libya in the 
wake of this week's outlaw 
flight by a Libyan passenger 
plane carrying pilgrims to 
Sandi Arabia, State Depart- 
ment spokesman Nicholas 
Buens said Friday. 

At the same time Mr. Nicolas 
Bums voiced U.S. displea- 
sure with Saudi Arabia for 
allowing the plane to land, 
servicing it, and allowing it to 
return to Libya. He also 
cleared Egypt from any 
wrong-doing in the incident. 

“The Egyptian- 
govenunent denied overflight 
clearances to the Libyan air- 
craft and informed us of that 
action yesterday,” he said. 
“The Libyan aircraft chose 
to ignore the denial of 
Egyptian overflight clear- 
ance: Egypt, therefore, did 
not violate the U.N. sanc- 
tions and we will work with 
the Egyptian government to 
prevent future Libyan viola- 
tions in the future.” 

“We've expressed to the 
Saudis our very strong posi- 
tion that their actions were 
contrary to the sanctions reg- 
ime and should not recur,” 
the spokesman said. “We’ve 
communicated our very 
strong position that U.N. 
member states have a respon- 
sibilkity to adhre to U.N. 
sanctions regimes. And in 
this case, the Saudi govern- 
ment had an opportunity to 
do so and chose not to do so 
and of course we’re very dis- 
pleased by that,” Burns said, 
adding he had no details on 
the Saudi response to the 
U.S. demarche. 

Further action rests with 
the United Nations Sanctions 
Committee which is expected 
to meet soon, he said. “We 
will be very active in that 
committee.” 

He said Egypt acted prop- 
erly this week try taking their 
concern about the rights of 
Libyan religious pilgrims to 
the Sanctions Committee, 
formally asking for and re- 
qeivmg an exception to die 
sanctions against Libya. 


Egypt had a concer 
‘'shared throughout the An 
world that Libyan pilgrin 
ought not to pay for tj] 
mistakes and the uTespora 
biKty of the Libyan govety * 
ment over the past decade q ' 
the issue of international tg 
rorism," the spokesman sak 

“That is why we agreed t 
the action of the U.N. Sam 
tions Committee to grant a 
exception. It provides £c 
6.000 Libyan pilgrims t 
travel via Egypt Air on 4 
flights dnringthe hajj seasoc 
We thought that was 
national response to a hums 
nharian need,” Bums sak 
“I think that all the govern 
meats in the region ought b • 
understand that there is 
proper way to go about gel 
ting these things done an 
there are improper ways." - 

“We continue to beKevt' 
that it makes sense from t 
humanitarian point of viev '' 
for Egypt Air to be given tint 
opportunity to transpor 
these people to Mecca. Wi 
will not interfere with that,’ 
he said. “We believe it’s ; 
good decision and we wil . 
continue to support it." 

Libya's decision to ignon 
the U.N. ban on internatiqn 
al flights to and from Libyi 
“strengthens our belief tha 
we ought to tighten interna 
tional sanctions on Libya 
and they certainly at a mini 
mum ought to be main 
tained,” the spokesman said 
“Libya has proven once agah 
this, week that it has no re 
gard for U.N. resolutions anc 
Libya ought to pay the prio 
for that. Paying the price wil 
be the continuation of those 
sanctions. 

“The United States has : 
very direct interest in this 
We believe that Libya is re 
sponsible for the bombing o 
Pan Am 103 in which a con- 
siderable number of Amer 
ican citizens perished. Anr 
we’re not going to suppor 
any move to loosen the sanc- 
tions on Libya until the peo- 
ple who p erpetrated that in- 
justice many years ago are 
brought to justice.” 
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Flooding claims 10 lives in Afghanistan 

KABUL (AFP) — At least 10 people were killed in 
flooding caused of heavy rains in northern Afghanistan, 
state-run Radio Kabul reported Saturday. The rainstorm 
hit the Chai Aab district of Takhar province last week, but- 
the information only reached here Saturday due to 
communication difficulties, the report said. The flood 
waters destroyed or damaged 1,400 bouses as well as 300 
hectares of crops, the radio added. In March, 354, people 
were killed and 50 others injured in northern Badakhshan' 
province when a massive landslide triggered by torrential 
rains buried a remote village in the troubled mountainous 
region. 

Man beheaded in Saudi Arabia 

DUBAI (R) — Saudi Arabia has executed a man for 
murder, raising to 37 the number of people beheaded in the 
conservative kingdom this month. Saudi Television, moni- 
tored by the British Broadcasting Corporation, said die 
man was beheaded on Friday in northern Saudi Arabia 
after a religious court convicted him of murder. It named 
him as Mohammad Ben Hamad Ben Ali Al Ftayh Al Yami, 
but did not give his nationality. Saudi Arabia applies strict 
Islamic Sharia law and beheads murderers, rapists and drug 
traffickers. Public beheadings, mainly of drug smugglers, 
have been on the rise this year. According to unofficial 
counts, 96 people have been executed in 1992. Some 85 
were beheaded in 1993, the last year for which unofficial 
figures are available. 

Iranians obey order to take down satellites 

TEHRAN (AFP) — Most Iranians have obeyed a Saturday 
deadline set by the government to take down their satellite 
dishes which allow them to tune in to foreign television 
channels. No dishes could be seen in residential districts of - 
Tehran, while the official agency IRNA said they had also* 
disappeared from other large dties in Iran. Interior 
Minister Ali Mohammad Besharati, who warned last week -. 
that police would move in on Saturday to take down v 
satellite dishes, thanked Iranians for "voluntarily” applying 
the ban. 
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** Lflk. tMMAN (Petra) — Deputy 
c 'MViaiiiBan of the Board of 
■■-sh? y P l ha w •Wees of the Bahraini Re- 
wo^thr^teaidi and Studies Centre 
that J^ihdkh Salman Ben Hamad 
ItL "« S A1 Khalifth arrived 
biik**®* Amman Saturday on a 

Qf £\^l^?eral-day - visit to Jordan 
Xt ni °v*rS was received at the Royal 

'Tn au /HDown Prince and Sheikh 
2ie a-s. jahnan discussed Jordanian- 
hcas "S, of 4e iikabraini ties and ways to 

statement, 

■?*... ^Sbe&h Salman said he was 

fil ghfc^W%appy 10 visit Jordan and 
wf hope that his stay 

r ^Sian"i tS'wroW contnimto to enhanc- 


^swnal , 22 

Klt±;n. ‘^I 


relations between the two 


centre and the RoyaJ Scien- 
tific Society (RSS) with the 
objective of exchanging ex- 
pertise and studies. 

The Bahraini official also 
voiced hope that the visit 
would contribute to activat- 
ing cooperation among scien- 
tific ana educational institu- 
tions in Jordan and Bahrain 
with the aim of finding a. 
common scientific language 
to revive the Arab nation’s 
integration and solidarity. 

“Time has proved the im- 
portance of Arab solidarity 
and closing the ranks of the 
Arab countries," the sheikh 
said, adding that he hoped 
that obstacles impeding Arab 
reconciliation would soon be 
removed. 

The Bahraini sheikh was 


receivea at the airport by His 
Royal Highness Prince Ghazi 
Ben Mohammad, the King’s 
cultural secretary. Director 
of the Crown Prince’s Office 
Michel Hamarneh, Prince 
Hassan’s advisor Ihsan Sbur- 
dom, RSS President and 
Secretary General of the 
Higher Council of Science 
and Technology Hani Mulqi, 
Director General of the Civil 
Aviation Authority Ahmad 
Jweibir, Director General of 
the Royal Geographic Centre 
Brigadier Salim Khalifeh and 
Bahraini Charge d’Affaires 
Abdul Rahman A1 Suleiti. 

Shortly after his arrival. 
Sheikh Salman visited the 
Royal Geographic Centre 
where, he was briefed on its 
establishment, development 
and duties. 
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T think 5* L_,j f .. reconciliation would soon be where he was briefed on in 

sfeahlSf 156 talks re 2° vo £ u *■ . establishment, developmem 

unj-r,.. ^ of furthering coop- The Bahraini sheikh was and duties. 

prope- ^3! - ~~ - ’ 

^ilJPA to swear in members; but 

••■V 7 

SiigS suspended weeklies still sceptical 


•w e ; - . 

|iS suspendec 

°PP‘>n?nJf 81 Sa,eda KSUaA 

special to the Jordan Times 
’£'■ no i AMMAN — Thirty-five 

“^theL members of the Jordan 
t^ d d «isioii^ Press Association (JPA) 
'■-■nunue i 0 5J? 1 ^ tafcg the oath for JPA 
.= ‘ <tew' membership today, but it is 

0= >-S binoj^^still unclear whether this 
4 - titchss :o long-awaited ceremony will 
Kf «phcn help solve the issue of the 
" r ought to hU J two weeklies, Hawadeth AJ 
sjjjJJbc Sa’ah and Al Bilad; sus- 


¥S IN 


Qndah said he hoped the 
>* ec ^ issue will be solved and the 
for 1 v l h- two weeklies will start re- 

printing But ^ 

i. -r-., L 1 editors of both newspapers 

-r _ . =Bl ®iS; Al Bflad publisher Nayef 
" "r-?V- c Tonrah said the Press and 
Poblications Department 
ff. 3 : would come op with new 
“ :i ; ““L ewises to reject any new 
nonrinee for the chief edi- 
tor post He said Al Bilad 
"I' -^Ks-had so far presented the 
: . ^ applications of four 

V. L”'" ^ J - ffijmiiiees for the post, but 
: v ,x -£2 all four were rejected by 
■ •: Lr.; sale the department. 

Last February, 
avs Hawadeth Al Sa'ah and Al 
* -r: \ zza.' Bflad were suspended on 

. - the basis that their chief 

. _ editors were not considered 

^ 4 r! '5 members, according 

jjjg PjTggs ;iT ,d 


newspapers, Mr. Amin said 
the two publications should 
be suspended because their 
chief editors did not take 
the oath. 

According to the Press 
and Publications Law, chief 
editors of daily and weekly 
newspapers, except for 
political party publications, 
should be JPA members. 
Mr. Qudah said that the 
two nominated chief edi- 
tors. Yusuf Ghishan of Al 
Bilad and Jamal Shawa- 
heen of HawadeTh Al 
Sa’ah, did not enjoy foil 
membership since they 
have not been sworn in. 

The law does not specify 
any date for holding the 
swearing-in ceremony. The 
last time JPA members 
took the oath was Jnly 8, 
last year. 

Mr. Qudah said he filed 
several requests over the 
past two months to hold the 
ceremony, bat Minister of 
Information Kbaled Kara- 
ki, wbo presides over the 
event, had a busy schedule. 
He said the JPA did not 
take any action in the past 
since all the PPD’s de- 
mands were all “legal.” 
Bat if procrastination tac- 
tics are still used after the 
swearing-in ceremony 
takes place, the JPA would 


. 4PPD) Mohammad.. Amin. 
■Urn 10 lives In a statement issued at 
the time and distributed to 
Y. T .. tk Al Dnstour Printing Press 

- • ... — where tire weeklies are 

l 1 ?5:K printed — and to the two 

, <V 


-Poblications Department — take a different stand, he 


said. 

Mr. Qudah said the asso- 
ciation is in contact with 
tiie concerned authorities 
and is exerting all efforts to 
solve the issue as quickly as 


possible, but “they (the 
PPD) have their own legal 
reasons,” he said. 

“As long as the measures 
taken are legal, we can’t 
possibly protest or do any- 
thing,’* said Mr. Qudah, 
also president of the Inter- 
national Journalist Orga- 
nisation, and chief editor of 
Al Ra’i newspaper. 

“If there were any viola- 
tion of the law, we will 
certainly take action,” he 
added. 

• The two weeklies. 
Hawadeth Al Sa'ah and Al 
Bilad, had filed cases in 
court to contest the suspen- 
sion decision. While Ai 
Bilad filed its case only two 
weeks ago, because "they 
had hopes that a comprom- 
ising solution would be 
reached,” according to Mr. 
Tourah, publisher of 
Hawadeth Al Sa’ah, Riad 
Hroub, took the PPD to 
court a week after the sus- 
pension was effective. 

The court's ruling in 
Hawadeth Al Sa’ah’s case 
is expected to be pro- 
nounced on Tuesday. 

"We are not concerned 
about the swearing-in cere- 
mony,” Dr. Hroub said. 
"It is a farce. They are 
playing games with us.” 

"We are awaiting the 
court’s ruling,” he added- 
“Air what we are con-, 
cerned about is whether the 
government or a minister 
or director can have the 
right to suspen'd a publica- 
tion.” 


Jj; ‘Europe requires feasibility studies 
: :ito support Jordan’s water projects’ 


; / ;.?'S\MMAN (Petra) — A par- 

amentary delegation which 
Dnduded a visit to Germany 

ided in Saudi Arabia ajSSXtLS 
. rn water and dam projects in 
'<• • '7 J "V.^gMdan was hindering Euro- 

■ ■ ' ; -;‘,.,.;ftan support to such pro- 

■■ : _ 

i- : At a meeting with the Low- 

i,-,* . : House of Parliament Fi- 

. ' r . Committee in the pre- 

. • I' of Planning Minister 

i.' . . .... '/..'i 1 ®* Khalaf and Post and 

r ; .'.."-.onimuiiications Minister 
0 • : 7.'..-'unal Saraireh, the delega- 

" ’ _ ■ said Jordan thus far did 

T ' ... 7 . w 'compleie feasibility stu- 

on water and dam pro- 
nto be carried out in 
■ l ^plenientation of the Jorda- 

* f O - oWP Pea« treaty, 

f Of tsfi ^ noted, makes it 

. . .. : y \'z ^“h for Europe to help 

’•* ' ^.tnan m carrying out these 

.• “ T; f.ner projects whose costs 

■ ;. - -I---'-;.', lount to aboat $400 mil- 




lion. 

They said Germany, for 
instance, was willing to help 
the Kingdom, but it is faced 
with the problem of lack of 
feasibility studies on projects 
to be carried out in Jordan.- 

They stressed that German 
officials they met with had 
emphasised that there were 
many opportunities available 
to the Jordanian side and that 
Jordan should move to be- 
nefit from them. 

The delegation members 
stressed the importance of 
establishing close coordina- 
tion between the LoweT 
House of Parliament and the 
Ministry of Planning to 
formulate plans to attract 
foreign investments to 
Jordan. 

Dr. Khalaf told the meet- 
ing that the Ministry of Plan- 
ning usually receives Euro- 
pe a n officials and 


businesspersons and familia- 
rises them with investment 
opportunities in the country. 

She said the ministry will 
present the House Finance 
Committee with a full report 
on such activities. 

At the outset of the meet- 
ing, Dr. Khalaf briefed the 
parliamentarians on the out- 
come of His Majesty King 
Hussein’s recent visits to 
France and the U.S. and 
issues the King discussed with 
officials in the two countries, 
particularly with regard to 
supporting the Jordanian 
economy after the signing of 
the Jordanian-Israeli peace 
treaty. 

She said the U.S. pledged 
to work on writing off the 
remainder of the $480 million 
in Jordanian debts to the 
U.S. before the end of this 
year. 


WHAT’S GOING ON 


* following listings are compiled from 
bulletins and the daily Arabic press. 
3/15 advised to verify the listed time 
with the concerned institutions. 

FILMS 

-T- Fj*™. Ger man ) entitled “Der Zer- 
tX ‘ ' - wwhene Krug” at Goetbe Institut at 7:00 

£1 aA' l,p ‘ ,n * 

tff ?£_* n ®*ed “Gothic** at the Phoenix; 

T !T. • ', I *P ep y for Culture and Art at U:00 noon 
** P-». 

POETRY RECITAL 

' P >tt, recital b, Mohammed Lafi, Hanna 

r i-- • Uni Hanna, Mahmoud Al Tal, Yousef 
tixhd Aziz, and Shawql Baghdadi at the 
,j. Waix Gallery for Culture and Art at 

- ; ' 30 p.m. 

JEWELLERY DISPLAY 

■' • “ S- !l ‘ i» exhibition of jewellery inspired by the 
. - ' ’ rture of Dhana idestgoed by Ammar 
hammndi in cooperation with the Royal 
. «kty for Conservation of Nature) at 

irat Al Funnn. 

LECTURE 

s’ ' 10 

' . V cture (in Arabic) entitled “Israeli Cnl- 

-e Towards Arabs and Arab Culture” 
J Dr. Ibrahim Abo Jaber at Abdul 

meed Sboman Foundation at 6:30 p.m. 


EXHIBITIONS 

☆ Exhibition of plastic art by several Jorda- 
nian artists at the Phoenix Gallery for 
Culture and Art. 

☆ Exhibition of paintings by Mahmoud Sadeq 
at Aha Art Gallery. 

☆ photography exhibition entitled “Fuentes 
de la Memoria” al Institute Cervantes (the 
Spanish Cultural Centre). 

& Exhibition of water colour and oil paintings 
by Jordanian artist Sa’id Haddadin at 
Orfali Art Gallery. 

☆ Exhibition of paintings by Samer Osama at 
the French Cultural Centre. 

4 Exhibition of paintings by Mohammad 
Mahrul Din Adhim at Balqa Art Gallery, 
Fufaeis. — . 

ft A collection of photos of Middle East doors 
by Julia Rehibolt at the Gallery, off the 
main lobby, Inter.Con tinea tal Hotel. 

ft Exhibition of art by Moroccan artist Farid 
Brikhahia at Darat Al Funnn of the Abdul 
Hameed Sboman Foundation. 

ft Exhibiton of copper sculptures by Iraqi 
artist Mohammad Hussein Jodi at tiie 
Phoenix Gallery for Culture and Art. 

ft Exhibition of graphic works by Rafiq Lab- 
ham at Darat Al Funnn. Also displaying 
works by contemporary Arab artists. 


Jordan, Egypt discuss maritime transport 
between Aqaba port, Suez Canal 


AMMAN (Petra) — Prime 
Minister Sharif Zeid Ben 
Shaker Saturday met with 
Mohammad Izzat Adel. 
Chairman of the Suez Canal 
Authority, who is currently 
on a several day visit to Jor- 
dan and reviewed with him 
cooperation between Jordan 
and Egypt, especially in mari- 
time transport. 

In a statement following 
the meeting, Mr. Adel said 
that he briefed the prime 
minister on the outcome of 
talks he had held with Minis- 
ter of Transport Samir Kawar 
and other officials on issues 
of comon concern as well as 
trade and stuping in the Suez 
Canal. 

Mr. Adel, who voiced bis 
country's desire to coordinate 
matters in shipping and 
trade, said he felt that Jordan 
was ready to cooperate fully 
with Egypt in these affairs. 
Asked about future coopera- 
tion between Aqaba and 
Egypt’s ports, Mr. Adel said 
that in the era of peace the 
Aqaba port is a vital outlet 
for the Suez Canal. 

It is in the interest of the 
Suez Canal Authority to see 
Aqaba port developed and 


the volume of shipping 
through it increasing, and the 
Suez Canal Authority is 
doing all it can to help Jordan 
achieve this goal, he said. 

Present at tiie meeting was 
Mr. Kawar as well as Dureid 
Mahasneh, the director 
general of the Jordanian 
Ports Corporation and 
Egypt's ambassador to Jor- 
dan, Wajih Hamdi. 

Earlier, Mr. Kawar and 
Mr. Adel met to discuss 
mutual cooperation in mari- 
time transport between 
Aqaba and the Suez Canal 
Authority . 

They both voiced their 
countries' desire to promote 
bilateral cooperation in the 
interest of their two peoples. 

According to Mr. Adel, 
the current meetings are held 
to complement discussions 
held earlier between officials 
- from the two countries. 

Mr. Adel said he was cer- 
tain that the two sides will 
reach a formula on coopera- 
tion in serving vessels that 
sail through the Suez Canal 
and pass through Aqaba, 
transporting goods for Arab 
countries. 

According to the Egyptian 



k. 


Minister of Industry and Trade Ali Abul the Suez Canal Authority Mohammad 
Ragbeb meets with visiting Chairman of Izzat Add (Petra photo) 


official, the talks are aimed at 
giving facilities in the Suez 
Canal to the port of Aqaba. 

Shoold an agreement be 
signed in this respect, it 
would be the first of its kind 
to be concluded between the 
Suez Canal Authority and 
any port around the world, 
granting the Jordanian port 
facilities and serving the in- 
terest of the Egyptian and 


Jordan people alike, Mr. 
Adel concluded. 

According to a statement 
following the talks, the two 
sides discussed among other 
topics reduction on fees for 
tourist vessels which pass 
through the Suez Canal head- 
ing for Aqaba in order to 
encourage vessels to dock at 
the Jordanian port. 

The Jordanian side re- 


quested Suez Canal fees on 
Jordan’s exports of phos- 
phate, potash and cement be 
reduced. { . 

The statement said the two 
sides agreed in principle to 
hold follow up meeting and 
to set np technical commit- 
tees to work out details of 
agreements concerning the 
reduction of fees. 


Head of Kingdom’s Gaza interest section named 


By a Jordan Times 
Staff Reporter 

AMMAN — The Foreign 
Ministry has named Ziad 
Majali, director of its Poli- 
tical Department, as head 
of the Kingdom's interest 
section in autonomous 
Gaza Strip, a spokesman 
said Saturday. 

Ahmad Mbeideen, head 
of the information section 
of the foreign ministry, also 
said the ministry had yet to 
locate suitable premises to 
house the interest section. 

Mr. Mbeideen said Mr. 
Majaii, 43, who has more 
than IS years of service in 
the foreign ministry, would 
travel to the Gaza Strip 
next week along with two 
other foreign ministry offi- 
cials to scout for an office 
and residential quarters^. . 

The team will come back 
to Amman : after complet- 
ing the- formalities related 


to the facilities and then 
return to the Gaza Strip to 
formally open the interests 
section. 

“We expect the office to 
be open and functional by 
late May or early June," 
Mr. Mbeideen told the Jor- 
dan Times. The precise ti- 
tle of Mr. Majaii was not 
immediately known, but it 
is likely to be “head of 
mission," he said. 

The Jordanian interest 
section will be the fourth Arab 
Haisra office in the Gaza 
Strip. Egypt, Morocco and 
Tunisia have already 
opened similar offices in 
the Gaza Strip, which, 
along with the West Bank 
town of Jericho, went 
under Palestinian auton- 
omy in May 1994. 

Mr. Majaii has served as 
attach^ at the Jordanian 
embassy in former Yugos- 
lavia and at the Kingdom's * 
mission in Washington. His 


last diplomatic posting out- 
side was as first secretary at 
the Jordanian mission in 
Cairo, Egypt. 

The Jordanian interests 
section is expected to be 
opened by the foreign 
minister, Abdul Karim 
Kabariti. Officials said the 
delay in opening the in- 
terest section was mainly 
due to the heavy schedule 
the minister had been 
keeping since assuming 
office in January. 

It will be Mr. Kabariti 's 
first visit to Gaza as foreign 
minister as and when he 
travels to the Mediterra- 
nean strip to open the 
Office. 

Jordan and the Palesti- 
nian National Authority 
(PNA) agreed in January 
that the Kingdom would 
open the interest section in 
the Gaza Strip to liaise 
between Amman and the 
PNA. .The agreement was 


part of a broad accord 
signed by Prime Minister 
Sharif Zeid Ben Shaker 
and PNA President Yasser 
Arafat, who is also chair- 
man of the Palestine Li- 
beration Organisation 

(plo); 

A foreign ministry team 
visited the Gaza Strip in 
late February and held 
talks with Mr. Arafat, PNA 
Planning Minister Nabil 
Shaath and other officials 
of tiie self-rule authority on 
Jordanian-Palestinian 
cooperation and issues re- 
lated to the interests sec- 
tion. 

The Jordanian decision 
to open an interest section 
in the Gaza Strip is seen as 
a move aimed at consoli- 
dating the Palestinian ques- 
tion to formally establish 
their identity in the occu- • 
pied territories. 

Jordan was among the 


first Arab countries to ex-- 
tend recognition to the in- 
dependent state of Pales- 
tine proclaimed in Novem- 
ber 1988 by the Palestine 
National Council in 
Algiers. The Kingdom was 
also the first Arab country 
to upgrade the status of the 
PLO “office in Amman to 
that of a diplomatic mis- 
sion. 

In practical terms, the 
interests section in the 
Gaza Strip would serve as a 
key reference point for all 
technical matters related to 
Jordanian-Palestinian 
cooperation in various sec- 
tors. 

The office will also be 
authorised to validate 
Palestinian documents for 
acceptance in Jordan. 
These will include birth and " 
-death- -certifiratps, export 
documents, educational 
certificates etc. 


Jerusalem’s Anglican bishop 
sends Easter message of love 


AMMAN (J.T.) — On the 
eve of Easter Sunday, His 
Eminence Samir Kafity. the 
Anglican bishop of Jeru- 
salem, issued the following 
Easter message focusing on 
the significance of the holy 
dty to the Christian faith: 

“From this point on the 
Mount of Olives, at 2,500 
feet above sea level, we are 
looking over Jerusalem, the 
mother dty of our Quistian 
faith. Our Lord himself 
caught sight of Jerusalem 
from a place near here, and 
spontaneously wept over it. 
His tears came because Jeru- 
salem did not recognise the 
things which were best for its 
peace. 

This year at Easter tide, we 
are all looking to Jerusalem 
and at Jerusalem. We see it, 
along with our two sisters' 
Abrahamic faiths, as a 
‘mother.’ 

While there is much to 
cause us to weep over it, we 
can also see this dty as the 
starting point for the joint 


journey of peace and justice 
for Muslims, Jews, and 
Christians. Let us view the 
dty through the eyes of St. 
Paul and see Jerusalem as 
'Free, the mother of us all,’ 
as he puts it in Galatians 
4:26. 

The motherhood of Jeru- 
salem for Jews, Christians 
and Muslims equally and 
without discrimination, is 
perhaps what Jerusalem 
could offer us this Easter.” 

Jerusalem contains the 
only cathedral in the world 
with an empty tomb. Here is 
the dty where the son of God 
died a cruel death on a cross. 
Here also he rose from the 
dead. Death simply could not 
hold the Prince of Life. 

The empty comb of Jeru- 
salem has for us this 
tremendous message of hope 
and new life, the resurrec- 
tion, the triumph of love. 
God’s love, over every evil, 
the triumph of life over 
death, the triumph of light 
over darkness." 


Sudan, Jordan sign agreement 
to cooperate in higher education 


AMMAN (Petra) — Jordan 
and Sudan Saturday signed 
an executive programme for 
the implementation of an 
agreement on cooperation in 
higher education. 

The agreement, signed by 
Minister of Higher Education 
Rateb Saoud and visiting 
Sudanese Minister of Higher 
Education and Scientific Re- 
search Ibrahim Ahmad Al 
Omar, calls for exchange of 
visits by faculty members to 
deliver lectures, cooperation 
in general research work con- 
ducted in Sudanese and 
Jordanian universities, ex- 


change of expertise between 
centres for scientific re- 
search, organising seminars 
on topics of mutual interest 
and visits by students from 
the two countries. 

Under the terras of the 
agreement, Sudan will grant 
Jordanian students six scho- 
larships for post graduate stu- 
dies, and Jordan will grant 
Sudan five post graduate 
scholarships at Jordanian uni- 
versities for the academic 
years from 1995 through 
1997. 

The two sides will also ex- 
change publications, research 


reports and literary work. 

Dr. AI Omar said Sudan 
was looking forward to in- 
creasing cooperation with' 
Jordan in various domains. 
He voiced his delegation’s 
appreciation of Jordan's 
readiness to cooperate with 
his country. 

Dr. Saoud expressed hope 
that Sudan and Jordan would 
reach an agreement on twin- 
ning their respective higher 
educational institutions in 
order to further promote 
joint work in higher educa- 
tion and research fields. 



Parliamentary team in Oman for talks 

MUSCAT (Petra) — A Jordanian parliamentary delega- 
tion led by Senate Speaker Ahmad Lawzi Saturday opened 
talks in Muscat with Omani Deputy Premier Fahr Ben 
Mahmoud Al Saeed and Abdullah Qnteibi, head of tiie 
Omani shura (consultative council). Mr. Lawzi briefed the 
Omani leaders on the Jordan-Israel peace treaty, stressing 
that it secured the restoration of Jordanian lands and water 
resources. Mr. Lawzi voiced Jordan’s support for any 
inter-Arab dialogue and expressed the Kingdom’s con- 
tinued desire to promote its relations with Oman and the 
Arab Gulf states. Mr. Quteibi said Oman was keen cm 
maintaining the strongest possible ties with Jordan and 
supports its endeavours at the pan-Arab and international 
levels. He said that Oman realises the numerous challenges 
facing tiie Kingdom and hopes that other Arab countries 
take positive stands towards the country. 

King Abdullah Canal undergoes maintenance 

AMMAN (Petra) — Work is under way to raise the 
efficiency of the King Abdullah Canal in the Jordan Valley 
and saving at least ID per cent of the water that is currently 
lost or wasted, according to Jordan Valley Authority 
(JVA) Secretary General Hashcm Shboul. He said in a 
statement Saturday that the JD 9.65 million project which 
will be completed in 30 months entails general maintenance 
of the canal, raising the walls, clearing and dredging the 
water way, removing residues and earth that collected from 
flood rains, and maintaining the canal gates through which 
water flows. Once the project has been completed, said 
Mr.- Shboul, a great deal of water that used to- be lost 
through cracks in the canal and worn-out gates would be 
saved. Mr. Shboul said that the project is being partly 
financed thr ou g h a $5 million loan obtained from the 
European Investment Bank. 


The University of Jordan , cordially invite you 
to attend a series of lectures for a group of 
Birgham Young University Professors (U.S.A), 
according to the following schedule: 

mam 


!3 11 : 00 - 12:30 


9 : 00 - 10:30 


University of Jordan, Said Al Mufti Auditorium 


Dr.Merritt 


"Lake Quality 
Studies 

and Evaluations" 


Dr.Rollins 

"Damage Potential Mapping 
to Define Influence 
of Local Soil Conditions 
on Earthquake Damage" 


S Ministry of Water and irrigation ,8th floor Auditorium 


Dr. Merritt 

"Optimal Design of 
Sewer Systems" 



Dr. Miller 

"Automated Water 
Shed Runoff 
Analysis" 


University of Jordan, Said Al Mufti Auditorium 


Dr. Merritt 

"Satellite Hydrology" 



Dr.Rollins 
"Identification and 
Mitigation 

Measures for Structure 
on Collapsible Soils" 
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Key evidences found at Japan 
cult complex in Fuji City 


TOKYO (R) — Japan’s 
police reportedly have linked 
through physical evidence a 
poison gas attack last month 
in Tokyo's subways with a 
doomsday cult, news reports 
said Saturday. 

The Yomiuri newspaper 
said police found specially 
homemade plastic bags, the 
same type of containers used 
in the March 20 attacks, at 
the complex of the Aum 
Shinro Kyo (Aum Supreme 
Truth Sect) at die foot of 
Mount Fuji west of Tokyo. 

At a building called the 
“Seventh Satian” at the 
Kamiku Ishhiki Complex, 
police also found a liquid 
dispenser used to pour sarin 
into the bags and the same 
organic solvent, di-ethyl ani- 
line, that was found on 
Tokyo subways after the 
attacks. 

Inside subway carriages, 
police found 11 bags made of 
three layers of plastic which 
were pricked with a needle to 
release liquid sarin which 


vaporised. No firms make 
these plastic bags. 

Twelve people died and 
5,000 passengers were in- 
jured in the March 20 attack. 

The bags were sealed three. 
rim es using a special laminat- 
ing machine, which _ was 
found at the sect's building in 
Fuji City, just south of their 
mam complex. Yomiuri said. 

Yomiuri and Asahi Shim- 
bun also said police would 
soon take sea gum Shoko 

Asahara into custody to ques- 
tion him about the allega- 
tions. More than 100 follow- 
ers have been arrested, in- 
cluding six top officials, but 
Ashar a has not been seen in 
public since the day before 
the subway attack. 

Police refused to comment 
on the reports. 

Meanwhile, police in 
Tokyo's twin port city Yoko- 
hama were looking for a man 
who “smelled like pepper” 
and was thought to be linked 
to Japan's third poison gas 
attack in a month. 


Thousands of police were 
thrown into the hunt for 
those responsible for Fridays 
latest attack at a Yqkohama 
department store in which 27 
people were taken to hospit- 
al. 

It followed an attack 
Wednesday at Yokohama's 
mam railway station in which 
500 people were briefly hos- 
pitalised and a March 20 
nerve gas attack on the 
Tokyo subway system where 
12 died and 5,000 were in- 
jured. 

Witnesses said they felt a 
pain in their throat when a 
man who “smelled like pep- 
per” walked past them. 

• Police suspect the man may 
have released the unidenti- 
fied fumes as he rode on 
escalators in the multi-floor 
store. 

Sarin gas was not used in. 
either attack in Yokohama, 
Japan’s major port near 
Tokyo. 

Police refused to rule out 
the possibility the same group 


was behind all three attacks. 

Bat they also were worried 
the Yokohama attacks might 
be copy-cat incidents which 
could divert police resources 
from the main focus of 
Japan’s biggest-ever police 
investigation, the subway 
horror which set off the na- 
tion's present mood of fear 
and lack of confidence in 
itself as a safe society. 

In other police leaks to 
Japanese newspapers Satur- 
jday, the Aum sea was por- 
trayed as planning to take 
over the Japanese govern- 
ment ift five years and have 
one of the world’s most 
powerful military by 1999. 

The Mainichi newspaper 
quoted the sea's 1991 docu- 
ment as saying: “Aum found- 
er and leader Shoko Asahara 
will be imprisoned in the 
1990’s but bis trial will prove 
the existence of supernatural 
powers and all 100 million 
Japanese will become follow- 
ers of Aum.” 


Factory blast causes huge fire in U.S. 


LODI, New Jersey (AP) — 
A chemical plant explosion 
ignited a roaring fire Friday 
that spread to several nearby 
buildings and sent flames and 
smoke billowing high into the 
sky. At least 11 people were 
injured. 

Flames rose as high as 
1,000 feet (300 metres) into 
the air and debris from the 
explosion landed blocks away 
from the Napp Technologies 
Inc. complex, authorities 
said. 

About 400 people were 


evacuated from several 
blocks around the plant, said 
Elaine Makatura, spokes- 
woman for the State Depart- 
ment of Environmental Pro- 
tection. 

“We’re pretty confident 
that there’s nothing environ- 
mentally dangerous going 
into the air, but we want to 
be sure," said Mayor Philip 
Toronto. 

Residents were urged to 
close windows and keep pets 
indoors. 

Employees said about 100 


people worked in the plant, 
but most would not have 
arrived by the time of the 
blast, shortly before 8 a.m. 

Hackensack Medical Cen- 
tre said it was treating 11 
people injured in the explo- 
sion. Spokeswoman Theresa 
Alaimo said eight were in fair 
condition ana one was in 
critical condition. The condi- 
tions of the other two were 
unavailable. 

At least eight of the in- 
jured are plant employees, 
Mr. Makatura said. 



■ - 

Former U.S.-Lieutenant Bill Robertson (right) and former 
Soviet Lieutenant Alexander SBvashko wave as they leave 
onboard a jeep for a revival patrol tour of Torgau. In Torgau, 
on the Elbe River, U.S. and Soviet army patrols met in April 
1945 for the first time during World War Q (AFP photo) 

Veterans shake hands 
where U.S., Soviets met 


TORGAU, Germany (R) — A 
former Soviet soldier and an 
American comrade, whose 
embrace half a century ago 
symbolised Nazi Germany’s 
doom, shook hands again Fri- 
day in the town where they 
and their allied armies had 
first met. 

U.S. and Red Army veter- 
ans, William Robertson and 
Alexander Sifvashko, whose 
1945 photograph proved to 
weary allied nations that vic- 
tory over Adolf Hitler was 
imminent, returned to Tor- 
gau to commemorate their 
historic meeting. 

Fifty years ago next Tues- 
day, the two reached out to 
each other across the ruins of 
a blown-up Elbe River 
Bridge in the East German 
city, a meeting which marked 
the beginning of the end of 
the Eastern and Western 
Fronts. 

“At the time I felt some- 
thing heroic had happened,” 
said Mr. Silvashkov, a Be- 
lorussian now aged 73 who 
wore a bemed ailed dark suit 
for the reunion. 

Mr. Robertson, then a 
lieutenant in the U.S. First 
Army, had memories of less 
euphoric feelings. 

“For me it was also a 
triumph over the German 
Wehrmacht,” said the 71- 
year-old, clutching a white 
baseball hat during the cere- 
mony in a local medical 
school's hall. “But I thought 
World War n was still far 
from over.” 

In fart Nazi Germany, 
which Hitler had vowed 
would rule for 1,000 years, 
capitulated just two weeks 
later on May 8. 

Later Friday the two veter- 
ans re-enacted the journey 
Robertson and three other 


U.S. soldiers made from their 
nearby base to the bridge the 
retreating Germans bad des- 
troyed. 

The unique meeting bad 
been a total surprise. The 
Americans’ trip had started 
out as a routine patrol of the 
area until, as they 
approached the town, they 
heard for the first time that 
the Soviet army was just 
across the river. 

The Soviets were suspi- 
cious at first, until a Russian 
who had been captured by 
- the Germans on the western 
Elbe bank called out to his 
comrades that the Americans 
had arrived. 

Robertson and Silvashko 
clambered over the bridge’s 
ruins to meet, and both still 
sounded relieved 50 years la- 
ter that the symbolic but 
dangerous gesture had not 
gone wrong. 

On Tuesday, the actual 
anniversary, Mr. Robertson, 
Mr. Silvashko and other 
veterans — including former 
German soldiers — will join 
local people in a memorial 
service at Torgau’s War 
Cemetery. 

By the time the two armies 
met at Torgau, east of Leip- 
zig and deep within what 
became the Soviet occupa- 
tion zone and later East Ger- 
many, the Americans and 
British had occupied most of 
Germany. 

Under the allied accord 
made at Potsdam, the U.S. 
army had agreed to move 
back west and hand control 
of a large chunk of land 
around nearby Leipzig over 
to the Soviets. 

The bridge itself was later 
rebuilt by die East Germans 
and dedicated to peace. 


Malaysia 
Front woos 
voters with 
development 
dollar . 

KUALA LUMPUR (R) — 
With two days before 
Malaysia goes to the polls 
Monday, Prime Minister 
Mahathir Mohammad’s 
powerful National Front 
coalition has ratcheted up its 
campaigning, launching pro- 
jects throughout the country 
and promising more develop- 
ment dollars to states who 
vote it. 

Mr. Mahathir left the north 
western state of Penang 
Saturday for one last pitch at 
opposition-controlled Kelan- 
tan state but not before be 
opened a 92 million ringgit 
($37.3 million) hospital, laun- 
ched an 96 million ringgit 
(S38.8 million) indoor sta- 
dium, opened a vocational 
school and witnessed the 
signing of a 160 million ring- 
git (S65 million) state-wide 
water supply project. 

It was Mr. Mahathir's 
second. visit in two weeks to 
Penang state, where the 
opposition Democratic Ac- 
tion Party (DAP), Malaysia’s 
largest opposition party, is 
fighting an aggressive polls 
battle with the front. 

On his way to Kelantan, 
Mr. Mahathir, who has 
mounted a tireless whirlwind 
campaign tour from populous 
Penang to rural townships in 
the North Borneo state of 
Sabah, will stop over at the 
mining state of Perak to open 
a 34 million ringgit (S13.8 
million) vocational school. 

On Friday, Deputy Priqie 
Minister Anwar Ibrahim, Mr. 
Mahathir’s heir apparent 
launched a 1.9 billion ringgit 
(S769 million housing project 
in the country's southernmost 
state of Johor. 

Opposition-run Kelantan 
state, through a sup- 
plementary National Front 
manifesto, was promised one 
billion ringgit ($405 million) 
in infrastructure develop- 
ment if it voted in the coali- 
tion by the Front’s state chief 
Annuar Musa Thursday. 

Kelantan, currently in the 
firm grasp of an opposition 
fundamentalist Islamic party, 
was also promised that some 
100,000 job opportunities 
would be created if the Front 
succeeds. 

“We will deliver what we 
have promised if we’re given 
the mandate to rule once 
again in Kelantan,” the Sun 
newspaper quoted Mr. 
Annuar as saying 

He said Mr. Mahathir had 
given his blessings and an 
assurance of the govern- 
ment's commitment in fulfill- 
ing the manifesto. 

In small villages where 
Malaysia's Orang Asli or in- 
digenous people live, roads 
are being upgraded and pow- 
er generators presented to 
villagers by candidates. 


Carter 
calls for 
probe of 
Pakistani 
murder 

ATLANTA (R) — Former 
President Jimmy Carter cal- 
led on Pakistan to give top 
priority to its investigation of 
the murder of a 12-year-old 
boy who was one of the coun- 
try’s leading campaigners 
against child labour. 

' Calling the shooting death 
of Iqbal Masih a tragic loss, 
Mr. Carter also said Amer- 
ican consumers could help to 
curb die exploitation of chil- 
dren in the Third World by 
questioning the origins of 
foreign-made carpets. 

“It is not often that people 
risk their own lives to bring 
hope and liberation to 
others,” Mr. Carter said in a 
statement. 

Masih worked as a carpet 
weaver from the age of four, 
when he was sold by his 
parents to a factory, until he 
was 10, much of the time 
shackled to a loom, according 
to his account to an interna- 
tional labour conference in 
Sweden last November. 

After learning of a law 
aimed at preventing exploita- 
tion of children two years 
ago, he declared his own 
freedom and organised 
efforts to educate other ctril- 
dren^ about their rights. Mr. 
Carter said the boy’s cam- 
paign had liberated hundreds 
of children until he was shot 
dead Sunday as he and two 
friends rode their bicycles in 
his village of Muridke. 

A labour reform group to 
which Masih belonged bas 
said landowners or carpet 
markers were behind the 
murder, but police say all 
reports point to a man whom 
the boy and two relatives had 
seen having sex with a donk- 
ey- 

“Whatever die outcome of 
the investigation, which I 
hope the government of 
Pakistan wiU make a top 
priority, the loss of this 
courageous human being is 
tragic,” Mr. Carter said. 

The Carter Centre said 
Pakistani human rights 
lawyer Hina Jilani, a member 
of die centre’s International 
Human Rights Council, also 
is investig a ting the murder. 

The former president be- 
longs to an advisory commit- 
tee that recommended Masih 
for a human rights award 
from athletic-shoe manufac- 
turer Reebok International 
Ltd in 1994. 
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A Vietnamese schoolgirl places burning in- 
cense on war veteran’s tombs in Long Khanh, 
wfikh fell to the North Vietnamese 20 years 


ago. Long Khanh, 80 km north of former 
Saigon, was the scene of heavy figh t ing during 
the war (AFT photo) 


Hanoi plans muted celebration 
of 1975 Vietnam War victory 


HANOI (AP) — Vietnam’s 
leaders, wary of upsetting the 
trend toward better ties with 
their former American 
enemy, plan a toned-down 
celebration of the Commun- 
ist victory over U.S. ally 
South Vietnam 20 years ago 
this month. 

“We will celebrate solemn- 
ly but thriftily," said the 
minister of culture and in- 
formation, Tran Hoan, at a 
news conference Friday. Mr. 
Hoan is head of the commit- 
tee planning events to mark 
the capture of Saigon by 
Communist forces on April 
30, 1975. 

Organisers have arranged a 
modest civilian and mili tary 
march rather than a full- 
blown military parade in the 
former South Vietnamese 
capital, known today as Ho 
Chi Minh City. Parades are 
expensive ana require too 
much rehearsing and equip- 
ment, Mr. Hoan said. 


The government has also 
given the celebration a lower 
priority than the 50th 
anniversary this September 
of Vietnam's declaration of 
independence from colonial 
France after World War EL 
Events for National Day. as 
it’s known, will continue 
from Sept. 2 until the end of 
the year, Mr. Hoan said. 

In contrast, the official vic- 
tory bash in Ho Chi Minh 
City will last just a few days. 
Events will include the march 
as well as dragon dances, 
outdoor concerts, speeches 
by Communist Party leaders 
and ceremonies to honour 
dead soldiers. 

Tbe government hopes to 
emphasise the theme of re- 
conciliation and its desire to 
make friends with all coun- 
tries as it seeks to modernise 
its war-ravaged economy. 
The celebration, therefore, 
should help improve Viet- 
nam's relationship with the 


United States, not hurt it, 
Mr. Hoan said. 

Relations between the Un- 
ited States and Vietnam have 
improved dramatically in the 
past few years. President Bill 
Clinton ended a 19-year eco- 
nomic embargo against Viet- 
nam last year, and the two 
countries set up liaison 
offices in each other’s capitals 
in January. 

U.S. officials say they’re 
pleased with Vietnam's coop- 
eration so far in efforts to 
learn the fate of 1,621 U.S. 
servicemen missing in action 
from the war — still the main 
obstacle to full diplomatic re- 
lations. 

Some congressmen want to 
upgrade ties with Hanoi and 
exchange ambassadors as 
early as this year, but a 
minority of activists and rela- 
tives of some of the missing 
men insist the Vietnamese 
must do more to help on tbe 
MIA issue first. 


Ghali: No need to restructure U.N. 


JAKARTA (AFP) — U.N. 
Secretary General Boutros 
Ghali Saturday denied tbe 
organisation needed to be 
radically restructured, saying 
it was fully capable of coping 
with the world's current 
problems. 

“I believe the U.N. has the 
possibility to deal with the 
problems of the post cold 
war. We do not need a 
change, a drastic change,” 
Dr. Ghali told a forum on 
foreign policy here. 

Dr. Ghali. who arrived 
here Friday for a four-day 
visit, said that what was 
needed was not a restructur- 
ing of the organisation but 
“the political will” of mem- 
ber states. 

He said that the main prob- 


lem with the effectiveness of 
the United Nations was that 
member states could not 
agree how to use the United 
Nations to solve international 
problems. 

A growing number of de- 
veloping countries have cal- 
led for reforms to the United 
Nations to make it more 
effective and more attuned to 
the world's problems which 
have changed vastly in the 49 
years since the organisation 
' was set up. . 

Included in the reforms 
called for was the restructur- 
ing of the U.N. Security 
Council, expanding its 
permanent membership from 
the current five. 

Dr. Ghali said that the 
U.N. was already undergoing 
administrative reforms, in- 


cluding a reduction in tbe 
numbers of its international 
civil servants as well as its 
budget. 

“We are doing the reforms 
but at the same time, we’re 
receiving increasing demands 
from member countries," be 
complained. 

He said such demands in- 
cluded calls for technical 
assistance, human rights pro- 
tection, for help in the pro- 
cess of democratisation and 
intervention in peace keeping 
operations. 

He said that one of the 
main problems faring the Un- 
ited Nations was finding 
donor .countries. “It is getting 
more and more difficult to 
find a donor country," the 
secretary-general said. 


4 rebels killed in Philippine bombing 


ZAMBOANGA, Philippines 
(R) — Four Muslim rebels 
were killed and six others 
wounded when Philippine 
warplanes bombed an island 
near the southern city of 
Zamboagna, the militar y said 
Saturday. 

The Thursday bombing of 
Sacol Island was part of a 
military bunt for the rem- 
nants of fleeing bands of 
Muslim extremists who 
raided the town of Ipfl on 
April 4 and killed 53 largely 
unarmed civilians. Marine 
Colonel Poudano Millena 
told Renters. 

He said die bombing was 
necessary because ground 
troops, found it hard to pur- 
sue the rebels on the island 
covered mostly by swamp. 

“It is very difficult to oper- 
ate in the swamps which has 
been the haven of criminals 
and lawless elements. You 
could easily get stuck in the 
mud, making it hard for our 
men to go after the enemy,” 


be said. 

Tbe bombing, winch occur- 
red at 15-minute intervals, 
caused some panic among 
coastal residents as they felt 
tbe ground shake during each 
attack. 

About 40 more rebels are 
being pursued, including 15 
who are believed to have 
participated in the Ipil raid. 
Col. Millena said. 

More than 200 heavily- 
armed guerrillas, linked to 
the Muslim fundamentalist 
group Abu Sayyaf, caused 
widespread damage in Ipil, 
790 kilometres southwest of 
Manila. 

President Fidel Ramos 
ordered an all-out offensive 
against tbe attackers and 
gave the military 60 days to 
round up the rebels. 

The rebels killed 20 of the 
hostages they had seized dur- 
ing their flight, survivors 
said. 

Tbe government said its 
troopers had killed 41 IpU 


raiders. 

Military checkpoints have 
been installed in Zamboanga 
and other major commercial 
centres ou Mindanao Island 
to prevent a repeat of the 
raid. 

The rebel Moro National 
Liberation Front (MNLF), 
which has entered into peace 
negotiations with govern- 
ment has repeatedly denied 
any participation in the raid. 

MNLF Chairman Nor Mis- 
uari, from his residence in the 
Middle East, said his group is 
committed to the peace pro- 
cess. 

Meanwhile, police have 
arrested eight Muslims in a 
swoop on a Muslim commun- 
ity Thursday night for illegal 
possession of firearms. They 
will be questioned about their 
links with the Abu Sayyaf. 

President Ramos Friday 
called for officials and the 
people to support tbe govern- 
ment in fighting Muslim ex- 
tremists. 


Simpson jurors rebel over removal of guardians 


LOS ANGELES (R) — Most 
of the jurors in the OJ. 
Simpson murder trial rebel- 
led Friday over the removal 
of three sheriffs deputies 
who had been guarding the 
panel. 

Thirteen members of the 
panel of 12 jnrors and six 
alternates refused to board 
the bus that takes them daily 
from their hotel to the cour- 
troom, demanding that Judge 
Lance Ito come talk to them. 
They eventually agreed to go 
to court but all wore black as 
a sign of protest and said they 
would refuse to enter the jury 
box until they had spoken to 
the judge. 

Court sources said two of 
the mutinous jurors, both 
female blacks, broke down 
and cried -Thursday when 
they learned that the three 
deputies had been removed 
on Judge Ito's orders. 

In an effort to deal with the 


most serious crisis yet in a 
case that has been beset with 
problems, Judge Ito was 
meeting in his chambers with 
individual jurors on a volun- 
tary baas. 

A court spokeswoman said 
any juror who wanted to talk 
to the judge was welcome to 
do so. She said the judge was 
talking to jurors with lawyers 
from both sides present as 
well as to Commander Pat- 
rick Holland of the Sheriffs 
Department. 

Legal analysts said Judge 
Ito was faced with the very 
real prospect of having to 
declare a mistrial unless he 
could defuse the explosive 
atmsophere in the jury room. 

“He is going to need the 
wisdom ox Solomon to re- 
solve this thing,” Sheriff 
Sherman Block commented 
on KTLA TV. He said he 
sympathised with the plight 
of the jurors, who he said had 


fewer liberties than prisoners 
in the jails he supervises. 

Tbe jury has been seques- 
tered since Jan. 11 — virtual 
prisoners in their hotel — and 
racial tensions reportedly are 
rampant, but Friday’s rebel 
included black and white 
jurors. 

Six jurors have already left 
the panel and the pool of 
alternates has dwindled from 
12 to six. With the case pro- 
ceeding's! a snail's pace and 
looking as though it could last 
another six months, the pros- 
pect of not having enough 
jurors by the end of it looms 
large. 

Simpson, a football hero 
turned popular sportscaster 
and TV pitchman, has 
pleaded not guilty to the stab- 
bing deaths of his ex-wife, 
Nicole Brown Simpson, and 
her friend, Ronald Goldman, 
who were murdered outside 
Nicole Simpson's townhouse 


on the night of June 12, 1994.' 
Simpson was arrested a week 
later and has remained in jail 
ever since. 

Judge Ito had the deputies 
— two white males and a white 
female — relieved of their 
jury duties Thursday after he 
interviewed a female black 
juror who asked to be taken 
off the panel. 

“I can't take it anymore,” 
the 25-year-old juror said, 
according to a transcript of 
their meeting. “It's just a 
combination of things 
throughout the last three 
months.”' 

Serious troubles were 
brought to light last week 
when dismissed juror Jeanet- 
te Harris went public on tele- 
vision, saying the panellists 
were tom by racial strife, that 
jurors had fought physically 
and that some deputies were 
promoting radial tensions by 
favouring white panellists 


Corrosion Is 
weakening Taj * 
Mahal— expert ' 

NEW DELHI (AP) 

Corrosion of metal ■ 

side the Taj Mahal is weak V 

mg the 17th century toot , * ' 

news agency reported Frid ' " 

Iron fasteners that hold fa ' ' 
marble slabs together 
dangerously corroding, j .. 
the monument could cofe ' 
if the corrosion spreads 
areas which support the fa 
onion-shaped dome, said I 
K.I. Vasu, a scientist, fa 
interview with Press Trust 
India news agency. Dr. Va 
a former head of the Cent 
Electrochemical Research 
stitute, a federal laborati 
that studies corrosion, si 
gested a detailed invest! 
tion of the structure to det 
mine the extent of cohosh 
B ecause of the corrosion, ( 
marble inside was cracki 
and dripping, Dr. Vasu sa 
Tbe decay can be stopped 
replacing tbe iron fasten 
with those made from soi 
rust-resistant alloy, he sa 
The corrosion is the lafi 
danger to the once pea 
white marble tomb in Ai 
that is yellowing because 
sulfur gases from facto: 
around. India’s Supret 
Court has ordered closure 
200 of the worst polfati 
factories around the 7 
Mahal, but thousands 
others continue to spew c 
smoke. The increase in t 
number of tourists has led 
more cars and buses, aggj 
vating the problem. Air sai 
pies collected around the T; 

125 miles (200 kflometri 
south of New Delhi, we 
found to contain as much 
eight times the pernussit 
quantities of suspended di 
mi cals. 

Surviving Dionne 
quints want 
compensation 

MONTREAL (R) — TE 
three surviving Dionne qui 
tuplets expect the Ontar 
government to respond tl 
week .to their demand f 
compensation for being e 
plotted as tourist attractioi 
dining their depression-e 
childhood, one of their soi 
said. Cecile, Annette Yvoni 
Dionne, who are 60 yea 
old, asked for Canadian do 
lars 10 million ($7.3 milli m 
in compensation in a letti 
sent to Ontario Premier Be 
Rae last November. In tf 
letter, they said they to 
exploited by die govemmei 
during their childhood : 
northeastern Ontario in If 
1930s. “From our birth, a 
were taken hostage, deprive 
of personal liberty withoi 
being allowed to go out i 
public, and financially c. 
ploited until our majority 
they said. When the quint 
plets reached 21, the age « 
majority, they were eat 
given Canadian dolla- 
160,000 ($116,000) from 
trust fund established wr 
profits from their commcna 
endorsements. “In my opi 
ion, they should have r 
ceived Canadian dollars 
million ($3.65 million),’’ Be 
trand Dionne, Cecfle’s sc 
and spokesman for the a 
tere, said. “These worm 
were kept in a fishbowl fi. 
the benefit of the public. ' 

Lesbian loses 
custody fight 
for son in 
Virginia 

RICHMOND, Virginia (1 . 

— A 25-year-old lesbian lost 
legal battle for custody of b 

son on Friday when the Vh| . 
ma Supreme Court ruled tt ' 
her sexuality could put t 
child at risk of social cone 
mnation. In a case watch 
closely fry gay rights groo • . 
across the United States, l 
justices split 4-3 in overtm 
ing a lower appellate cot 
ruling allowing Sharon Bj 
toms to regain custody . 
three-year-old Tyler ^ ' ■ 
tou. Legal experts saidj. 
woman is exported to sec*] 1 f j a . 
rehearing of the case. 5 t 
noted that reversals are rtf . 

“The mother is an 
custodian at this time, 3 ‘ 

the child's best inters . ; ' j 

would be prompted j 
awarding custody to ■« . -■ . 
grandmother,” Justioj..., •: 
Christian Compton 
Suzanne Goldberg ofjS ‘ 

York’s Lamda Legal D^s.. 

Fond said the ruling : - . 
from a national trendy y * 
which judges have rated 'i- r \ 
men and women to b® 
petent parents. Her ; 
supported Bottoms 
friend-of-couTt filing 7 ■» - 

asked justices to base »».; . 
decision on historical ? ^ 

dence rather than on V, ■ ?.■ 
dilation” about P r 25^Vf';- . 
that may lie ahead ' r 

Child. The court said 
was evidence that' BotjflU' 
has a history of moving^-./ j_. ‘ • >► „ 
place to place, that sb* 
on the support " 
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Rebels 
storm 
Sri Lanka 
army camp, 
34 dead 

COLOMBO (AFP) — Tamil 
rebels Saturday overran an 
army camp in eastern Sri 
Lanka killing at least 20 
soldiers, wounding 41 others 
and losing 14 of their own 
men, in the worst attack since 
they ended a three-month 
truce, officials said. 

Ignoring international cri- 
ticism of their renewed milit- 
ary campaign for independ- 
ence, the Tigers brought the 
death toll from fighting in the 
country's northeast to 56 in 
three days, according to the 
military officials. 

Dozens of guerrillas from 
the Liberation Tigers of 
Tamil Eelam (LTTE) 
stormed the army camp in 
Kaddamuruvi Kulam in the 
coastal Batricaloa district, 
killing at least 20 soldiers and 
wounding 41 others, the offi- 
cials said. 

- Another 11 troopers were 
pissing following the attack, . 
the worst since the Tigers 
ended their truce with the 
government Wednesday by 
blowing up two navy vessels 
and killing 12 sailors in north- 
east' Trincomalee. 

The military here said that 
security forces had retaken 
the camp and brought the 
“situation under control” fol- 
lowing nine hou rs of fighting 
in which 14 LTTE cadres 
were also killed. 

“We have reestablished 
the camp. The Tigers have 
fled the area after the 
attack,” chief military 
spokesman. Brigadier Nihal 
Jayakody, said. 

. At least 3 6 secu rity person- 
nel and 20 LTTE cadres have 
died in fighting since the 
LTTE unilaterally pulled out 
df the truce. 

, About 120 troops were in 
the camp when the rebels, 
firing mortars, rockets and 
shytll arms, pounded and tor- 
ched the base before fleeing 
in the face of army reinforce- 
ments rushed to the scene 
with air support, officials 

;.Prior...to their initial 
onslau ght Wednesday, the 
LTTE announced it was with- 
drawing from peace negotia- 
tions aimed at resolving the 
protracted ethnic conflict that 
has killed more than 30.000 
in the past two decades. 

• As the fighting intensified 
President Chandnka Kumar- 
atunga cancelled her planned 
trip Sunday to France where 
she was to attend a meeting 
of Sri Lanka’s aid donors 
later this month. 

.The increased violence 
came despite the European 
Union's (EU) appeal to the 
Tigers not to escalate the war 
and Washington’s strong cri- 
ticism of the rebels for break- 
ing the truce. 

In a statemen t Frid ay, the 
EU urged the LTTE not to 
“escalate the hostilities'' and 
“give a positive answer” to 
the government's peace drive 
and commence negotiations 
“on the elements of a politic- 
al solution.” 

Saturday's LTTE strike 
came shortly after the guerril- 
las killed four policemen in 1 
an ambush in neighbouring 
Trincomalee district and 
wounded another three elite 
police commandos in the ad- 
joining Ampara district. 

Mrs. Kum aratim ga has de- 
^.ribed the LTTE attacks as 1 
“a temporary setback,” and 
at a public rally in southern 
Matara Friday she vowed to 
resolve rhe conflict “with or 
without” the backing of the 
LTTE. 

The navy Satu rday 
thwarted a bid by the LTTE 
to blow up three of its vessels 





U.N. special envoy Yasushi Akashi (centre) sits 
on a chair and negotiates via satellite telephone 


with the U.N. in New York at Sarajevo Airport 
(AFP photo) 


N. Korea leaves open possibility of talks 


TOKYO (R) — North Korea 
left open the possibility for 
the first time Saturday that it 
might reopen talks with the 
United States on their deal to 
end the Communist state’s 
suspected weapons- 
produdng nuclear program- 
me. 

A statement by the North 
Korean Foreign Ministry car- 
ried by the official Korean 
Central News Agency 
(KCNA), monitored in 
Tokyo, said Pyongyang was 
studying a proposal by the 
United States to hold higher- 
level talks after meetings be- 


tween technical experts 
broke down in Berlin this 
week. 

The talks stalled over 
North Korean opposition to 
the U.S. proposal that rival 
South Korea supply reactors 
to replace Pyongyang's pre- 
sent models which produce 
plutonium that could be used 
in nuclear weapons. 

“Just after the negotiations 
broke off, roving ambassador 
of the U.S. State Department 
Robert Gallucci proposed 
political talks with the DPRK 
(North Korea) in the first 
week of May in Geneva,” a 


Foreign Ministry spokesman 
said. 

“We will take a necessary 
decisive measure after getting 
a detailed report of the nego- 
tiations from the DPRK de- 
legation and sounding out the 
real intention of the LJ.S. side 
on the government level." 

The comment backed away 
from what appeared an out- 
right rejection of higher-level 
talks by North Korean dele- 
gates when the Berlin talks 
broke down Friday, a dead- 
line set by Pyongyang for 
settlement of the issue. 


Nerve gas attack at Disneyland foiled 


NEW YORK (R) — Federal 
authorities say they foiled an 
apparent "terrorist" plan for 
a Japan ese-style gas attack on 
Disneyland amusement park 
over Easter, the Baltimore 
Sun reported. 

In its Saturday editions the 
newspaper, quoting unnamed 
federal officials, said the sus- 
pected attack was interrupted 
when two Japanese travellers 
were picked up at Los 
Angeles International Air- 
port. 

The Sun said the two 
Japanese men were picked up 
shortly before Easter after 
Tokyo police alerted the FBI 
that they were flying in. The 
paper said it did not know the 
current status of the two 
men. 

; " According to the newspap- 
er. the two are associated 


with the cult Aum Shinri Kyo 
which is suspected of releas- 
ing sarin nerve gas into the 
Tokyo subway last month 
killing 12 people. The sect 
has denied any links to that 
attack. 

The two were said to have 
carried written instructions 
on how to manufacture sarin 
and a videotape revealing de- 
tails of plans for an attack. 

Federal officials, according 
to the newspaper, were ear- 
lier contacted by Disneyland 
executives after they received 
a letter suggesting something 
was going to happen at the 
park in Anaheim, California. 

The Sun said President Bill 
Clinton had referred to the 
case without disclosing speci- 
fics when he referred to a 
“possible terrorist incident" 


which he said federal author- 
ities had been ready to try 
and prevent. 

Mr. Clinton mentioned the 
case as an example of unseen 
counter-terrorist activity by 
the government. 

The Sun said federal offi- 
cials had tii»i denied the in- 
MrnJuJii'll bill said I l)c\ could 
not discuss that sort of case m 
oiiL'i’iiie imcshe. iiioti \n 
I Ml tpokesman. Paul Bres- 
son said there would be "no 
official comment at this 
time." 

The newspaper reported 
that the case had resulted in 
eight members of a special 
team that deals with chemical 
agents being sent to Disney- 
land tci assess the danger on 
April 13 three days before 
Easter. 


Italy’s right more united than left 
for Sunday’s regional elections 


ROME (AFP) — Campaign- 
ing for Sunday's Italian re- 
gional polls, seen as a trial 
run for general elections de- 
manded by former Prime 
Minister Silvio Berlusconi, 
ended with a show of unity by 
rightist parties while the left 
seemed more divided. 

All four main parties of the 
right and centre-right 
attended a rally Friday night 
in Rome. * 

Gianfranco Fini, leader of 
the far-right National 
Alliance, was given a stand- 
ing ovation while Rocco But- 
tiglione — a recent arrival in 
the rightist camp centred on 
Berlusconi — made a strong 
anti -Communist speech. 

Mr. Buttiglione accused 
the Communists of “seeking 
to take money from the real 
workers." comments which 
drew thunderous applause. - 

He was rejected earlier this 
year by his Popular Party — 
formerly the centrist Christ- 
ian Democrats who until 1994 
dominated post-war Italian 

politics when half the 

members of the movement’s 
executive elected to replace 
him as leader. 

For its pan the Italian left, 
headed by Massimo D'Ale- 


ma’s Democratic Party of the 
Left — formerly the Com- 
munist Party — appeared 
somewhat divided, which 
could cost it dearly in Sun- 
day's poll. 

The single-round voting 
system under which the elec- 
tion is being conduced tends 
to favour larger coalitions 
such as the Berlusconi -led 
alliance. 

In contrast, several fac- 
tions will be competing 
against each other for the left 
and centre-left vote. 

The Northern League, a 
former ally of Mr. Berlusconi 
whose defection last Decem- 
ber forced the media mag- 
nate's administration out of 
office after seven months in 
power, be decided to go to it 
alone. So has the Marxist 
Refounded Communist Par- 
ty- 

some 43 million Italians are 
eligible to vote, but the cam- 
paign has not attracted huge 
crowds. 

To boost their campaigns, 
both the left and the right 
have tried to woo Italy's 
popular former Judge Anto- 
nio Di Pietro, who 
spearheaded the massive 
anti-corruption Clean Hands 
campaign until his resigna- 


tion in December. 

Both sides are trying to 
capitalise on his immense 
popularity, despite repeated 
assertions by Judge Di Pietro 
that he is not interested in 
politics. 

Italians however are not 
convinced, and were not sur- 
prised when Mr. Berlusconi 
announced last week that he 
had met the former Milan 
judge. 

The weekly Expresso 
magazine then quoted Judge 
Di Pietro as denying that 
such a meeting took place, 
but admitting he spoke to 
Mr. Berlusconi on the phone. 

The left siezed the oppor- 
tunity to accuse Mr. Berlus-. 
coni, but was left with egg on 
its face after Judge Di Pietro 
Friday said he had indeed 
met the television magnate to 
"discuss politics.” 

Meanwhile a leading candi- 
date for Mr. Berlusconi’s 
Forza Italia party in the 
southern town of Sorrento 
was arrested Saturday for 
alleged corruption, judicial 
sources said. 

Marco Fiorentino. Who is 
the town's mayor, was 
favoured for reelection Sun- 
day. 


Up to 100 killed in Rwandan camp, aid workers say 


KIGALI (R) — Aid workers 
in Rwanda said Saturday up 
to 100 people had been killed 
overnight in a packed camp 
for tens of thousands of 
Hutus, and United Nations 
positions were under fire 
from Rwandan govemmnet 
troops. 

The workers said up to 200 
wens wounded at Kibeho, 
where Rwanda’s now Tutsi- 
dominated army has moved 
in to dose the camp and pin 
down Hutus they believe 
took part as militiamen in last 
year’s genodde of up to a 
million people, mainly Tut- 
sis. 

“There are definitely 100 
to 200 wounded in Kibeho. 
T he number of dead are lin- 
ear 1 firmed because no one 
can - get out to count the 
bodies but that is the esti- 
mate,” said one official 

* There is shooting in Kibe- 
ho right now. The U.N. Zam- 
bian force and other foreign 
elements are together under 


cover,” the offidal, who de- 
clined to be identified, told 
Reuters. 

Major Peter Seaman, of 
the Australian U.N. medical 
support force which has 
medical staff and guards in 
Kibeho, said stray fire from 
the Rwandan army was hit- 
ting U.N. positions. 

‘‘We don’t believe they are 
firing at us but because the 
people (Hutus) are between 
us and the" RPA there are 
some rounds hitting our posi- 
tion,” he said. 

Mayhem has broken out 
among hundreds of 
thousands of Hutus since 
Rwanda Patriotic Army 
(RPA) troops dosed in on 
Kibeho and other camps for 
internal refugees in south- 
west Rwanda. * 

They fled there last year 
afraid of revenge by the 
Tutsi-dominated RPA after it 
overthrew the Hutu-led gov- 
ernment that presided over 
the slaughter of Tutris and 


moderate Hutus. 

For the past five days, 
frightened Hutus in Kibeho 
have packed into ever smaller 
spaces which aid workers fear 
could breed epidemics, some 
have tried to break through a 
tightening RPA cordon and 
savage fights have broken out 
among Hutus themselves 
with primitive weapons like 
knives and machetes. 

Up to 22 were killed and 40 
wounded Thursday night by 
RPA fire, fighting among the 
refugees and panicked stam- 
pedes. 

The government in Kigali 
says it must dose the nine 
camps in southwest Rwanda, 
which house up to 250,000 
Hutus, because Hutu hardlin- 
ers who carried out die three- 
month genodde are regroup- 
ing there and using them as 
training grounds. 

The two main ethnic 
groups in the central African 
country have been at each 
other’s throats for decades 


and, after the genodde, few 
people see any chance of 
reconciliation soon. 

Aid workers said an adult 
and a child, shot in the back, 
were among those killed Fri- 
day. Many casualties arrived 
Saturday at a hospital in the 
camp with machete wounds. 

One aid worker said some 
7,900 Hutus had been 
allowed by the army to leave, 
many on foot. But up to 
80,000 more were stuck in- 
side the cordon and RPA 
troops opened fire on some 
trying to break out, suspect- 
ing them of being Hutu mili- 
tiamen. 

“Apparently the DPs (dis- 

E laced persons) tried to 
reak through the cordon 
and shots were fired. A num- 
ber of DPs also tried to break 
into die Zambian compound 
and tried to seize weapons or 
take sanctuary and were 
ejected,” Maj. Seaman said. 
. “There Js also a lot of 
fi ghting between the DPS.” 


Akashi, envoys leave Sarajevo 

Ghali threatens to withdraw peacekeepers 


SARAJEVO (Agencies) — 
U.N. special envoy Yasushi 
Akashi and four Western di- 
plomats left Sarajevo 
together by plane Saturday, 
bowing to threats from Bos- 
nian Serb rebels who had 
prevented the quartet from 
entering the city. 

The plane with the officials 
took off at 2:30 p.m. (1230 
GMT) from Sarajevo Airport 
en route for Zagreb, an AFP 
correspondent at the airport 
said. 

The diplomats, including 
two representatives of the in- 
ternational Contact Group 
on former Yugoslavia, were 
effectively forced out of the 
city after being stranded at 
the airport since Friday after- 
noon, while Mr. Akashi said 
Serb leaders had snubbed his 
calls for talks to resolve the 
impasse. 

The four officials were 
U.S. and German Contact 
Group experts Robert Fra- 
sure and Michael Steiner. 
U.S. charge d'affaires John 
Menzies and U.S. diplomat 
Jack Zetakulic. 

Mr. Steiner said the group 
had “come for peace negotia- 


tions," adding: “It’s not posi- 
tive for the Bosnian Serbs 
that we have to leave like 
this.” 

Lieutenant Colonel Gary 
Coward, spokesman, for 
General Rupert Smith who 
heads U.N. forces here, said 
the stand-off marked a 
“watershed” in develop- 
ments in Bosnia. 

He added that the Serbs 
had at the last minute agreed 
to allow the diplomats into 
Sarajevo. 

But “sadly they attached a 
number of conditions which 
were unacceptable to both 
Mr. Akashi and the diplo- 
mats,” he said. 

The U.N. offidal said the 
Serbs had demanded that the 
diplomats leave Sarajevo ear- 
ly Saturday evening and 
agree to meet Bosnian Serb 
leaders at Serb-held barracks 
in the dtv’s Lukavica suburb. 

At 1:50 p.m. (1150 GMT) 
the Bosnian Serbs “admitted 
that they had perhaps made a 
mistake,” Col. Coward 
added. 

Mr. Akashi earlier Satur- 
day agreed to leave the Bos- 
nian capital for Zagreb with 


the diplomats after Serbs 
pressured him to take the 
quartet out with him, mark- 
ing the latest in a series of 
humiliations he has suffered. 

The envoy, who had tried 
in vain for two days to get 
Bosnian Serb and Bosnian 
government forces to agree 
to respect and extend a 
much-violated ceasefire that 
expires on May 1, said he had 
been unsuccessful in trying to 
meet with Serb leaders to 
resolve the issue. 

Forced to postpone his 
scheduled departure from the . 
city Friday after being 
threatened if he did not leave 
with the diplomats, Mr. 
Akashi said he had tried re- 
peatedly through Saturday 
morning to arrange a meeting 
with Serb leader Radovan 
Karadzic or his military chief 
General Ratko Mladic. But 
“neither was available." 

He said Mr. Karadzic 
might have been able to meet 
later, but added, “I cannot 
wait that long and the feeling 
of myself and of the diplo- 
mats is that we should go 
back to Zagreb.” 

Col. Coward said U.N. 


civilian affairs chief Enrique 
Aguilar was en route Satur- 
day for Pale, the separatist 
Serbs' mountain stronghold 
near Sarajevo, to tty to see 
Serb leaders. 

The crisis blew up when 
the diplomats arrived at the 
airport Friday afternoon 
aboard the U.N. Yak-40 air- 
craft that was to have flown 
Mr. Akashi back to Zagreb. 
The Serbs charged that they 
had not been consulted over 
the diplomats' presence on 
the flight. 

The suburb where the air- 

g ort is located was overflown 
aturday by several planes 
from the North Atlantic 
Treaty Organisation — AA- 
10 Th underblots known as 
“tankbusters” — that re- 
leased heat flares to divert 
possible missiles. 

Standoffs between the 
Serbs besieging Sarajevo and 
U.N. and international offi- 
cials have intensified recent- 

ty- 

Last week, the Serbs re- 
fused permission to the then 
U.S. ambassador to Bosnia 
Victor Jacovic to leave 
Sarajevo by U.N. plane. 


Russian helicopters attack Chechen bastion 


MOSCOW (Agencies) — 
Russian Helicopter gunships 
Saturday fired on a key rebel 
stronghold of Bamut in west- 
ern Chechen y a but ground 
troops made no fresh 
attempts to take the heavily 
fortified village, Interfax 
News Agency said. 

It said four helicopter 
gunships raided Bamut, ab- 
out 50 kilometres southwest 
of regional capital Grozny, in 
the morning. “Sporadic 
shoot-outs flare up every now 
and then but the federal 
troops do not launch any 
active operations,” Interfax 
said. 

Bamut, where separatists 
have resisted Russian troops 
for more than three months, 
is a gateway to mountainous 
rebel-held areas in southern 
Chechenya. 

The Russians, who seized 
most of the central and north- 
ern parts of the breakaway, 
region during a military cam- 
paign begun last December, 
are keen to gain control of 
the mountainous south as 
soon as possible. 

Interfax said Friday 19 
Russian servicemen were kil- 
led in the latest bid to seize 
Bamut which began earlier 
this month. On Wednesday 
they captured the village for 
just one day but had to re- 
treat because of heavy rebel 
shelling from nearby hills. 

Interfax quoted the Rus- 
sian military as saying Friday 
troops had advanced into the 
mountains through areas 


bordering another Russian 
region, Dagestan, Checfaeny- 
a’s eastern neighbour. There 
was no independent con- 
firmation of the report. 

Meanwhile an anti-war de- 
monstration that began in 
Moscow six weeks ago and 
had been blocked by soldiers 
on the way to the Chechen 
capital finish ed quietly Friday 
at Grozny's bombed-out 
presidential palace. 

About 120 people — most 
of them Chechen women, 
Buddhists and Russian sol- 
diers' mothers — gathered at 
the downtown Peoples* 
Friendship Monument. Ab- 
out half of them then mar- 
ched down a bombed-out 
street to the palace square a 
half-mile away. 

A small crowd of curious 
passersby gathered to watch 
the Grozny protest Friday, 
and some joined in. They had 
not heard of the marchers, 
since Grozny has. been with- 
out electricity ofr 1 newspapers 
for months. 

T don’t know the exact 
aim of this march, but I'm 
against Russia,” said Kha- 
mad Zhuzhaev, 52, who 
jumped into the protest in 
Grozny. “Chechenya doesn't 
need a big brother.” 

Others said they supported 
the march but were afraid to 
join it. A handful of Russian 
soldiers with Kalashnikov 
assault rifles stood by. Three 
unarmed men in Russian uni- 
forms broke into the circle of 
protesters at the monument 


and took pictures of them. 

Protesters held signs with 
slogans such as “hands off 
Chechenya,” and “soldiers: 
Every shot is a shot at your 
mothers,” some appealed to 
Western leaders not to attend 
World War II victory celebra- 
tions as planned next month 
in Moscow. . 

The protest, organised by 
the Soldiers' Mothers Com- 
mittee. was billed as a march 
from Moscow to Grozny, 
although protesters made 
much of the trip in cars and 
buses, including the drive 
into Grozny Friday. 

Denied a permit to march 
in the Chechen capital last 
month, they had no permit 
this time but encountered no 
resistance from military au- 
thorities. 

In recent weeks, they were 
blocked a few times around 
the village of Samashky, 
. which was attacked by Rus- 
sian Interior Ministry troops 
early this month, with- heavy 
civilian casualties and wide- 
spread destruction. 

On Friday, they took a 
northern route that avoided 
the village. 

One of the protesters, Shu- 
misat Zaurbekova, said she 
has three sons fighting with 
the Chechen rebels in their 
home town of Bamut, in 
southwest Chechenya. 

“What can my sons do? 
They can't just He down and 
sleep, they have to defend 
their home,” she said. 

A soldier passing by, who 


identified himself as Alyosha, 
said he didn't mind the pro- 
test but didn’t think it would 
change anything. . 

“They’re walking here 
now, but at night there's 
shooting,” he said. 

As for his own mother, he 
said, “she’s here. She helps 
us — she cooks and helps do 
laundry.” 

. In a separate development, 
the head of the Soros Found- 
ation appealed pubUdy for 
help Friday in finding an 
American aid expert and his 
colleagues who have been 
missing in Chechenya for 
nearly two weeks. 

.Frederick Cuny, a consul- 
tant to the foundation, his 
interpreter and two Russian* 
Red Cross doctors last con- 
tacted Soros officials by radio 
on April 9. 

“This allows us to be some- 
what optimistic,’’ foundation 
President Ary eh Neier told a 
news conference Friday. “We 
think it’s probable that they 
are aUve and simply not able 
to contact us.” 

Mr. Neier said the founda- 
tion had not sent a search 
party to Chechenya, but had 
had flyers printed with Mr. 
Cuny's photograph and de- 
scriptions of Mr. Cuny and 
interpreter GaHna Oleinik. 

He said the foundation 
asked the U.S. embassy for 
help. An embassy spokesman 
said two embassy officers 
would go to Chechenya this 
weekend. 


Polls: Chirac to be president, 2nd place unclear 


PARIS (AFP) — Right-wing 
Paris Mayor Jacques Chirac 
seems certain to succeed 
Socialist Francois Mitterrand 
as French president, a clutch 
of opinion polls showed a day 
ahead of Sunday’s first round 
of voting. 

The polls were carried out 
this week and details were 
released by polling institutes 
Saturday, ahead of Sunday's 
vote for which some 40 mil- 
lion electors are eligible. The 
polls may not be published in 
France. 

But Chirac’s competitor in 
the May 7 run-off round was 
less certain, with pollsters 
predicting Socialist candidate 
Lionel Jospin either slightly 
ahead of his right-wing rival 
Edouard Balladur, or both 
politicians neck and neck. 

Three polls out of six 
showed Mr. Jospin with a 
significant lead over Prime 
Minister Balladur, while the 
other three had the two men 
in a virtual dead heat. 

Mr. Chirac and Mr. Balla- 
dur are from the same Rally 
For the Republic (RPR) par- 
ty- 

All the candidates were 
observing a truce Saturday as 
campaigning stopped at mid- 
night Friday under electoral 
regulations. 

One poll for the IPSOS 
institute, carried out for the 
weekly Le Point Thursday 
and Friday, gave Mr. Chirac 
23 per cent of the vote, a 
score down by two points 
compared to a week ago. 

IPSOS said that Mr. Balla- 
dur bad 19 per cent of voting 
intentions (one per cent 
down) and Mr. Jospin 18 per 
cent (two per cent down). A 
total of 34 per cent were still 
undecided. 

The SOFRES institute, 
which also polled voters 
Thursday and Friday, pre-' - 
dieted 24 per cent for Mr. 
Chirac, 20.5 per cents- for Mr. 
Jospin and 16.5 per cent for 
Mr. Balladur. It gave the 
total number of undecided 
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French Prime Minister and presidential candt- April 23 for the first round of tbe presidential 
date Edouard Balladur (left) and his wife elections. The second round will be held on 
Marie- Josepbe (next to him) taste a glass of St. May 7 (AFP photo) 

Amour wine. France will go to tire ballots 


voters as 25 per cent. 

All the polls said that Mr. 
Chirac would emerge tee vic- 
tor in the election regardless 
of his rival in the second 
round. 

National Front leader 
Jean-Marie Le Pen came in 
fourth place, with 14 or 15 
per cent of the vote — rough- 
ly the same as his score in the 
last presidential election in 
1988. 

Communist candidate 
Robert Hue was dose to 10 
per cent, slightly up on the 
party's 1988 score, while the 
two extreme-left and ecolog- 
ist candidates were predicted 
to obtain from four to six per 
cent. 

The maverick right-wing 
candidate Philippe De Vfl- 
liers would garner aboat six 
per cent, according to the 
polls which said that Jacques 
Cbeminade, a relative un- 
known dose to U.S. extreme; 
rightist Lyndon LaRouche. 
would virtually disappear 


from slight. 

The composition of the 
run-off will play a major role 
in determining how France’s 
political landscape unfolds in 
the coming years, analysts 
said. 

A Chirac/Balladur contest 
on May 7 would leave bitter 
scares within the rightist 
camp, as the two long-time 
political allies have locked 
horns with increasing vigour 
as elections day has drawn 
nearer. 

It would also consign the 
French left to a further spell 
in the political wilderness af- 
ter electors deserted the then 
governing Sodalist Party in 
droves in March 1993 general 
elections and in voting for the 
Ewopean Parliament in June 

With the left having con- 
tested every presidential run- 
off since 1969, a Chirac/ 
Jospin duel would conform 
with tradition. 

But even with the second- 


round support of Commun- 
ist, Trotskyist and ecologist 
voters, Mr. Jospin is credited 
with no chance of winning. 

The first-round elimination 
of Mr. Balladur would also 
permit his liberal wing and 
Chirac Gaullist wing of the 
RPR to secure a swifter re- 
conciliation. 

But that would not prevent 
the prime minister from car- 
rying out his declared inten- 
tion of leading a right-wing 
opposition to a Chirac pres- 
idency, notably on economic 
and social issues. 

Polling stations open Sun- 
day at 06:00 GMT. They 
close at 1600 GMT, except in 
Paris and other large cities, 

. where voting will continue 
until 1800 GMT. 

Polling institute computer 
projections collated on the 
basis of already-counted 
votes will be released as soon 
as polling ends. Final results 
are expected early Monday 
morning. 


Opinion & Analysis 


£ 

wr 

a 

:a 

ft- 

ft: 

«" ! 
id" 
T 

ir", 

u,”, 

e*. 

a? 1 

N n 

ir" 

rl' 

f 

g 




» 

ss 1 '. 
Hill 
■a* 

$ 

it# 

2R 
Lfi d 
»,V 


* 


l 4 ,? 
ft* 
V- 
Je I 

fcs / 

I 

fc 

Is- 

I 

?! 

r<. 

e;' 

t 

c'. 
W . 


& 


Jordan Times 

Aa independem And pobucai <My prttitod m Eagh* by the Jordan Pm FouwUiion 
- ' EaaMshcd 1*75 

.V'A 1 '. * ■ ■ ■* i * 1 ,> ^iTU J - >jC U-JJ— 

Chairman of the Board of Directors: 

MAHMOUD AL KAYED 
Director general: 

MOHAMMAD AMAD 
£ditor-ii»-Cliief: 

GEORGE S. HAWATMEH 

Editorial and advertising offices: 

Jordon Press Foundation, 

University Road, P.O. Box 6710, Amman, Jordan. 
Telephones: 667171/6, 670141-4 
Tefer. 21497 ALRAI JO 
Facsimile: 696183 

The Jordan Times s published daily except Fridays. 
Subscription and advertising rates are available from the 
I Jordan Times advertising department . 

Blazing trail at Qatar 

THE CONVENING of the Arab Thought 
Forum’s plenary session in Qatar on 
Wednesday and Thursday under the chair- 
manship of His Royal Highness Crown 
Prince Hassan was a timely occasion to assess 
and study the challenges that have been 
facing the Arab World and to take a look at 
what might happen in the future. Having not 
convened since the advent of the Gulf crisis 
in 1990, two basic and very consequential 
events were identified as the most crucial 
developments that necessitated more than 
ever before the holding of the long-awaited 
meeting of influential Arab intellectuals. One 
was the Iraqi invasion of Kuwait in 1990 and 
its dire results on the Arab Nation. The 
second was the process of peace in the Middle 
East and its culmination in the Palestinian 
and Jordanian peace agreements with Israel. 

The Gulf war and the peace process that 
followed were described by Crown Prince 
Hassan as being not only most consequential 
but also as having caused shock waves across 
the Arab World which in turn triggered 
additional disarray and confusion. That is 
why the Crown. Prince cautioned that the 
Arabs need to examine factually and soberly 
the two developments not for the purpose of 
adding recriminations but rather for attain- 
ing a better understanding and appreciation 
of the cluster of facts and circumstances that 
had led to them. 

A true scientific and intellectual perusal of 
the genesis of the Gulf crisis can only serve as 
an effective assurance that a similar tragedy 
would never recur, the Crown Prince 
asserted. The same applies to the Israeli- 
Arab peace process which has caused further 
misunderstandings and mistrust between the 
Arab countries. 

While the Arab intellectuals continue to be 
divided on what needs to be done in the 
aftermath of the Gulf war and many of them 
have their reservations and apprehensions 
about the peace process, most of them 
fortunately now agree that the solution to the 
Arab World’s external problems lies with us 
here at home. We have to start with spring- 
ing new roots for a new and viable Arab 
order based on respect for democracy, poli- 
tical pluralism, human rights and genuine 
economic development. This is a very impor- 
tant step forward indeed given the fact that 
Arab intellectuals had been divided down the 
middle until the recent past on the value of 
adopting these basic ingredients for creating 
a healthy and progressive society, especially 
for an ancient part of the world like ours. 

The Arab intelligentsia has a pivotal role 
to play in the shaping of the Arab future and 
they must play it by taking the initiative. The 
time is now, and for that we can only laud the 
effort behind convening the Qatar meeting. 
It helped the cause immeasurably. 

ARABIC PRESS COMMENTARIES 

EVERY TIME a terrorist act is committed. Western and 
Zionist fingers point to Arabs and Muslims whose image 
continues to be distorted in the Western media, said Sultan 
A1 Hattab in commenting on the Oklahoma bombing. The 
writer said that while condemning all acts of terrorism, we 
point to the destruction of Chech enya and the killing of its 
people, the attacks on the Kurds and the Bosnians and the 
siege of 18 million Iraqis as acts of terrorism, far exceeding 
the honor of the Oklahoma people. The most horrible act 
of terrorism is perhaps the continued detention of 6,000 
Palestinians and the repression to which the Palestinian 
people are subjected day and night, continued the writer. 
White we fed sad for die victims of the Oklahoma incident, 
we would like to remind the world of other victims of acts 
of terrorism in Somalia and Afghanistan, said Mr. Hattab. 

A COLUMNIST in A1 Dustour said that the Israeli Labour 
Party is bound to lose the elections of 1996 because it has 
failed to win the battle of peace. Mohammad Kawash said 
that Israeli Prime Minister Yitzhak Rabin and his Labour 
Party had won the previous general elections on a peace 
platform and pledges that the Jewish state will achieve 
peace with its neighbours and the Palestinian people. But, 
the writer said, Mr. Rabin and his government are still 
hesitant in their dealings with the Arab countries, especial- 
ly Syria and have retreated from pledges to redeploy Israeli 
troops in the West Bank and organise die Palestinian 
elections. Of course, Mr. Rabin is afraid of the Likud 
opposition and is careful not to antagonise its leaders, said 
the writer, who added that such hesitancy and such breach 
of commitment towards the peace process are leaving the 
Labour government in limbo. 


Sunday's Economic Pulse 


By Dr. Faked Fanek 


Jordan, Israel sign a meaningless 
agreement on tourism 


IT SEEMS that cultural normalisation between the Arabs 
and Israel started to take place in the Israeli side with Israel 
starting to behave in an Arab manner and entering into 
meaningless agreements which like the wholesale agree- 
ments signed recently between Jordan and Palestine, do 
not commit the parties to do anything. 

The Jordanian-Israeli accord on tourism, signed in 
Aqaba on April 4, may have satisfied a requirement by the 
peace treaty, but one can skip any or all of the 16 articles 
without gaining or losing anything. Most of the articles 
came to state the obvious, or to confirm the understanding 
of matters already taken for granted. 

Article (1) calls for the development and encouragement 
of tourism between the two countries in accordance with 
laws and regulations in force in the two respective 
countries. The first part of the article is ambiguous, and the 
latter part does not need to be mentioned. 

Article (2) calls on the two parties to study ways and 
means to facilitate tourism. It is natural that any party that 
needs to make a study can make it without having to wait 
for a signed agreement, approved by the authorities. In 
fact, such studies are abundant. They need permission from 
no one. 

Article (3) calls for the exchange of information regard- 
ing tourism and travel. Such information is not confidential 
arid is readily available if one follows up the press. 

Article (4) deals with technical cooperation ana training. 
According to Article (5) the two parties undertake to 
encourage tourism from other tourist generating markets. 
In compliance with Article (6) the parties will make the 
necessary efforts to enhance cooperation in the internation- 
al circles. 

Article (7) calls for the formation of a joint committee 
for studies and follow up. Article (8) allows the private 
sector to take part in the activities of the above mentioned 


committee. Article (9) requires the joint committee to 
meet at least once cadi year. Article (10) stipulates that the 
delegates to the committee will communicate in English. 
Article (11) gives authority to the committee to decide on 
its own agenda. Article (12) requires the committee to refer 
its decisions to the appropriate authorities of the two 
governments for approval. All of these arrangements can 
be implemented without having to sign a formal agree- 
ment. 

In other words, the formation of a joint committee to 
meet once a year, draft its own agenda, communicate in 
English, and subject its decision to governments approval 
consumed six articles while they could have come in one. 

Things become ridiculous with Article (13) which stipu- 
lates that the Ministry of Tourism in each country is the 
institution in charge of tourism. Someone must have 
thought that tourism comes under the ministry of agricul- 
ture or housing, and Article 13 was, therefore, thought to 
be necessary to exdude this possible mistake! 

The last three articles came to clarify that ratification of 
the agreement should be made in accordance with the laws 
and regulations of both countries, that disputes should be 
resolved by negotiations and that the duration of the 
agreement is three years, renewable automatically unless 
one party serves the other a notice that renewal is not 
desired. 

The key words in the agreement are: development, 
encouragement, facilitation, study, reinfordng, making 
good efforts, forming a committee... exactly the same 
non-commital words and phrases used extensively by Arab 
committees. 

To summarise: The Jordanian-Israeli agreement on 
tourism is hollow, without any substance. Its value lies in 
the mere meeting and shaking hands across the table to 
accommodate TV cameras. 
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The authoritarian 
route to democracy 


VOSKAN MAMIGO- 
NIAN has not seen his com- 
puter since he logged off for 
the night three days before 
the new year and drove 
home through the cold, un- 
lit streets or the Armenian 
capital. 

Minutes later he was rac- 
ing back to the offices of 
Yeririr, the country's big- 
gest daily newspaper, hav- 
ing just seen President 
Levon Ter-Petrossian's 
televised denunciation of 
alleged terrorist cells within 
the opposition party which 
backs the publication. 

It was too late: the three- 
storey building near Yere- 
van's opera house was sea- 
led off by police and troops. 
The newspaper was, and 
remains, dosed. 

“They asked everyone to 
leave the building to leave 
all their papers, all the 
material for that night's edi- 
tion, which was almost 
ready,” said Mr. Mamigo- 
nian. “It later turned out 
that everything bad been 
confiscated — all compu- 
ters, papers, accounts, 
safes, archives.” 

Armenia, unitqri in its 
proxy war with the govern- 
ment of Azerbaijan and 
shielded from Western cen- 
sure by a rich, well- 
organised emigrd lobby, al- 
ways prided itself on being 
an island of stability in the 
turbulent Caucasus com- 
pared to neighbouring 
Georgia and Azerbaijan, 
still racked by post-Soviet 
warlord chaos versus au- 
thoritarianism. 

Now the cracks in Arme- 
nia’s democratic facade are 
beginning to show. Doubts 
are growing over the legi- 
timacy of parliamentary 
elections in July following 
the dosure of 11 opposition 
publications and a six- 
month suspension of the 
main political party they 
had ties with, the ARF- 
Dashnaktsutinne, known as 
the Dashnaks. 

Relays of the American- 
funded Radio Liberty and 
Radio Free Europe by local 
medium wave transmitters 
were also halted. In all, 300 
journalists and media work- 
ers found themselves out on 
the street 

The government is unre- 
pentant, saying it had to act 
when it did, and forthcom- 
ing public trials of 19 people 
accused of murder and 


Rights have been trampled, and cracks are 
beginning to show in Armenia’s facade of 
stability, writes James Meek in Yerevan 


drug-trafficking would re- 
veal all. 

“That party was leading 
the republic to instability... 
the people would have lost 
faith in the government and 
the rest of the opposition,” 
said a presidential aide, Ji- 
rain ubaridian, a United 
■States citizen and a Dasb- 
nak member until 1988. 
“The Dashnaks would have 
presented themselves as the 
only party disciplined and 
powerful enough to restore 
law and order. This presi- 
dent will never allow Arme- 
nia to become a Weimar 
republic. 

“Better to trample on the 
rights of the few temporari- 
ly, so that the republic has 
stability and continuity to 
have a change of power in a 
legitimate manner. I'm per- 
fectly willing to see Arme- 
nia a little less democratic 
now — if that's what this 
means — as long as it's 
democratic for the next SO 
years.” 

President Ter- 
Petrossian’s television 
address on Dec. 28 fol- 
lowed the murder 16 days 
earlier of the former mayor 
of Yerevan, Hambartsum 
Galstian, a businessman- 
politician and former 
associate of the president 
who had subsequently fal- 
len foul of the authorities. 

In his speech, President 
Ter-Petrosaan, announced 
the discovery of a secret 
terrorist organisation, 
DRO Special Services, 
operating under cover of 
the D ashnaks sod function- 
ing in Armenia since 1992. 

Although he did not ac- 
cuse them directly of Gal- 
stian’s murder, tee presi- 
dent said the DRO’s Arme- 
nia battalion had carried 
out at least three assassina- 
tions, all neatly recorded in 
code in an archive, seized 
by police, of 506 computer 
diskettes and dozens of 
handwritten files. Murder 
was recorded as “printing" 
or “publishing.” 

The president said the 


DRO had raised money 
through heroin trafficking: 
Five kilogrammes of the 
drug bad been seized, along 
with arms, ammunition, ex- 
plosives and forged pass- 
ports. 

The following day, a 
presidential decree sus- 
pen ded the ARF- 
Dasbnaktsutinne’s activi- 
ties. On Jan. 12, Armenia's 
supreme court legalised the 
move as a six-month sus- 
pension — meaning the ban 
will be lifted a week after 
the elections. 

Even critics of the move 
accept that tee concrete na- 
ture of President Ter- 
Petrossian’s allegations im- 
plies some hard evidence 
against the suspects now 
held on remand. 

But why, apart from poli- 
tical expediency, with the 
president himself acknow- 
ledging that most Dashnaks 
were unaware of the clan- 
destine group, should he 
outlaw the whole party and 
shut down so many publica- 
tions? 

Polls suggest the ruling 
Armenian National Move- 
ment, led by Mr. Ter- 
Petrosaian, would have lost 
out at the elections to both 
the Dashnaks and the com- 
munists. Under the terms of 
the ban, the Dashnaks will 
be able to stand only as 
non-party individuals. 

“These elections are un- 
fair right from the start,” 
said Sieran Bagfadasarian, a 
Dashnak MP. “It's not a 
level playing field. My 
opponents have a newspap- 
er, they have finance, they 
have a structure allowed to 
operate, they can use televi- 
sion. I don’t have these 
opportunities because the 
activity of my party has 
been stopped.” 

Although the president's 
decree was based on tee 
DRO allegations, the sup- 
reme court decision was on 
different grounds: that the 
Dashnaks' ruling Athens- 
based “bureau” broke 
Armenian law by having 


foreign citizens as mem- 
bers. 

Mr. Baghdasarian 
accepted that a majority of 
bureau members were not 
Armenian citizens — out of 
13, one is Iranian, one 
Canadian, one French, 
three Lebanese and one 
Greek. 

But be said the court and 
the Justice Ministry had re- 
fused to explain bow he 
should legally sever tee 
Armenian party’s ties with 
the bureau. 

The U.S. bas expressed 
concern over tee suppres- 
sion of the opposition. But 
foreign governments are 
also conscious that, the less 
the voice of the century-old 
nationalist Dashnak move- 
ment is heard in Armenia, 
the easier it w3J be for the 
Ter-Petrossian administra- 
tion to compromise with 
Azerbaijan over Nagorno- 
Karabakh. 

Even tee diaspora is an- 
xious lest Dashnak protests 
harm the formidable lob- 
bying power of Armenians 
abroad. Despite many simi- 
larities between the 
Yerevan-Karabakh and the 
Belgrade-Bosman Serb re- 
lationship, the U.S. Con- 
gress has been persuaded to 
treat the former as victims 
and the latter as aggressors. 

Yet concern remains ab- 
out a compromised election 
and a general swing towards 
authoritarianism. Another 
opposition paper, Azg, 
barked by another party 
with its roots in the di- 
aspora, was fire-bombed 
tence last year and two of its 
journalists were beaten up. 

“Authoritarianism? 
Against a background of 
dosing (town these papers, 
banning tire party, the fact 
that entrepreneurial activity 
can't develop freely in 
Armenia because they im- 
mediately sort you out if 
you don’t tie yourself to the 
mafia structures now in 
power — you could say it 
was true,” said Hakop 
Asatrian, an Azg reporter. 


U.S. stung by 
China, Russia 
rebuffs 
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By Donald M. Roth berg 

The Associated Press 

WASHINGTON — Once 
again, the United States 
looks isolated in an uncoop- 
erative world as Russia and 
China rebuff arguments 
against selling nudear reac- 
tors to Iran. 

Unmoved by U.S. intelli- 
gence assessments teat Iran 
is determined to acquire 
nudear weapons, Moscow 
and Beijing responded that 
their deals with Tehran are 
legal under the nuclear 
treaty the Clinton adminis- 
tration wants renewed. 

A striking aspect of the 
U.S. campaign against the 
Iran projects was how pub- 
lic it seemed. Whatever 
happened to private di- 
plomacy, to secret talks 
where ranking diplomats 
work out differences far 
from the glare of publicity? 

“It’s hard for this country 
to conduct quiet diplomacy 
given our political process,” 
said Richard Haass, a 
national security aide in for- 
mer president George 
Bash’s White House. 
“There is a need at times 
not only to be doing things, 
but to be seen as doing 
things.” 

This time, public U.S. 
appeals led to public rejec- 
tions. 

The latest came Monday 
in New York, where U.S. 
Secretary of State Warren 
Christopher and Chinese 
Foreign Minister Qian 
Qichen held a news confer- 
ence after a two-hour meet- 
ing. 

“We feel no nation ought 
to go forward with nudear 
cooperation with Iran.... It 
is too dangerous to do so,” 
Mr. Christopher said, 
knowing what Mr. Qian's 
response would be. 

“There is no internation- 
al law or international reg- 
ulation or international 
agreement that prohibits 
such cooperation in the 
peaceful use of nuclear 
energy,” the Chinese fore- 
ign minister said. 


Mr. Christopher fared no 
better when be met in 
Geneva last month wifi). 
Russian Foreign Minister 
Andrei Kozyrev. 

“We don't see any prob- 
lem here,” Mr. Kozyrev 
said, after Mr. Christopher 
told a joint news conference 
that Iran's nuclear ambi- 
tions were “among the 
gravest” problems the Un- 
ited States and Russia must 
resolve. 

“Our cooperation with 
Iran is fully within the pur- 
view of the Non- 
Proliferation Treaty,” the 
Russian minis ter said. 

Both occasions followed 
a pattern set early in the 
Clinton administration as it 
struggled to deal with 
ethnic warfare in Bosnia 
and human rights abuses in 
China. 

Dedaring that “the Serbs 
know that they have ex- 
hausted the patience of the 
international community,’ 1 ' 
Mr. Christopher flew to 
Europe in May 1993, pre- 
sumably to get allied sup- 
port for lifting the arms 
embargo against the Bos- 
nian Muslims and using air 
strikes against the Serbs. 

His mission was dis- 
astrous, a public failure. In 
capital after capital, the 
answer was no. 

A year ago he went to 
China and said he would 
tell tee government in Beij- 
ing that if its human rights 
record didn't improve, 
there was little chance die 
administration would renew 
its trade preferences. 

The Chinese responded 
by arresting dissidents, and 
when the June deadline ar- 
rived, President Clinton re- 
newed China's most- 
favoured-nation status and 
said it was time to separate 
trade and human rights. 

Could all this have trans- 
pired in less public forums? 

“It’s not enough for the 
United States to stand up 
and shout that these coun- 
tries (Iran. Iraq, North* 
Korea) are big threats and 
. we need to embargo them,” 
Mr. Haass said. 
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LETTERS 


Labels to hurt 

To the Editor: 

THE SUCCESS of the Zionist media campaign to demon- 
ise the Arab World and Islam has been exposed. In less 
than two hours after the Oklahoma bombing there were 
reports of Mideast connection, and the "profile” was being 
advanced. 

As an Arab- American attorney who practises in the' 

U.S., and former legal director of the Arab Community 
Centre in Detroit, Michigan, I can dearly predict what was 
going on. 

As the largest Arab community outside the Mideast, 
when’ an incident like the Oklahoma bombing occurs, we ; 
are faced with news media setting up cameras around our 
mosques, coffee houses and schools to give their viewers 
“insight” of the others that live with them. 

Acts of violence against Arabs and Muslims always rise 
after any internal problem i.e. World Trade Centre and 
Desen Storm. Despite the many harassment cases against 
these groups, very few cases are reported out of fear that 
they could indte others to commit more. 

On the day of the Oklahoma bombing, Israeli television 
news interviewed the producer of the Zionist movie “Jehad 
in America” who spoke of the hotbed of Islam in . 

Oklahoma, and showed a clip of young men dancing at a 
wedding. This attempt to demonise Arabs and Islam 
cannot be thought of as isolated incidents. 

With the progress in tee peace process, one should 
avoid stirring more hatred into the air, and 
do as President Bill Clinton has done and urged others not 
to use this tragedy to fan the flames of hatred towards' 

Arabs and Muslims in America. 

Mosabi Hamed. 

Amman . 

More trees, less cement 

To the Editor: \ 

Visits 

AMMAN IS a unique city — because of its people, ^ ; **l» CT 

architecture and its environment. Over tee past 30 years, I ^ , 
have watched beige buildings, rather than green trees' v- ., 
spread across the hills and valleys of greater Amrnan .l-: , 

Today, local architects and engineers, want to bok -: \ y-T * * 
another cement public area, like King Abdullah Gardens' : ; ; 
in Ras El Ain, between A1 Misdar and tee Wadi Abdoq W. 
tobacco factory. As I look out my window at the sprawfinft-.' -■ ■? >, r ‘ . 
Amman skyline, I know what Amman needs: More tre^“: V >-;•-> ' ; 
and less cement. hi* ‘-i- 

Why not create a park in our city centre: a “fang” /.l ;i 
Amman, like Central Park in New York City, or 
Park in London? These parks are lovely co mm unal arefl' v'-'j> .. 
that generate crucial oxygen supplies for their surround ; 
ecosystems. Transforming Ras El Ain into a real gardc* 1 ^ * 
rather than a cement one is a chance to improve our 
envuomnent for generations to come. - ^ 
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The Jordan Tunes welcomes letters and contributions : --- 

. readers on any subject they wish to tackle. Letter^ yi ^ ?-.v 

m ten ded for publication, however, should contain ?■ 


intended for publication, however, should contain 
writers full name and preferably address as well. whl 
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Corrupting a continent 

The ancient Greeks invented democracy; the English created the first parliament. For centuries, 
enlightened Europeans have struggled towards accountable, open government. Yet today, 
Europe’s bodies politic are mired in scandal and greed. Mark Frankland asks why. 


ALMOST TWO- thirds of 
the French think most of 
their politicians are corrupt, 
according to an opinion poll 
published in Paris last 
week, and the overwhelm- 
ing majority do not believe 
politics to be an honourable 
occupation. 

These findings will not 
surprise anyone who has 
been reading recent French 
headlines. Over the past 
year three ministers in 
Edouard Bahadur’s govern- 
ment have resigned and are 
now awaiting trial, or are 
under investigation on 
suspicion of corruption. 
Two well-known mayors — 
of Lyons and Nice — are on 
trial on charges of using 
their office to enrich them- 
selves. A third — in 
Angouleme — has already 
been found guilty. 

The classic pattern of loc- 
al politicians accepting 
bribes for profitable build- 
ing and services contracts 
has provided a fame- 
winning battlefield for 
young investigating judges, 
such as 43-year-old Renaud 
van Ruymbeke in Rennes. 
Eric Halphen, who is only 
35, is pushing ahead with an 
inquiry into local govern- 
ment near Paris involving 
Mr. Bahadur's Gaullist 
party, in the face of opposi- 
tion from the pugnacious 
Interior Minister Charles 
Pasqua. 

To this rich stew, the 
misadventures of Bernard 
Tapie, owner of the football 
team Olympic Marseilles, 
merely add spice. A former 
Socialist minister, not long 
ago blessed from his Olym- 
pian heights by President 
Francois Mitterrand, Mr. 
Tapie has been tried for 
match-rigging and is await- 
ing the verdict. 

Is there not something 
familiar in these dirty stor- 
ies from France? Indeed 
there is. Much of what we 
are inclined to think of as 
the real Europe, meaning 
the rich nations of the West 
and North as opposed to 
the impecunious East, can 
match these French reports. 
Indeed, British public 
anguish about MPs who 
take cash for asking ques- 
tions seems small beer com- 
pared with some of the hor- 
ror stories abounding across 
the water. Investigations 
have even reached NATO’s 
secretary-general, the for- 
mer Belgian foreign minis- 
ter, Wily Gaes, whose offi- 
cial residence was searched 
by police earlier this month. 

Belgium is used to scan- 
dals. Ten years ago the for- 
mer prime minister, Paul 
Van den Boynants. was 
given a three-year sus- 
pended sentence for forgery 
and fiscal fraud. Local gov- 
ernment has been most 
shameless in the French- 
speaking city of Liege, 
where mayor Edouard 
Close was only the most 
senior official to be jailed 
for taking money in ex- 
change for city contracts. 
An ex-mayor of Brussels is 
openly referred to in the 
Belgian press as Mr. Ten 
Per Cent. 

But it is the ramifications 
of Belgium's purchase of 46 
army helicopters from the 
Italian firm Agusta that 
now threaten Mr. Gaes and 
puts other scandals in the 
shade. It has already led to 



the gangland killing of a 
former vice-premier and 
the suicide of an admired 
general and is felling politi- 
cians right and left, among 
them the recently resigned 
Belgian foreign minister 
Frank Van den Broucke. 

The nub of the Agusta 
affair is that the Italian 
firm, to secure the deal in 
the face of German and 
French competition, 
allegedly paid £1 million to 
the Flemish Socialist party 
(to -which Mr. Gaes and 
Mr. Van den Broucke be- 
long) and £300,000 to the 
separate Frencfr-s peaking 
■Socialists. 

Greedy ruling parties are 
common elsewhere in 
Europe. The Spanish 
Socialists, for example, 
burnt their fingers badly in 
the Filesa affair, in which 
businesses 'bought' reports 
from phantom research 
companies, the money 
going into party coffers. 
Filesa resembles Belgium's 
Inusop affair, now before 
the courts, in which inflated 
bills for sometimes non- 
existent reports by a market 
research institute affiliated 
to Brussels university, 
brought money to the ever- 
needy French-speaking 
Socialists. 

If the 13-year-old govern- 
ment of the Spanish Pre- 
mier. Felipe Gonzalez, is 
defeated at the next elec- 
tions, its string of scandals 
will be the main reason. 
Spaniards are tired of learn- 
ing that local governments 
regularly rake in commis- 
sions on contracts, or that 
such a prominent official as 


Luis RoldSn is alleged to 
have done the same on con- 
tracts for Gvil Guards bar- 
racks. 

None of these cases is 
one of Eurofraud, the man- 
ipulation of European Un- 
ion (EU) rules to get unde- 
served subsidies and pay- 
ments from Brussels. Last 
year. Eurofraud took £800 
million from the EU 
budget. But even this is not 
as serious as the steady 
damage, to national psyches 
from scandals suggesting 
most politician and officials 
are corrupt. 

In democracies, Alexis 
de Tocqueville noted 150 
years ago, there is always a 
tendency to explain a politi- 
cian’s rise to power by his 
misdeeds rather than his 
ability. “In this way there 
comes- about an odious 
mingling of the conceptions 
of baseness and power, of 
unworthiness and success, 
and of profit and dishon- 
our." 

If this process continues 
long enough, people regard 
their government as 
irredeemably alien — the 
reverse of the democratic 
ideal. In extreme cases the 
result may be revolution, or 
the choice of a populist 
leader who exploits public 
disgust to fuel his own bid 
for power. 

The increasing awareness 
of corruption in European 
public life has two explana- 
tions: either there is more 
corruption, or more of it is 
being brought to light. 

In fact, both explanations 
apply. Italy provided proof 
of increased corruption 


with a train of arrests of 
industrialists that began in 
Milan in 1992. In jail many 
of the businessmen talked, 
blaming extortion by politi- 
cians. 

They knew corruption 
was growing: an average 7 
per cent kickback fee in the 
seventies had grown to 20 
per cent in the greedy eight- 
ies. They knew this extra 
cost was hurting their com- 
petiveness against Euro- 
pean rivals. And they did 
not like the future they saw 
for their children. “I don't 
want my son taking over my 
company," a Turin indus- 
trialist said.” He's not 
tough enough to go to jail. 
Here you can’t work unless 
you pay kickbacks, and that 
means to everyone, includ- 
ing the Communists and the 
Carabinieri (the paramilit- 
ary police). I am at risk every 
day.” 

If Italy is a case of cor- 
ruption reaching crisis 
proportions, France is an 
example of corruption 
seeming to grow partly be- 
cause of a new determina- 
tion to uncover it. The 
French press, brilliant in 
analysis, has been little bet- 
ter at domestic muckraking 
than its Italian counterpart. 
But in 1990 France’s inves- 
tigating judges were infuri- 
ated when the National 
Assembly passed a retroac- 
tive amnesty for politicians 
who received illegal dona- 
tions for their parties. 

The result, according to 
Antoine Garapon of the In- 
stitute of Higher Judicial 
Studies in Paris, was a 
“judicial revolt" of which 


French politicians are still 
feeling the force. 

Though Germany has 
provided fewer internation- 
al headlines, no country 
provides better evidence of 
growing corruption. In a 
recent issue with a cover 
story entitled “Slush-money 
Republic Germany,” the 
news magazine Spiegel con- 
cluded: “Even in the land 
of the uncorruptible civil 
servant, scarcely noticed by 
the public, the principle of 
assistance (kickbacks) has 
spread like an epidemic.” 
In 1988 there were 361 
cases of official corruption 
in Frankfurt, Germany's 
financial centre. Last year 
there were 1,498. When 60 
German police commission- 
ers met in Berlin last month 
to talk about corruption, 
the local state prosecutor 
greeted them with the news 
that a city official had been 
selling driving licences for 
up to £2,000 each. Hans-- 
Ludwig Zachert, head of 
the Federal Criminal Inves- 
tigation Office, seemed to 
agree with Spiegel: 
“Obviously we in Germany 
have never been as immune 
to corruption as we have 
persuaded ourselves.” 
Where has Europe gone 
wrong? Most countries fall 
between the extremes of 
Scandinavia and Greece. In 
Greece, a system of patrons 
and clients going back to 
the Ottoman empire 
permeates all life. The 
powerful patron provides 
favours; the gratefol client 
gifts. And as long as the 
state remains the biggest 
employer, but pays dvil ser- 


vants very little, there is 
small chance the country 
will be drawn up to sup- 
posedly higher European 
standards. 

Might Europe be dragged 
down to Balkan habits? 
Certainly Scandinavians, 
studying reports from 
France and Spain, could be 
excused for fearing that EU 
membership will corrupt 
them. Nordic government is 
remarkably transparent. 
Even ministers’ tax returns 
and the prime minister’s 
correspondence are open to 
citizens' inspection. Civil 
servants have a legal right 
to leak information to the 
press. An egalitarian and 
puritan culture, under- 
pinned by years of Social 
Democratic government, 
-can be a hostile environ- 
ment even for legal fortune- 
making. “Any kind of opu- 
lent lifestyle breeds suspi- 
cion,” says Stockholm Uni- 
versity professor Rune Pre- 
mfors. 

Barbro Hedvall, leader 
writer of Expressen, 
Sweden's biggest newspap- 
er, thinks Swedes have “an 
inherited attitude that 
makes it immoral to offer 
people money to get first 
place in the queue.” 

Much of west Europe, 
though, has come under 
several baleful influences. 
The first was the cold war, 
used to justify too much 
that was illicit. In Italy the 
CIA covertly supported Ita- 
lian Christian and Social 
Democrats to stop a 
takeover by the Commun- 
ists. who in turn got 


money from Moscow. The 
Communist threat also 
seemed to justify Christian 
Democrat deals with the 
Mafia, leading to a sym- 
biosis of crime and sup- 
posedly Christian govern- 
ance. 

The Agusta affair has re- 
vealed how the arms trade 
between European allies, 
also hallowed by the cold 
war, leads to corruption. 
The big European aims 
manufacturers routinely 
pay “commissions" to win 
contracts: in France it is 
officially accepted these 
may be worth 15 per cent of 
a deal. There is some jus- 
tice in the way this has 
come to trouble the head- 
quarters of NATO itself. 

The Agusta deal hap- 
pened because Belgian poli- 
tical parties needed money 
for impossibly expensive 
television campaigning. 
This happened throughout 
Europe, and led to the Flick 
scandal in Germany involv- 
ing the three major parties. 
France, Belgium and Spain 
have all brought in new 
legislation on party fund- 
ing. byt as long as the need 
for money exists, the temp- 
tation to take illegal con- 
tributions remains. 

Last, there is the 
"Thatcher" effect, a com- 
bination of economic 
boom, privatisation and the 
acceptance of seif- 
enrichment as an almost 
moral imperative. In some 
countries, notably France, 
this was encouraged by de- 
centralisation of local gov- 
ernment in the early eight- 
ies. Frankfurt's chief pro- 


secutor believes growing 
corruption there can be ex- 
plained by local, modestly 
paid, officials making deci- 
sions about contracts whose 
•’size has been rising steadi- 
ly for the past five years — 
sometimes to dizzying 
heights." 

Even Scandinavians wor- 

S about tension between 
eir high tax systems and 
the money-making tempta- 
tions in the rest of Europe. 
Last week the head of 
Sweden's Roads Board res- 
igned for using public fends 
to build a villa- Rare excep- 
tion or straw in the wind? 

The bad news from Italy 
is that magistrates who led 
the clean-up campaign ate 
being sidelined. Last De- 
cember. Antonio Di Pietro, 
who started Operation 
Clean Hands, became so 
engraged h\ coxcr attempts 
to frustrate hirri that he tore 
off his black robe in court 
and resigned. He has been 
violently criticised in media 
owned by Italy’s former 
president. Silvio Berlusco- 
ni. who now faces his- own 
corruption inquiry. Equally 
sinister is the collapse of 
parliament's anti-Mafia 
■commission examining links 
between politicians and 
organised crime. 

The odds are some cor- 
rupt Italian politicians will 
recycle themselves back 
into public life. Whether 
people throw their hands up 
in despair or take it as cause 
to continue the fight de- 
pends on their attitude to 
public morality. “The 
French conception of public 
life.’ ’'suggests Garapon, “is 
at the same time monarchic 
and clerical. Our leaders 
are supposed to be power- 
ful and good.” If they prove 
to be neither, the tempta- 
tion, French . history sug- 
gests, is to have a revolu- 
tion or look for another 
supposedly great leader. 

But there is another 
tradition, most eloquently 
outlined by the authors of 
the American constitution, 
who believed all powerful 
men, even a president, 
could be corrupted, and 
that it was necessary to 
keep them under observa- 
tion and control. The point 
of constitutional checks and 
balances, explained the ear- 
ly U.S. statesman Janies 
Madison, was that ''ambi- 
tion must be made to coun- 
teract ambition.” This, he 
argued, was not cynicism, 
but realism. “If men were 
angels, no government 
would be necessary." 

In France and Italy it has 
been the magistrates and 
judges who have reminded 
their compatriots of the 
non-angelic nature of 
humankind; in Spain, 
where the free press is 
much more probing, jour- 
nalists have played an im- 
portant part. It should not 
be a cause for despair — or 
drastic solutions — that this 
battle, is, and always had 
been, endless. 

Contributions from Dick 
Leonard, Brussels; Greg 
Mclvor . Stockholm; Adam 
Sage. Paris; Franke Smith, 
Madrid; Helena Smith , 
Athens; Denis Staunton, 
Berlin; David Willey, 
Rome. Die above article is 
reprinted from the Obser- 
ver. 


King visits aircraft carrier 


(ConttaiKd from page 1) 

monarch, King Hussein said: 
“1 do not suppose it does 
differ much (from the U.S. 
-president’s work). I am 
proud to serve the people of 
Jordan and the people of the 
region and the same ideals 
and principles as of those of 
the United States. 

“We belong to the camp of 
freedom. We believe in 
democracy, pluralism, re- 
spect of human rights, which 
are a fact of life m our coun- 
try, and giving the Jordanians 
a chance to shape their fu- 
ture. As far as my responsibi- 
lities are concerned, certain- 
ly, after the passage of those 
many years, it is really good 
to be there to act as a dynamo 
so to speak. The government 
ms a country. Parliament is 
he real authority to which 
he government is responsi- 
ile and any government in 
or dan. I try to help and 
dvise sometimes. Maybe the 
act that I have nothing of 


interest except the good of 
foe country, the good of the 
area and I am not involved at 
any other level in terms of 
different factions or views of 
political parties in the coun- 
try. 

“It gives me the ability to 
serve and to advise in many 
respects and most important 
of all ... to live up to the 
aspirations, and, at this stage, 
the peace which has been a 
dream which we hope future 
generations will enjoy." 

On relations with the Un- 
ited States, the King said: 

“The relations were always 
very very dose and very spe- 
cial. As far as I am con- 
cerned, the first president of 
the United States I had the 
privilege of meeting was 
Dwight Eisenhower , and I 
have met with all U.S. presi- 
dents with the exception, of 
President Kennedy. 

“We were friends and 
allies ... that was out rela- 
tionship through the years of 
the cold war, the difficult 


years when in our part of the 
world there were a very few 
able to raise their voice and 
to be proud. That was be- 
tween us and the United 
States in the free world. 

*T believe it is a part- 
nership in terms of the fu- 
ture. We appreciate the lead- 
ership role the U.S. plays and 
we hope our relations will 
always be based on mutual 
respect and a desire to be 
partners and friends in creat- 
ing (hat future in this entire 
region." 

The King later watched an 
exercise of planes taking off 
and landing on board the ship 
and he participated in one of 
the exercises. 


Oklahoma rescue continues 


(Continued from page 1) 


The only advantage the 
cooler weather brings is that 
it slows the decay of the 
remaining bodies, the state 
medical examiners office 
said. 

Search teams were concen- 
trating on the basement of 
the destroyed building, 
where they fear many bodies 
are still to be found. 

Rescuers, many who were 
using heat-seeking equip- 
ment and body-sniffing dogs, 
dung to hopes that survi- 
vours still might be found in 


Dispute over voting in NPT t alks 


(Continued from page 1) 

lear disarmament, but doubts 
they wifl agree on the ques- 
tion of the duration of the 
treaty’s extension. 

In addition to the indefi- 
nite and unconditional exten- 
sion sought by the West, NPT 


delegates are considering 
whether to extend the treaty 
for a fixed tingle period or for 
a series of periods. 

The United States, Britain 
and France — three of the 
five declared nuclear 
weapons powers — declared 
their support for indefinite 


pockets of the collapsed 
building. 

Armed military police kept 
all but dergy and relatives 

dhurc^wh^'reLtives kept 
a vigfl. Occasionally, rela- 
tives would come out to 
speak with reporters 
gathered nearby and to dis- 
play photographs of the mis- 
ting. 

One man displayed a snap- 
shot of his five-year-old 
daughter and two-y earmold 
son and asked that they be 

extension. 

Russian Foreign Minister 
Andrei Kozyrev was ex- 
pected to do the same Mon- 
day. 

China, the fifth nuclear 
power, cautiously said Tues- 
day it would vote for indefi- 
nite extension or fixed 
periods. — 


remembered “no matter 
what condition they are in 
when they are found." 

A day care centre was lo- 
cated on the second floor of 
the federal building and au- 
thorities say it is buried under 
the rubble of the roof and 
seven floors that were above 
it. 

So far 12 children were 
found dead in the rubble. 
The owner of the day care 
centre, Melva Nokes, said as 
many as 24 children may have 
been in the centre that day, 
but no accurate count could 
be made because sometimes 
people would chop off their 
children for safekeeping 
without prior notice. 


Peres to attend Amman meeting 


(Continued from page 1) 

specific projects that do not 
need much of feasibility stu- 
dies and lengthy procedures 
and financing arrangements 
for these projects," said an 
official involved in the prepa- 
rations for tire symposium. 

“The groundwork for the 
meeting was laid in die meet- 
ings held in Amman in March 
and April," said the official, 
who preferred anonymity. 

“Those meetings brought 
out key elements that are of 
relevance to financing 
arrangements for the pro- 
jects. Hopefully, the ideas 
could be further developed 


Holy fire and riots on Easter 

(Coattourd twiwt) force, said this was tte to 


either side of the Holy Sepul- during the annual ceremony 
chre, the rite of the tomb of No one was arrested or 
Jesus according to Christian ushered out of the corn- 
tradition. pound, he said. 

Shmuel Ben-Ruby, spokes- "We will not start making 
man for the Jerusalem police arrests or using force during a 


for detailed and focused stu- 
dies by the various parties 
concerned at this week's 
meeting," added the official. 

The Amman symposium is 
part of activities to be hosted 
by Jordan ahead of the North 
Africa and Middle East sum- 
mit to be held in Amman in 
October. 

Several other workshops 
and seminars grouping Jorda- 
nian, Israeli and American as 
well as European, Japanese 
and other officials and 
businessmen will be held be- 
fore foe summit so that defi- 
nite and dear projects could 
be presented at die confer- 
ence, officials say. 


religious ceremony of such 
importance," he added. 
Inside the 12th cen 




women and young nuns 
pushed toward the chapel. 
Pilgrims, tourists and indue* 
nous Arab Christians filled 
the dark and cavernous 
church. 
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Arabs boost fertilizer capacity 
to face Asian growth 
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Stock markets surge as dollar holds 


ABU DHABI (AFP) — 
Arab states are setting up 
new fertilizer plants and ex- 
panding existing unite to be- 
nefit from higher prices and 
face growing demand in Chi- 
na and other Asian countries. 

Expansion projects were 
announced at an Arab con- 
ference in the United Arab 
Emirates (UAE) this week to 
discuss supply, demand and 
coordination in marketing 
and technology among re- 
gional producers. 

Officials said new projects 
and expansion of existing 
plants would push up the 
total Arab fertilizer output 
capacity by more than 40 per 
cent in the year 2000 from its 
present level of around 20 
million tonnes. 

“Most of the projects will 
produce mtrogenic fertilizers, 
especially ammonia and urea, 

Subroto: Oil 
shortages 
possible 
by 2000 

JAKARTA ( AFP) — A for- 
mer chief of the Organisation of. 
Petroleum Exporting Coun- 
tries (OPEC) has warned that ’ 
world oil demand could ex- 
ceed supply by the turn of the 
century, media reports said 
here Friday. ■ 

Djc. Subroto, former. 
OPEC secretary general, pre- 
dicted demand would prob- 
ably increase to 72 million 
barrels per day (b/d) by 2000 
. from the current level of 66 
million b/d. 

“The demand will likely 
increase further to 8Q million 
b/d by 2010,” Dr. Subroto 
was quoted by the Jakarta 
Post daily as telling a business 
conference. . 

Dr. Subroto said non- 
OPEC countries supply 40 
million b/d to the world’s oil 
market, while OPEC coun- 
tries provide 25 million b/ 
d. 

OPEC groups Algeria, 
Gabon „ Indonesia, _ Iran, 
Iraq;. Kuwait, Iibyav Nigeria, 
Qatar, Saudi Arabia, the Un- 
ited- Arab Emirates and 
Venezuela. 

Dr. Subroto forecasted 
that oil production from non- 
OPEC countries is projected 
to remain at 40 million b/p, or 
even to decrease by 2010. 

Oil production from ' the 
United States and Russia — 
two of the world’s largest 
producers outside of OPEC 
— has been decreasing sub- 
stantially. Increased produc- 
tion from non-OPEC coun- 
tries is expected from Col- 
umbia, Argentina, Brazil, 
Yemen, Syria and Vietnam. 

Looking at estimated oil 
demand of 72 million b/d by 
2000, at the capability of non- 
OPEC countries to produce 
40 million b/d. OPEC will 
have to make up the differ- 
ence, be said. 


given the rapid growth in 
demand for these subst- 
ances,” said Yussuf AI 
Nuweis, general manager of 
the UAE fertilizer company - 
Fertil. . 

“The expansions were 
prompted by a sharp increase 
in prices over the past few 
years and rapid growth in 
local consumption and de- 
mand in China and India,” he 
pointed out. 

Fertil itself has plans to 
raise its production of urea 
and ammonia by nearly 
100,000 tonnes per year 
although it has been produc- 


producer of fertilizers, 
announced plans to build a 
new plant to produce 730,000 
tonnes of urea per year and 
nearly 550,000 tonnes of 
ammonia at a cost of around 
$540 million. 

The project was revealed 
by director of the state-run 
Qatari Fertilizers Company 
(Qafco), Ali Fakhru, who 
said the contract had already 
been awarded to a German 
firm. 

He said the project would 
boost Qatar’s production of 
urea to around 1.46 million 
tonnes per year and of 


ing above its designed capac- ; ammonia to 1.2 million ton- 


The company's current 
output is estimated at more 
than 800,000 tonnes per year, 
most of which are exported to 
China and India. 

. Qatar, already a key Arab 


nes. 

“The project will enable us 
to meet the increasing needs 
of our clients,” he told the 
conference, adding the bulk 
of Qafco's output is exported 
tn Phinq. India, South East 


Asia, Australia and the Un- 
ited States. 

Expansion projects were 
also announced by the 
Bahraini Gulf Petrochemical 
Corporation, Libya's Sin and 
companies from Egypt, SaucE 
Arabia and Morocco. 

Delegates said the expan- 
sion in urea and ammonia 
production would enable 
Arab states to exploit their 
enormous gas reserves which 
had been neglected because 
most regional countries weie 
engaged in developing their 
oil sector. 

Official fignres showed 
Arab proven gas reserves 
stood at around 29.5 trillion 
cubic metres (983.3 trillion 
cubic feet), accounting for 
nearly 20.7 per cent of the 
world’s total natural gas re- 
serves. 


LONDON (R) — Stock mar- 
kets ended the week with a 
buying surge Friday as a 
more stable dollar boosted 
investor confidence on both 
sides of the Atlantic. 

Paris, London and Frank- 
furt all saw strong buying 
interest, with the French 
market jumping 2.46 per cent 
while New York rose to yet 
another record level with a 
20-point morning gain. 

The rise in Paris was put 
down to precautionary short 
covering ahead of Sunday's 
vote in the two-stage pres- 
idential election. U.S. buyers 
have been moving the French 
market higher recently, and 
dealers also cited firmer 
bonds, a steady franc and 
Euro Disney's lower than ex- 
pected first-half loss. 

The dollar extended its ral- 
ly though it ran into resist- 
ance at 1.39 marks and 84 yen 
with activity dampened by 


uncertainty tied to Tuesday’s 
Group of Seven (G-7) talks in 
Washington. 

Further gains could not be 
ruled out at the dollar's sharp 
rebound from its all-time low 
of 79.95 yen on Wednesday 
caught many traders by sur- 
prise, but analysts did not 
think the rally was built on 
solid fundamentals. 

“If the dollar cracks the 
84.10 level then a test of 85 
could be possible,” said Peter 
Heath, senior trader at Kan- 
sallis Osake Pankki in Lon- 
don. “With the G-7 coming 
up it should be supported but 
once that’s out of the way we 
will see lower levels again.” 

Few believe the industrial- 
ised nations will agree on a 
concerted policy to support 
the dollar. There is strong 
pressure on the G-7 however, 
to show they are taking a grip 
on a situation that threatens 
to erode confidence if the 


Wary response seen to privatisation reci 
Japan’s currency review call rose ^30 P er cent 

A rACADT ANfA /P 1 ! (BNDE). 


TOKYO (R) — The yen’s 
■ stunning rise is prompting 
■Japan to press for a review of 
the global currency order, 
which critics say breeds tur- 
moil and threatens crisis. 

But cbances of real reform 
soon look slim. 

“Japan does not have a 
concrete idea to propose, and 
even if it had one, it lacks the 
international power or influ- 
ence to persuade other na- 
tions,'’ said economics Pro- 
fessor Shoichi Royama, a fre- 
quent member of govern- 
ment advisory panels. 

Finance Minister 
Masayoshi Take m ura told a 
news conference Friday that 
the Group of Seven (G-7) 
nations would discuss ways to 
improve the system, includ- 
ing target zones for currency 
rates, when they meet in 
Washington this week. 

“Unfortunately, at the mo- 
ment there’s no concensus 
among the major nations on 
how to improve the system,” 
he added. 

French Economy Minister 
Edmond Alphandery has 
urged the G-7 to discuss 
ways to stabilise exchange 
rates along the lines of the 
Plaza agreement of 1985 and 
the Louvre accord of 1987. 

And Canada has put cur- 
rency market review at the 
top of the agenda for the 
(G-7) summit it will host in 
June. 

Nearly a year ago, the in- 
dependent Bretton Woods 
Commission said countries 
should establish a more for- 
mal system of coordination to 
help avoid excessive ex-' 
change rate misalignments 
which have led to volatility. 

The panel took its name 
from the 1994 Bretton Woods 
conference, which set the 
gold standard at $35 an ounce 


and made the dollar the cor- 
nerstone of the world curren- 
cy exchange. 

The system collapsed in 
1971 and was replaced two 
years later by the present 
system of floating exchange 
rates. 

Some economists agree the 
dollar's 20 per cent phinge 
against the yen this year sug- 
gests the time is ripe to 
rethink the floating rate sys- 
tem. 

“Academically... the de- 
bate has swung to the view- 
point that exchange rate vola- 
tility - in the 1980s and 1990s 
was so high that it created 
inefficiencies and something 
should be done.” said eco- 
nomist Richard Werner at 
Jardine Fleming in Tokyo. 

“The aim is to level more 
in line with fundamentals and 
to avoid currency crises.” 
Mr. Werner said. 

but of the world’s* three 
biggest economic powers 
Japan, Germany and the Un- 
ited States, only Japan now 
openly advoegrtek review. 
'“Japan is very much in 
favour, America is half- 
hearted, and Germany is not 
so far convinced,” Mr. Wer- 
ner said. 

Bundesbank President 
Hans Tietmeyer Thursday 
gave a thumbs-down to the 
target zone notion, saying 
neither exchange rate targets 
nor intervention would help 
if nations failed to gain the 
market's confidence with 
credible policies. 

Some wonder whether 
Japan is serious about curren- 
cy reform or merely venting 
frustration over its inability 
to halt the yen’s climb and 
America’s unwillingness to 
defend the dollar. 

“Less than a year ago, 
when the Bretton Woods, 


Commission made a state- 
ment, (Vice finance minister ■ 
Kosuke) Nakahira laughed at 
it,” said Kefidchi Honda, - 
economic adviser to the Bank 
_ of Tokyo. "Why say it now? 

' it's a long, long way to intro- 
duce anything like a stable 
system. 

Some who favour review- 
ing the current system say 
now is not the time to try to 
introduce fixed zones or 
targets. 

“It would be a good idea to 
study target or reference 
zones, but it is neither feasi- 
ble nor desirable to introduce 
them soon,” said former vice 
finance minister Tomomitsu 
Oba. 

Others say obstacles to 
creating a system of target 
zones for world currencies 
may ultimately be insur- 
mountable. i 


CASABLANCA (R) — (BNDE). 

Morocco’s privatisation re- Casablanca stockbrokers 


ceipts since January have 
reached 1.29 billion dirhams 
($155 million), a rise of 330 
per cent compared with 300 
million dirhams ($36.1 mil- 
lion) in the same period of 
1994, officials said. 

Presenting the sale results 
of state stakes in Banque 
Marocaine du Commerce Ex- 
terieur (BMCE), Privatisa- 
tion Minister Abdul Rahman 
Saaidi said Friday: “The pri- 
vatisation programme is 
spending up. Its receipts are 
higher compared with the pri- 
vatisation receipts in France, 
Switzerland and England.” 

Mr. Saaidi, who held a 
news conference on Friday at 
BMCE’s headquarters in 
Casablanca, said that among 
other enterprises due to be 
privatised soon was the hold- 
ing Banque Nationale de De- 
velopment Economique 


said the authorities have 
ceded in the first four months 
of the year stakes in BMCE, 
General Tire and Rubber 
Company of Morocco and 
sold two hotels. 

. Morocco sold 26 per cent 
of its holding in BMCE, one 
of Morocco’s leading banks, 
at 1.24 billion dirhams ($150 
million). 

“It was a successful opera- 
tion,” Mr. Saaidi said. 

The government sold 2.6 
million shares at 478 dirhams 
($57) a share, the ministry 
said. On the Casablanca 
bourse BMCE’s shares were 
traded at 381 dirhams each 
Friday, or up by seven per 
cent since last week. 

Last January, subscriptions 
for BMCE’s 1.4 million 
shares at 325 dirhams each 
were oversubscribed six 
times. 


Output soars in China’s rural firms 


BEIJING (AFP) — CKmV 
rural enterprises saw first 
quarter output jump 29 per 
cent over the same period last 
year, but severe capital shor- 
tages emerged as a major 
threat to development, a re- 
port said Friday. 

The impressive output 
growth brought production 
value from January to March 
up to 1.560 billion yuan 
($185.7 billion), but was still 
much slower than the 1994 
first quarter rise of 47 per 
cent, me China Daily quoted 
Ji Cai, of the ministry of 
agriculture's Township En- 
terprise Bureau, as saying: 

While attributing the slow- 
down in part to efforts to shift 
development emphasis from 
high growth rates to.efficien- 


cy. Mr. Ji acknowledged that 
rural firms had been badly hit 
by the government's moves 
to cool the economy by res- 
tricting bank credit. 

“Many problems are pla- 
guing China's rural firms, 
such as a serious lack of 
capital, rising loan interest 
rates, higher taxes and levies, 
and increasing costs of raw 
materials, energy and trans- 
portation.” he said. 

By the end of 1994. some 
120 million former farmer* 
were employed in rural firms, 
which include collective and 
share-holding township and 
village enterprises in which 
locaf authorities have u stake 
us well as private businesses. 

These firms have 
mushroomed under China's 


economic re fo r ms during the 
past 15 years, greatly out- 
performing lumbering suite 
enterprises to account for an 
ever-larger slice of the coun- 
try's output. 

Last year, they accounted 
for 30 per cent of national 
gross domestic production 
value and some 50 per cent of 
industrial output value, the 
China Daily said. 

Chinese Premier Li Peng, 
in his speech to parliament 
last month, underlined the 
importance of their con- 
tinued rapid development to 
efforts aimed at ensuring sta- 
bility in the long-neglected 
countryside, home to four- 
fifths of China's population 
of 1.2 billion. 


THE BETTER HALF. 


By Glasbergen 


50 I HAD TO TELL 
THE TEACHER THAT I 
^ JUST DIDN'T KNOW... 


MA HBE SOME 
QUESTIONS DON'T 
HAVE AN ANSWER , 


LIKE 

WHAT? 


f LIKE DID > 
JESUS EVER 
OWN A 
k DOG? j 





eimxu 

aft p> jwiscaiw*. aqaiinwi hoftlt. 
AMCTOSHeEMIKC 


aren't you 1 

EVER GO I MG 
TO SETUP? . 
► THE TIME < 
YOU SPEND 1 
l SLEEPING-.' , 


“I didn’t have enough energy to finish 

my dream... so I went out for a snack.” 


f . \ SHE SETS ) 

HANS ON, NOW...) TO BED AT S 
1 1 SET TO BED AT < TEN AND GETS J 
- TWO AND SET LIP < UP AT SIX’, \ 

f AT TEN, THAT'S J THAT’S < 
[EIGHT HOURS ... } SSHTHOURS-J 


HEY/ BEFORE 
, YOU START > 
ACCUSING \ 
PEOPLE-/ J 


Unscramble these four Jumbles, 
one letter to each square, to form 
lour ordinary words. 


HAIKK 


01995 MMa S 4 MCCS, Inc. 
MWflhtoflesanwt 


po Something — > 

DONT <JU3T Ji WHA 

sroto y vs m 

.THERE/ WHA 
9 _ 


eeACERSBCPECTl V IDoMV 'i <AP, r,/ /liin 

US Tb 130 SOME- i . Ktfow i , ./(JJSShc 

ToMAKEJ=MJ( will SOMETHING 


X DO? 


TIFAN 


KEBORN 


CLOTEK 


THAT SCRAMBLED WORD GAME 
& by Hand Arnold and UJka ArgJr Ion 

r ■ , 

And no one's 
Inside il? 










m 


— FirOy 
automated 


WHAT THE ARMY 
BRASS CALLED THE 
RESEARCH VEHICLE. 

Now arrange the circled letters 10 
iorm the surprise answer, as sug- 
gested oy the above cartoon. 




Answer tore: I I I 1 J LLJOJ 

(Answers tomorrow) 

Yesterday’s I Jumttea: BEIGE MADMAN GROTTO 

Answer. What the customers considered tho Wendty 
butcher shop — A ■MEET* MARKET 


dollar continues 10 sink while 
the yen and mark just keep 
on rising. Germany and 
Japan have voiced strong cri- 
ticisms of U.S. policy in re- 
cent days. 

European markets rose not 
only on the stronger dollar 
but also on the feeling that 
Wall Street's rise must be 
.sending -a buying message 
and that recent slides have 
injected value into many 
blue-chip shares. 

In London the FTSE 100 
pushed ahead 0.8 per cent, 
but just failed to hold the 
3,200 level. A fall in retail 
sales figures for March con- 
firmed that Britain's eco- 
nomy is slowing and raised 


hope's that interest rate rises \ 
can be delayed. 

German shares also took j - * ■ 

heart from the dollar's better V ...~ 
showing against the mark, / - 

which should make life easier \ 

for exporting firms. The i 

D AX-30 rose 1.06 per cent ~ " 

and then added another 11 « 

points in post-bourse deal-' * 

ings. 

Daimler-Benz, under . 
pressure from dollar weak- r‘ !£*+* 
ness in recent weeks, made 
good some losses to dose 11 . . 7 

marks higher at 621. That •■'fj/i, 
buoyed other carmakers, ’ _ : 

with BMW A.G. closing 
eight marks higher at 697 and ^ 

Volkswagen up 2.50 marks at • 1 
366 jo. 


Morocco says 
privatisation receipts 


FORECAST FOR SUNDAY APRIL 23. 1995 

By Thomas S. Pierson, Astrologer. Carroll Righter Foundation 

ARIES: (March 21 to April 19) Inviting relative and close friends 
into your home is best today, enjoy them. Study your home and see 
where to make little changes. 

TAURUS: (April 20 to May 20) Especially on this day. it is a good 
lime to think about how to have greater abundance for later tonight. 

GEMINI: (May 21 to June 21) Look about you and see what you 
want to retain today and what should be disrarded in your abode. 
Get that streamlined look. 

MOON CHILDREN: (June 22 to July 21) Concentrate on those 
changes you want to make in your life today which will make it more 
as you wish it to be. 

LEO: (July 22 to August 21) Early today plan activities which can 
make you feel more contented and happy for tasks completed 
tonight. Get together with good friends. 

VIRGO: (August 22 to September 22) Garify your wishes and go 
after them so that later tonight looms brighter for you. Stop wasting 
your time with the angry or dull. 

LIBRA: (September 23 to October 22) You can handle any dvic or 
government affairs very well today, so get right at them and you can 
feel happy with your loved ones. 

SCORPIO: (October 23 to November 21) Today is a good day to 
consult with a wise person who has a fine philosophy of life and 
which you would like to adopt so that you find peace. 

SAGITTARIUS: (November 22 to December 21) You may have 
business to attend today which is important, so don’t neglect it. 
Come to a fine understanding with your mate. 

CAPRICORN: (December 22 to January 20) Study your partnership 
well and improve one in particular today which seems to be on shaky 
ground and needs improvement. 

AQUARIUS: (January 21 to February 19) Stick to the tasks you have 
taken on today and later on tonight study the over-all picture well 
and become more enthused. 

PISCES: (February 20 to March 20) Know what it is which those 
who dwell with you^ desire in your relationship, and then come to a 
better understanding. ' 

Birthstone of April: Diamond — Amethyst 

FORECAST FOR MONDAY APRIL 24, 1995 

By Thomas S. Pierson, Astrologer , . Carroll Righter Foundation 

ARIES: (March 21 to April 19) Go over your accounts and handle 
them wisely so that you increase your good will today and impress 
others favourably. 

TAURUS: (April 20 to May 20) Early today get your health built up 
via .right-treatments; and improve your appearance. Await a better 
day to "see others. 

GEMINI: (May 21 to June 21) Some private affair requires can and 
precision in order to handle it well, otherwise you get deeper into 
trouble. 

MOON CHILDREN: (June 22 to July 21) Don’t involve yourself 
today into some altercation between a fellow associate and an 
outsider or you could become the centre of a problem. 

LEO: (July 22 to August 21) You have decided whether to handle 
regular routyies or go off to something new, but if you plan, you can 
handle both. 

VIRGO: (August 22 to September 22) Be sure to handle any tasks 
which are necessary this morning before you no out Tor a good time 
tonight with friends. Indulge only what is not too costly. 
LIBRA: (September 23 to October 22} An associate and a family tie 
do not agree on something, but keep out of it and soon everything 
will be alright. 

SCORPIO: (October 23 to November 21) Forget about making all 
those visits you have in mind to see friends today and get your tasks 
handled more efficiently. 

SAGITTARIUS: (November 22 to December 21) You have fine 
creative ideas which can be developed, so get right to them. Take 
time today for recreational activities with dose friends. 
CAPRICORN: (December 22 to January 20) Your desires may be 
quite different to those of your loved ones, so live and let live, for 
best results. Handle business affairs wisely and with great effidency. 

AQUARIUS: (January 21 to February 19) Forget that private worry 
and get out into the business world to accomplish a great deal today. 
Enjoy some cultural activity with your loved one. 

PISCES: (Febniary 20 to March 20) Think about adding to your 
financial situation and avoid going out to places of amusement which 
can most expensive today. 

Birthstone of April: Diamond — Amethyst 


Manchester 
5S Speakers' 
platforms 

29 Shortly 

30 Nevada Lown 
31 ■Showboar 


, Puzzle sahmfc 


S3 Ornamental 


64 Pfncftes 
35 —Bator 
Bfl Kind o( race 
67 Female suffix 
66 Little arm of the 


to Sofl, In music 
11 Weapons 
13 Live coal 

is Go — (approach 


20 Aleutian isle 
2« Multitude 

25 Harvest 

26 Gymnast Korbut 

27 Card game 


□QUO □□□SQ QI3QQ 
QBag □□ □on qhqo 
□□□□SH3QEI30 DULL 
□□□□QI1QB □□□□□□ 
□□□ 

□oqdhib nnaacoDD 

□□□□0 E3HQ0Q 000 
DQ0B BaUEB QQDD 
□HQ □□□□□ OD0OH 
□□DB0QDB □BGBQQ 
Bcin 

amtiQBa □□□qdedc 
□000 □□□□□□□□□□; 
U00Q □□□□□ □□□□ 
□0B0 0DBBa UP ED] I 


THE Daily Crossword by jam*, li 
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ana aaaa aaaaal 

aaaaa aaa aiiail 
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■ aaaa aaaaflflH 
■ aaaaa aaaa I 
!■■■ aaaaaflaaaa| 
bSSE bbbb aaBaaR 
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aaueoa sentence 
35 Girasoi 

. 47 Leafy bower in 
Leeds 

54 Author Gri 
56 Chinese ri 

38— of passage 

« Exclude 

57 Portent 

37 Waked on 

50 Protection 

53 ProBcfor* 

38 Italian prtneaty 

51 Tear and lemon 

59 Peruse 


52 Frame or Man 

60 Vetoteed 

Instance 

53 Shove atrida 

teamen 
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A review 1 

of economic news 

from the Arabic press 
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of civil 
servants 

** THE GOVERNMENT 
r 7 is considering retiring all gov- 
ernment civil servants who 
{jgve completed 30 years and 
more in the service. With 
sucfa a decision, thousands of 
^ people will be retired, mak- 
ing room for new graduates 
{q be hired in order to ease 
:: p -;5 nnempipyprent and “provide 
tf,e administrative system 
new blood.” Furth- 
" ^ ennore, a wide reshuffle is 
being prepared among senior 
• t L .. officials at the ministries of 
foreign affairs and the in- 
terior as weli as various gov- 
:• .. ^ eminent institutions f A1 Dus- 
. >i f . tour). 

☆☆THE ECONOMIC Con- 
sultative Council has recom- 
mended allowing the estab- 
lishment of a JD 5 million 
shareholding company from 
both the public and private 
sectors to be invested in free 
shops at airports and sea- 
ports. The free shop in Am- 
man was proposed to serve 
only diplomats and non- 
resident foreigners (A1 Dus- 
tour) 
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☆☆ THERE ARE more than 
4,000 empty apartments in 
Amman because of the high 
prices demanded for them. 
Most of the investors prefer 
to seD the apartments and not 
lease them (A1 Dustour). 

☆☆ THE MINISTRY of 
rSapply intends to buy 
• 200,000 tonnes of Syrian bar- 
; ley at $91 per tonne to meef 
Jordan's requirement for four 
months. The ministry is also 
■ expected to buy large quanti- 
ties of split lentils from Syria 
at $439 p&r tonne. (A1 Dus- 
; tour). 

☆☆ THE UNION Chemical 
and Vegetable Oil Industries, 
currently operating the paint 
factory Rhna Lux, recorded 
total sales of JD 3.17 million- 
last year, about 18 per cent 
more than the amount posted 
in 1993. According to its 
annual report, the company 
Managed to find new markets 
in Romania and Sudan. The 
company, netting a profit of 
ID 351,842 to be retained for 
1995, hopes to start trial and 
actual production of most of 
its factories before the end of 
this year. The company was 
“t up in 1993 with a JD 3.5 
Million capital to establish 
and / or acquire plants for the 
Production of oil, chemicals, 
rodder and printing ink (A! 
Ra’i). 

THE MUNICIPALITY 
of Greater Amman is putting 
roj rent some stores at the 
- Gardens near 

roe Wadi Saqra intersection. 
Mores are between 50 square 
Metres to 171 square metres 
m area. Key money for each 
riore is JD 22 per square 
“efre, annual rent is JD 44 
Per square metre and service 
is 15 per cent of the 
rent amount per year. All 
rj"*® 316 arreonditioned and 
“aje^traJ heating systems 


** A NUMBER of insur- 
“toe companies are awaiting 
for registration in 
“toordance with the new 
amendments to the insurance 
/^‘Jfto Ministry of Industry 
Trade is currently work- 
- m S on regulations to the 
• to the amendments 

‘tefore opening the door for 
“ew tenns. Two insurance 
companies have already 
*ked officially for registra- 
jK® while others are still 
“Mg formed. The amend- 
meats specify two main con- 
■f seditions for new insurance 
..■W companies: To have a capital 
’ ‘i.' 1 four times as much as present 
s i". companies and to introduce 
’ new types of insurance to the 
market. Established com- 
panies are not happy to have 
frwcomers to the business 
and argue that the current 18 
companies are more than 
enough for the country (AI 
Dustour). 


I AT A chief sees boom ahead 
civil aviation industry 



GENEVA (R) — Tire Inter- 
nationa! Air Transport Asso- 
ciation (IATA), celebrating 
its 50th anniversaiy, has pre- 
dicted huge growth generat- 
ing many more jobs in the 
civil aviation industry over 
the next decade. 

IATA also said it was 
probable ; figures to be issued 
this week would confirm its 
230 member airlines in 135 
countries in 1994 collectively 
made their first profit — 
around $1 billion — in five 
years of recession and gra- 
dual recovery. 

In a speech in Havana, 
Director-General Pierre 
Jeanniot said IATA com- 
panies carried 1,200 million 
passengers on all services last 
year — equivalent to one in 
five of the world's population 
— and about 19 million ton- 
nes of freight. 

"Of the 337 million inter- 
national scheduled passen- 
gers, 333 million travelled on 


IATA airlines, which also 
earned 11.2 million tonnes of 
freight," Mr. Jeanniot told a 
special 50th anniversary cere- 
mony. 

"And the best is yet to 
come — most of the absolute 
numbers are expected to dou- 
ble over the next 10 years.” 
he declared. 

IATA was founded in 
Havana on April 19, 1945, at 
a meeting of 57 airlines from 
31 countries and replaced the 
old International Air Traffic 
Association which had 
steered the then fledgling in- 
dustry through rapid growth 
between two world wars. 

Working to promote easier 
and safer air travel and 
freight movement, the Mon- 
treal and Geneva-based body 
has now gathered under its 
wing companies operating 
some 98 per cent of interna- 
tional flights. 

Although the years since 
World War II have seen- a 


vast surge in air travel, the 
industry was badly hit by the 
recession which began at the 
end of the 1980s and between 
1990 and 1993 IATA airlines 
made a total loss of $15.6 
billion. 

But an IATA spokesman 
in Geneva said earlier fore- 
casts that 1994 will have 
marked a turnaround were 
likely to be confirmed when 
financial figures for last year 
are issued on April 24 when 
Mr. Jeanniot speaks to a con- 
ference in New York. 

"The figure of $1 billion 
profits now looks probable 
rather than just possible,” 
the spokesman said. 

Preliminary figures already 
released by LATA showed an 
eight per cent increase in 
international passenger traf- 
fic and 11 per cent in cargo 
carried by member airlines 
last year. 

In his Havana speech, he 
recalled that in 1945 only 


nine million people — against 
the 1,200 million of 1994 — 
and a few thousand tonnes of 
freight travelled by air. 

In tonnage, be said, the 
11.2 millions of freight 
moved on international 
flights in 1994 was only about 
five per cent of the world 
roral. hut in terms of value it 
was more than a quarter of 
the total of goods traded in- 
ternationally. 

The total civil aviation- 
related industry, including 
tourism linked to and encour- 
aged by air travel, now pro- 
vided at least 22 million jobs 
for the world's workforce and 
$1,000 billion in gross output, 
the former chief of Air Cana- 
da declared. 

Civil aviation, be said, was 
at the heart of the travel and 
tourism sector of the global 
economy which was now the 
world's largest industry and 
supported 204 million jobs. 


Saudi shipping firm expands Asia operations 


ABU DHABI (AFP) — 
Saudi Arabia's biggest ship- 
ping firm is planning to open 
new lines in China and Tur- 
key as part of expansion pro- 
jects which include purchase 
of new vessels, the company 
bas said. 

The National Shipping 
Company of Saudi Arabia 
(NSCSA) said it would start 
services to China's Tianjin 
port in May after launching 
operations at Shanghai port 
late last year, the first Arab 
shipping firm to reach China. 


“The Tianjin line will pro- 
vide traders with a new link 
to the northern parts of Chi- 
na, including interior markets 
around Beijing," said Hus- 
sein A1 Maktum, deputy 
director of NSCSA’s lines 
and information technology. 

“The Tianjin and Shanghai 
lines as well as the Hong 
Kong service also mean that 
traders can now directly 
reach north, central and 
-southern China,” he said in a 
statement sent to AFP from 
the company's headquarters 


Time- Warner 
posts $47m loss 

NEW YORK l AFP) — U.S. media group Time- Warner has 
announced it had a net loss of $47 million or 13 cents per 
share, in the first three months of this year. The loss .was 
larger then analysts had anticipated, but marked an improv- 
ment on the $51 million net loss, or 14 cents per share, for 
the same period last year. 

The group’s turnover rose 17 per cent to $1.82 billion, 
compared to $1.56 billion for the first quarter last year. 

Time-Wamer’s operating income also rose 23 per cent to 
$138 million, against $112 million last year, but fell short of 
the group’s interest repayments of $155 million. 

Time Warner Entertainment (TWE), a limited part- 
nership holding the group’s interests in film .arid cable 
television, posted a 73 per cent decline in net profits to $1 1 
million, compared to $41 million last year. TWE’s turnover 
rose to $2.07 billion, against S1.93 billion for the same 
period in 1994. TWE's figures were consolidated in the 
group's overall results for the firsr quarter. 
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in Riyadh. 

NSCSA, the second big- 
gest petrochemical shipper in 
the world, has been involved 
in expansion plans to boost 
services and buy more ships. 
They include the purchase of 
five supertankers with a 
capacity of more than two 
million barrels at a cost of 
$400- $480 million. 

The Saudi government 
owns around 29 per cent of 
NSCSA, which has a capital 
of two billion riyals ($533 
million) and a fleet of 26 
large vessels. 

The statement said the new 
lines would link China with 
the Middle East and North 
America and it was the only 
world shipping firm to serve 
Tianjin. 

It said the expansions in 


China followed its growing 
trade with the Middle East 
and the United States and 
“reflected the developing 
friendly relations between 
the Chinese and the Gulf and 
other Arab states.” 

The line to Turkey would 
link its western port of Izmir 
with the United States and 
would enable NSCSA to 
transport exports from the 
Far East, South East Asia 
and the Middle East to Tur- 
key and Turkish exports to 
the U.S., the statement said. 

“With such lines, NSCSA 
has completed implementa- 
tion of its expansion plan in 
the short run and it would 
start canying out its medium 
and long term plans in the 
second half of 1995,” Mr. 
Maktum said. 
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ORGANIZED MARKET SHARE PRICK LIST FOR SATURDAY 22/04/1995 



COMPANY'S NAME 


ARAB BANK Pie 

JORDAN NATIONAL BANK 

BANK OF JORDAN 

MIDDLE EAST INVESTMENT BANK. 

INDUSTRIAL DEVELOPMENT BANK 
THE HOUSING BANK 
JORDAN KUWAIT BANK 
JORDAN GULF BANK 

ONION BANK FOR SAVING 6 INVESTMENT 
BUSINESS BANK 

JORDAN INVESTMENT fi FINANCE BANK 

BEIT ELHAL SAVINGS INVESTMENT FOR BOUSING 

AMMAN BANK FOR INVESTMENT 

ARAB BANKING CORPORATION/ JORDAN 

PHILADELPHIA INVESTMENT BANK. 


BANKS 


ECTOR 


JORDAN INSURANCE 
ARABIAN SEAS INSURANCE 


NO. OF 
SHARES 
TRADED 

520 

47361 

S100 

7500 

725 

14300 

9260 

41750 

514 

1000 

1250 

8SO 

12S100 

230 

154962 

410413 


9600 

300 


VALUB 

TRADED 

JD 

PREV. CLOSING 

CLOSING PRICE 
PRICE 

100330 

191.500 

193.000 

232065 

4.800 

4. 890 

19633 

3.850 

3-B50 

11395 

1.550 

1.480 

2060 

2.570 

2.870 

115341 

8.160 

8.080 

27951 

3.000 

3.020 

62048 

1.450 

1.490 

2406 

4.720 

4.680 

4080 

3.890 

4.080 

5645 

4.360 

4.580 

3104' 

3.570 

3.660 

17 IB 19 

1.340 

1.380 

895 

4.100 

4.100 

322129 

2.QS0 

2.080 

1080921 

INDEX NUMBER: 170.36 


ZNS0RANCE 


5 E C T O R 


9900 


31660 

570 


32250 


CHANCE 


3.250 

1.BS0 


: 0.78* 


3.100 

1.900 


INDEX NUMBER: 137.53 
CHANGE t *0.68* 


JORDANIAN ELECTRIC POKER 

16100 

27255 

1.680 

1.690 

JORDANIAN ELECTRIC POWER /NSW 

61250 

91734 

1.580 

1.600 

I RAID DISTRICT ELECTRICITY 

4600 

6389 

1.320 

1.390 

ARAB INTERNATIONAL HOTELS 

382 

2675 

6.950 

7.000 

JORDAN NATIONAL SNIPPING LINES 

6700 

2203B 

3.260 

3.280 

RATIONAL PORTFOLIO SKCORZT2K5 

35533 

89007 

2.420 

2.540 

REAL ESTATE INVESTMENT 

900 

1035 

1.150 

1. 150 

UNITED KIDDLE EAST 6 COMMODORE HOTELS 

72350 

198250 

2.700 

2.740 

ARAB INTER. Pm INVESTMENT t EDUCATION 

1600 

5382 

3.350 

3.370 

JORDANIAN EXPATRIATES INVESTMENT HOLDING 

2250 

2860 

1.280 

1.280 

SERVICES SECTOR 

201665 

452644 

INDEX NUMBER: 143.04 


CHANCE 


« ♦0.74* 


ATTANQEEP CONST. MATERIAL MANUFACTURING 

345 

438 

1.210 

1.270 

, THE JORDAN CEMENT FACTORIES 

102868 

329569 

3.100 

3.260 

JORDAN PHOSPHATE MINES 

500 

1410 

2.840 

2.820 

THE ARAB POTASH/ NSW 

1160 

6958 

S.750 

6.040 

JORDAN PETROLEUM REFZHARY 

970 

9164 

9.480 

9.500 

WOOLEN INDUSTRIES 

700 

1274 

1-780 

1.B20 

THE INDUSTRIAL COMMERCIAL K AGRICULTURAL 

481 

1762 

3.660 

3,700 

THE JORDAN WORSTED MILLS 

2024 

17105 

8.250 

8.550 

ARAB PHARMACEUTICAL MANUFACTURING 

16993 

71716 

4.210 

4.240 

JORDAN DKIRT 

200 

500 

2.500 

2,500 

THE JORDAN PIPES MANUFACTURING 

3500 

9724 

2.7SO 

2.780 

JORDAN PAPER 6 CARDBOARD FACTORIES 

100 

400 

4.000 

4.000 

THE PUBLIC MINING 

1750 

5265 

2.930 

3.060 

SPINNING fi WEAVING 

4375 

11367 

2.580 

2.S90 

RAFIA INDUSTRIES 

1850 

4713 

2.550 

2.550 

DAR AL DANA DEVELOPMENT A INVESTMENT 

7164 

56955 

7.950 

7.950 

ARAB INVESTMENT & IHERHATXONAL TRADE 

112 50 

10238 

.920 

.910 

ARAB ALUMINIUM INDUSTRY 

2133 

15446 

7.200 

7.250 

LIVESTOCK fi POULTRY 

24150 

16675 

.700 

.690 

ARAB PAPER CONVERTING fi TRADING 

37700 

60440 

1.600 

1.610 

NATIONAL STEEL INDUSTRY 

2550 

8033 

3.200 

3.150 

INTERMEDIATE PBTR0-CHEKXCAL INDUSTRIES 

27213 

86821 

3.150 

3.160 

JORDAN ROCKWOOL INDUSTRIES 

5600 

6788 

1.200 

1.180 

JORDAN INDUSTRIES fi HATCH/ JIMOO 

2&Q 

165 

.690 

.660 

NATIONAL CABLE fi WIRE MANUFACTURING 

5700 

28786 

4.950 

5.050 

JORDAN SULPRO-CHEKXCJILS 

250 

450 

1.820 

1.800 

ARAB CENTER FOR PHARM. C CHEMICALS 

3650 

8884 

2.420 

2.460 

KAWTHER INVESTMENT 

1900 

3375 

1.800 

1.B00 

UNIVERSAL MODERN INDUSTRIES 

4900 

17903 

3.650 

3.670 

JORDAN INDUSTRIAL RESOURCES CO. 

3078 

6259 

2.040 

2.030 


X NDUSTRIAL 

SECTOR 

275304 

798579 

INDEX NUMBER: 
CHANGE z 

126.96 

*1-60* 

GRAND TOTAL 


B972B1 

2364394 

INDEX NUMBER, 
CHANGE 1 

150.46 

*1.041 


NO. OP TRADED SHARES IN PARALLEL MARKET 
VALUE TRADED IN PARALLEL MARKET 


179674 

271746 



FURNISHED APARTMENT FOR 
RENT IN UM AL SUMMAQ 

3rd floor, 3 bedrooms, 
3 bathrooms, super 
deluxe furniture. 

Abdoun Real Estate. 
Tel. 810605, 810809, 810S20 


A SECURE 

Hotel 
. Swttlfflyeh 

■^^Tplai.O.TEL 

^SECURITY 
^ HOSPITALITY 
^GASTRONOMY , 


Cafe* 

Hamburgers + Pizzas 

ELITE CAFE 

Sweiflyeh 


All Suites Hotel I 

FLAT .O. TEL 
4-iiSaH K . AliM 4_x i>vi 

1 .1) VT» motile 

863944 - 816690] 


STUDIO HAIG 

Professional Quality in 
1 Hour Service 

Develop your colour fihn at 
our shop and get> 

• JUMBO phot* 
glam 30 % fa t y r 

• Pram anlmrga- 

30x30 


Sbme»anL«jQpp. GripdUyi 
Bank. Phone: SMQ42 
Swefieh id: 823891 



Uiiff'tjf plojnt* c. 


SANABEL 

REAL ESTATE 

T«L. 864230 
Fax. 864231 


DOLLAR 


RENTA CAR 


Make Car 
Rental Simple 

S/mieistwi 

Tel: 693399 


REAL ESTATE 
RENTALS 


You ’v Seen The 
Rest Now Try The 

Best 

Widest Selection Most 
Reasonable Retes- 
Newer, Cleaner, More 
Lavishly Furnished or 
unfurnished Villas and 
Apartments 

FULL SERVICE REAL 
ESTATE ORGANIZATION 


RENTA 



CAR 


AT A RELIABLE PRICE 
TEL : 819676 
ABDOUN 



SXEEHVftft BARBENS 
CHINESE RESTAURANT 

wm 
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MING-SH1NG 
Chinese Restaurant 

The Best Cooking. 
Best Service, 

Best Atmosphere in Amman 
Deir Ghbar - American 
Embassy Str. near Baytuna 
Housing Estate 
O pan from: 

12 noon - 3:30 /Mir, 
6:30 - 11:30 p on. 
u Tel: 



jffl Duraclean 

"Flower Fresh” cleaning 
for homes and businesses 



Wl 

| B | CARPET CLEANING 
FURNITURE CLEANING 

TEL 836692 



"’Restaurant tfc / Tapcu. 

Open "Daily/ 
from 

12 a.m. - 12 p.m. 

Jehel ctnunan. 3rd circle 
Tel. 61 50 61 



Haute Cuisine Italo-Med 

THE BEST FOOD INGREDIENTS IN THE WORLD 
THE MOST FASHIONABLE RESTAURANT IN AMMAN 


Big Claims iReal Stories .! 


~ tamywm: guitar + piano 

JD 10.00 {+ +) tel: 863944 


it 

OD 

valentino 

Rainbow Sir. Tel : 625407 
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Amra Hotel Coraraerrial 
Center Tel: S64721 
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Quality Furnished Suites 

One and Two Bedrooms 
Resonable Rates For 
Short or Long Stay 




Unique gold & gems jewelry. 
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Sports 



1998 World Cup finals 
heading for Disneylandi 


PARIS (AFP) - The 1998 
World Cup finals in France 
are heading for Disneyland 
unless major problems over 
the proposed new stadium to 
be built on the outskirts of 
Paris are quickly resolved. 

An agreement between the 
government and the consor- 
tium set up to build the sta- 
dium at St-Denis, just outside 
Paris, was due to be signed, 
last January but problems 
over the site continue to dog 
the project and no agreement 
has yet been reached. 

“It’s a shambles.” said a 
source close to the t-uisnr- 
lium. "We .ne upuih run- 
ning out of time and unless an 
accord is reached very quick- 
ly we will be in deep trou- 
ble.” 

Costs of the proposed 
SO.OOO-seater stadium have 
already soared and estimates 
put the overruns as high as 
500 million francs $100 mil- 
lion. 

Chemical pollution has 
been discovered under the 
land set aside at St. Denis 
and millions of francs will 
have to be spent to clean it up 
so that the stadium can be 
built. 

A recent report on the 
effect of building the stadium 


at St. Denis has revealed that 
on match days the amount of 
traffic caused by spectators 
will all but block people from 
getting to Charles de Gaulle 
airport furthci to the north of 
the capital. 

“All in all this is rapidly 
turning into a nightmare.** 
said another source close to 
the consortium. "Unless an 
agreement over the St. Denis 
site can be signed soon the 
whole project there is in 
doubt.*' 

There has also been strong 
criticism of the world cup 
committee set up to organise 
the finals. 

If Paris major Jacques 
Chirac wins this month's 
French presidential elections 
he is tipped to name former 
Olympic gold medalist C»u\ 
Drut as Sports Minister. 

“If Drut become Sports 
Minister you can expect the 
make-up of the local organis- 
ing committee will be rapidly 
changed.*' said one source. 

“And the site of the sta- 
' dium could also change. The 
solution to the growing prob- 
lems at the St. Denis site 
would he Disneyland. There 
is plenty of land and although 
it is a lot further from Paris it 


has very good communica- 
tion links and is easy to get 
to,” he added. 

French officials warn the 
delays over St. Denis risks 
forcing them into what they 
describe as the "Montreal 
syndrome.” 

When Montreal won the 
1976 Olympics the new sta- 
dium being built for the 
Games was plagued by delays 
and massive rivemins. In the 
' end. the Olympics began with 
the stadium still to be com- 
pleted -and the city was left 
with a massive bill. 

“We are getting to the 
stage that we will be at the 
mercy of the unions. If they 
demand extra payments we 
will have to pay because a 
strike could mean the sta- 
dium not being finished in 
time.” said a consortium 
source. 

The plan is to have the 
stadium finished by Novem- 
ber 1997 and being opened in 
January 1998 but officials in- 
sists that unless the agree- 
ment between the govern- 
ment and the consortium is 
completed by the end of 
April the timetable will be 
thrown into dis&rav. 
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Michael Chang 


Chang beats Courier to reach 
Hong Kong Open final 


HONG KONG (Agencies) 
— Defending champion 
Michael Chane cruised into 
the final of the Hong Kong Open 
with a 6-4 6-2 win over fellow 
American Jim Courier on 
Saturday. 

It was quick revenge for 
top seed Chang after his 
semifinal defeat by Courier in 
last week's Japan Open in 
Tokyo. • 

He will- now play fifth seed 
Jonas Bjorkman of Sweden, 
who had a comfortable 6-1 
6-4 victory over compatriot 
and doubles partner Jan 
Apell. 

Chang, whose crisp vol- 
leying and solid serving al- 
ways had Courier at full 
stretch in the heat and 
humidity, said: “It was a 
compete turnaround from 
last week's match. 

k T won good points at the 
net to break his serve and 
that was critical," added the 
world number eight who is 
chasing his first title of the 
year. “When I took a 4-2 lead 
in the second set he did not 
want to battle me or battle 
the heat any more. 

“It's good to be in the final 
here again, but I know it will 
he a tough match against 
Bjorkman. He is not some- 
one to take lightly.” 

Courier, who defeated 


world No. 1 Andre Agassi in 
the Tokyo final for his third 
title of the year, said his 
recent schedule of matches 
had taken its toll. 

“Today I woke up a little 
bit tired and- knew I was in 
trouble. I did not have any 
legs out there, I was slow to- 
the bail and I could not dic- 
tate the rallies like I did last 
week," said the third seeded 
American. 

Bjorkman, in his first final 
of the year,- said: “I will be 
the underdog, but I am going 
in there to give him a tough 
match. 

Rosset, Medvedev in Semi- 
finals 


In Nice, France, fop- 
seeded Yevgeny Kafelnikov 
and his former Soviet doubles 
partner, Andrei Medvedev, 
won quarterfinal matches at 
the Nice Open and advanced 
to a semifinal showdown. 

Russia's Kafelnikov . beat 
Cedric Pioline of France, 6-3, 
1-6, 6-0, and Medvedev, of 
Ukraine, beat Australian 
Richard Fromberg, 6-3, 6*2. 

The other semifinal will 
match Switzerland’s Marc 
Rosset, a 7-6 (7-3), 6-2 win- 
ner over Australia's Mark 
Woodforde. against Alberto 


Costa, who beat fellow Spa- 
niard Tomas Carbonell, 7-6, 
(9-7), 4-6, 6-4. 

Medvedev and Kafelnikov 
played junior doubles 
together more than five years 
ago and won several titles for 
the former Soviet Union. 

"There will be a lot of 
pressure, especially mentally, 
for us,” Medvedev said. “I 
have beaten him twice and 
now he is the higher-ranked 
player.” 

Kafelnikov is ranked 
fourth in the world while 
Medvedev’s ranking has 
dropped from 4 to 16 in the 
last year. 

Rosset has a habit of doing 
well in France. Four of his 
eight tiles have been won on 
French soil and he enjoyed 
his biggest payday when he 
made the Paris Open final in 
November, losing to Andre 
Agassi. 

Kafelnikov raced through 
the first five games against 
Pioline and appeared headed 
to an easy victory. 

Suddenly he started mis- 
sing, losing three games be- 
fore finally winning the first 
set. Pioline jumped to a 5-0 
lead in the second set before 
Kafelnikov took a game, but 
the Russian breezed through 
the final set. 


Celtics reach NBA playoffs despite 99-92 defeat^ 5 M 


Boston 
Garden 
witnesses 
last season 
game 

BOSTON (Agencies) — The 
Boston Celtics trotted out 
their legion of hoop heroes 
Friday night in a lavish cere- 
mony at halftime to mark the 
celebrated franchise's final 
regular season game at old 
Boston Garden. 

' Owner Red Auerbach and 
22 former Celtics were intro- 
duced at halftime of the game 
against the New York Knicks 
and took places on the famed 
parqnet floor. 

After introductions of the 
former stars brought re- 
sounding cheers from the 
packed crowd. Auerbach in- 
bounded a ball to Nate 
Archibald, and the ball was 
passed to each player amidst 
a thunderous, standing ova- 
tion from the Boston crowed. 

The string was ended when 
Bob Cowasy went behind the 
back to Bill Russell, who fed 
John Havlicek to the comer, 
who fed Larry Bird alone 
under the basket for a layup. 

“They lived up to all the 
standards of what the Celtic 
family status for” said Au- 
erbach, surrounded by Celtic 
greats who joined forces to 
win 16 NBA tides including 
an incredible run of 11 cham- 
pionships in 13 years from 
1956. 

“Not only are they great 
players, they’ve great people, 
and I love every one of 
them.” 

"Everybody sees some-, 
thing different when they 
look at that building. I look 
at it and see a beautiful time 
of my life," Cousy said. 

During the 1946-47 season. 
Cousy and his Holy Cross 
teammates played several 
home games at the garden en 
route to their NCAA basket- 
ball championship. Three 
years later, Cousy spent his 
.wedding night playing a game 
for the Celtics. 

And in March 1963, when 
Cousy played his own final 
regular-season game in the 
Garden, a moment of quiet 
was shattered when a fan 
yelled out, "we love ya, 
Cooz.” 

The Garden is following a 
course followed by Chicago 
Stadium last year. 

The 67-year-old building 
will be shuttered in Septem- 
ber and its prime tenants, the 
Celtics and the Boston 
Bruins, mil move next door 
to die Fleetcenter. It is a $160 
million, state-of-the-art arena 
like Chicago's new United 
Center. ‘ 

The teams' championship 
banners will be taken down 
from the rafters of the yellow 
brick building. It also has 
played host to Elvis Preslye 
and the Beaties, and has been 
a venue for speeches by John 
F. Kennedy and Winson 
Churchill. 

The Fleetcenter will boast 
an expanded seating capac- 
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Michael Jordan of the Chicago Bulls cuts through traffic to Hnnfc the bafl against the Detroit Pistons (AFP r 


ity, from 14,890 to 18,400 for 
basketball, and from 14,448 
to 17,200 for hockey. But 
what it will not have are the 
warts' 1 that gave the Garden 
its charm. 

"I always remember just 
the horror of coming in the 
place the first time,” Maxwell 
said. “I came in the summer 
and there were no banners,. 


no parquet and I said, 
“damn, it must just he a 
vacant warehouse,” Maxwell 
said. 

the garden was opened on 
Nov. 17, 1928, but it wasn't 
until 18 years later that the 
Celtics moved in. On Nov. 
16, 1946, the Celtics — then 
in the Basketball Association 
of Ainerica — beat the 


RESULTS 


Toronto Huskies 53-49 be- 
fore a crowd of 5,176. 

Ten years later, the Celtics 
won the first of their 16 
championships. Cousy and 
teammates Tom Heinsohn, 
Bill Russeel and Bill Shar- 
man shocked off the St. Louis 
Hawks 110-109 in double- 
overtime. 

The Celtics “dynast/’ was 


solidified when they won 
eight straight championships 
from 1959 to 1966, two more 
in 1968-69, two more in 1974 
and 1976, and again in 1981, 
1984 and 1986. Players like 
Cousy, RusseU, John Hav- 
licek and Larry Bird became 
Celtics icons, as did longtime 
coach Arnold “Red" Au- 
erbach. 


s-Guago 


46 


New York 

New Jersey 

Philadelphia 

Atlanta 

Cleveland 

Orlando 

San Antonio 

Utah 

Phoenix 

Sacramento 


99 

Boston 

92 

x-Omlaod 

43 

38 

107 

Washington 

106 

x-AHastt 

42 

39 

113 

Miami 

106 

MHnrin 

33 

48 

128 

Detroit 

111 

Detroit 

28 

S3 

103 

Milwaukee 

82 




no 

Indiana 

86 




107 

L.A. Clippers 

96 




99 

Minnesota 

96 


WESTERN CONFERENCE 

110 

105 

Dallas 

Seattle 

99 

97 


Midwest Division 


-57$ 

531 

519 

Jtn 

J46 


4fc 

8 

9 

18 

23 


EASTERN CONFERENCE 
Atlantic Division 



W 

L 

Pet 

GB 

y-San Antonio 

61 

20 

.753 

— 

x-Utah 

59 

22 

.728 

2 

x-Houston 

47 

34 

-580 

14 

Denver 

39 

41 

.488 

2m 

Dallas 

36 

45 

.444 

25 

Minnesota 

21 

60 

.259 

40 



W 

L 

Pet. 

GB 

y-Oriando 
x-New York 

57 

54 

24 

27 

.704 

.667 

3 

x-Boston 

35 

46 

.432 

22 

Miami 

31 

50 

383 

26 

New Jersey 

29 

52 

358 

28 

Philadelphia 

24 

.57 

.296 

33 

Washington 

20 

61 

.247 

37 


Pacific Division 


Central Division 


z-Indiana 

x-Chariotte 


51 

49 


30 

31 


.630 

.613 


\Vi 


x-Phoenix 
x-Seattie 
x-L.A. Lakers 
x-Porfland 
Sacramento 
Golden State 
L.A. Clippers 


x-Cfincbed playoff berth 
y-Clinched Conference title 
z -Clinched division tittle 


58 

57 

48 

42 

39 

26 

16 


23 

24 
33 
38 
42 
54 
65 


.716 

.704 

.593 

-525 

.481 

-325 

.198 
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10 
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19 
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sports in brief Pierce to the rescue in Fed Cup 


8th BFAAME championship opens 

AMMAN (J.T.) — The SO' Bridge Federation of Africa, 
Asia and the Middle East (BFAAME) Championship opened 
here Saturday with over 200 players from 15 countries 
taking part. The champiomfiip, held undo- the patronage of 
Prime Minister Sharif Zek) Ben Shaker, wfll nm op to May 
3. Hie top two teams wffl qualify for the world cham- 
pionship in Bering in September. Participating countries 
include Bangladesh, Egypt, India, Pakistan, Sri Lanka, 
Syria, Saudi Arabia, South Africa, Reunion, Mauritius, 
Russia, Kenya and Jordan. 

Sampras ready for worst surface 

MONACO (AIT) — Pete Sampras, although failing nearly . 
two weeks ago in his first 1995 tournament on European 
day,- remained optimistic about putting things right when 
the $1.79-million Monte Carlo Open begins cm Monday. 
Sampras, displaced from the number one position on the 
ATP Tour earlier this month by Andie Agassi, has 
recovered his poise after losing in the first round at the 
Barcelona Open. “I've got to get a lot of day court matches 
under my belt in order to improve on the surface.'’ 
Sampras, the current world number two, is the highest 
ranked player to be entered in the 56-man field at the 
Monte Carlo event. Agassi will miss the event after pulling 
out of the Salem Open in Hong Kong with a strained lower 
back. 

Trainer stakes job on beating Israel 

WARSAW (R) — Henryk Apostel is staking his job as- 
Poland’s soccer coach on victory over Israel in Tuesday’s 
European Championship qualifier in Zabrze. Defeat would 
end ail hopes of reaching the finals in England next year. 
“We can't let ourselves even contemplate losing a point,” 
Apostel said. “I know what I am going to have to do if we 
lose or draw the match,” added the trainer, who faced calls 
for his dismissal after Poland's 2-1 defeat by Romania in 
Bucharest last month. Poland, who lost 2-1 in Israel in 
September, have only four points from four matches in 
Group One, compared with their opponents' nine points 
from five games. _ 

Bad weather hits Japan GP 

SUZUKA (R) — Bad weather disrupted Saturday's final 

g ratifying for the Japanese 500cc motorcycle Grand Prix on 
unday and prevented rider; from improving on their 
opening practice times. The heavy rain left Friday’s 
pacesetter, world champion Michael Doohan of Australia, 
at the head of the field and set for his third successive win 
of the season. His Honda teammates, Japan’s Shinichi Ito 
and Takoma Aoki, filled second and third spots respective- 
ly. Suzuki rider Daryl Beattie of Australia, who is expected 
to be Doohan's main challenger, remained fifth quickest. 
“It w01 be a very, very hard race because (Daryl) Beattie 
lived in Japan and he knows the Suzuka track very well/’ 
Doohan said. 

Wilkens to coach U.S. basketball team 

ATLANTA (AP) — Lenny Wilkens of the Atlanta Hawks, 
the winn ingest coach in NBA history, has been chosen to 
coach the U.S. men’s basketball team at the 1996 Olym- 
* pics, a newspaper reported Friday. The Atlanta-Journal ' 
Constitution said the vote was made by U.S. A. basketball’s 
'•election committee during a meeting at a Phoenix-area 
hotel, and the announcement will be made next week. 
There has been considerable speculation that Wilkens. who 
this season surpassed Red Auerbach as the winniogest 
NBA coach, would be chosen for the Atlanta Games. 

Berger: Schumacher is ‘liar 1 , ‘clown’ 

LONDON ( AP) — The feud between two leading Formula 
One drivers has escalated, with Ferrari Gerhard Berger 
calling reigning world champion Michael Schumacher a 
“liar" and a “down." The war of words heated up earlier 
this week when Schumacher criticised Berger for celebrat- 
■ ing after he was awarded first place — temporarily — in last 
month’s Brazilian Grand Pnx. Schumacher finished the 
race first in his Benetton Williams but was disqualified, 
along with second-place finisher David Coulthard, for fuel 
irregularities. Berger, who finished third, was moved up to 
first. However, on appeal, the world governing body FIA 
last week reinstated the original placings. “I cannot 
understand anyone celebrating a victory he achieved when 
he was lying one lap behind,” Schumacher was quoted as 
saying this week in German newspapers. “If Berger would 
show as much talent as a driver as he does in public 
relations, he would win more races.” 


GOREN BRIDGE 


WITH OMAR SHMUF 
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USE THOSE GRAY CELLS 


Noither vulnerable. South dub. 
NORTH 
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Paae Pan 

Opening lead: Two of 4 
From the day we started playing 
brides, it waa drammed into us that 
when defwuling a no-trump con- 
tract we should return paxtaer’a 
saiL That h sound advice an most 
occasion*, but when persisting with 
partner's suit cannot benefit the de- 
fame, he wilfiny to switch the attack 
to a suit that might produce the 
desired result 

The auction reveals Bttto ex c e p t 
Hint yon can find some 16-17 points 


in the South band and 10 or so with 
North. West leads the two of spades 
to your king. What now? 

If you simply returned a spade, 
you nan go on to the next band. It 
instead, you took time to c onsider 
the situation, you might have found 
gneoet pastures- 

Since partner's lead to fourth- 
best, you know that declarer has 
four spades, probably to an honor, 
so that suit offers little fiiture. Dum- 
my's heart holding is impressive, so 
that leaves only the minor suite ae a 
source of fends. 

Ifyoa Mow the old adage of lead- 
ing op to weakness, you wont have 
dims any better. Consular what val- 
ues partner most have in dubs if you 
an going to take two or three 
tricks — at least A Q, or K Q 10. 

When looking to develop tricks, 
you should usually attack the suit in 
which partner needs the least in 
high cards to be eSfectire. Here, just 
thw king of diamonds la enough— -if 
you make the right shift You roust 
return the ten of diamonds so that, 
' if declarer covers, dummy's nine wfll 
be sandwiched by your Q81 Now the 
defenders are a tempo ahead and are 
sure to take five tricks before declar- 
er can come to nine. 


METZ, France (AFP) — 
World number-three Mary 
Pierce was far from at her 
best bur was still able to 
rescue France on the first day 
of the World Group Fed Cup 
first-round clash against 
South Africa here Friday by 
scoring a straight-sets 64. 6-3 
win over Joanette Kruger. 

The Australian Open 
champion made a shaky start 
and needed to save three 
break points while trailing 24 
in the opening set. But she 
survived the crisis and as her 
powerful grounds! rokes be- 
gan to tell, she was able to 
win five games in a row. 

“Everything went really 
well in practice and I was 
very confident when I came 
out — but when it came to 
the match I just couldn’t get 
into any rythmn," said 
Pierce, adding: “I played 
those first games really bad- 
ly.” 

French captain Francoise 
Durr admitted: “Mary gave 
me a real fright at the start. 
She wasn’t moving well and 
she will need to play much 
better against Coetzer in the ■ 
reverse singles on Saturday.” 

Earlier the home side, 
semi-finalists in the event last 
year before the new two-day 
‘Davis Cup style' format was 
introduced, went behind 
when Julie Halard crashed 
2-6. 4-6 to Coetzer. 

Halard, who had beaten 
the South African number- 
one in both of their previous 
encounters, had one of her 
notorious ’off-days' when no- 
thing went right. Looking 
sluggish from the start and 
unable to piece together 
aggressive-style tennis, the 
French player quickly con- 
vinced herself she was not 
.going to win. 

“I have learned Julie's 
strengths in the past and I 
was able to neutralise them 
today," said Coetzer. 

“I need to serve better, but 
I can’t wait to play Mary in 
the second singles. My vic- 
tory today will give me confi- 
dence for that match." 

After the reverse singles 
Halard is expected to be 
joined by Nathalie Tauziat 
for the doubles against Coet- 
zer and Elna* Reinach. 

Czech Republic, 
Belgium win 

In the. Group- One -qual- 



Mary Pierce 

ifying Group in La Manga. 
Spain, experience saw the 
Czech Republic notch up a 
3-0 victory over Belarus while 
Belgium beat Hungary by the 
same scoreline. 

The two teams consequent- 
ly reached the play-offs for a 
place in next year's World 
Group. 

The Czechs did not have 
things ail their own way and 
both Helena Sukova and 
Japa Novotna dropped sets in 
the singles. 

Sukova eventually saw off 
promising newcomer Tatiana 
Ignatieva 64, 6-7 (7/9), 6-3, 
while Novotna bad to recover 
after dropping her opening 
set to love to beat Natasha 
Zvereva ,0-6, 7-5, 64. 


Australia, Slovak Republic 
all square 

In Perth, Australia, Au- 
stralia and the Slovak Repub- 
lic were locked at 1-1 after 
the first day of their Fed Cup 
women’s tennis tie here 
Saturday. 

Karina Habsudova gave 
the Slovak Republic a flying 
start in this World Group 
One match when she eclipsed 
Rachel McQuillan in straight 
sets, 6-1, 6-3 in only 65 mi- 
nutes. 

But the home country's 
Nicole Bradtke recovered 
from a dismal opening set to 
beat .Radka Znibakova in 
three -sets, - 4-6* 64;>6-3. •- 


In Sunday's reverse singles 
clashes. Bradtke meets Hab- 
sudova and McQuillan comes 
up against Zrubakova. 

If necessary, the doubles 
wil decide the tie with Bradt- 
ke and Renae Stubbs taking 
on Habusudova and Zruba- 
kova. 

The players' records sug- 
gest the Slovak Republic 
have a slight advantage in the 
remaining two singles match- 
es. 

In their only previous 
meeting, Bradtke lost to 
Habsudoba, but that was five 
years ago. 

McQuillan has lost two of 
three matches against Zruba- 
kova. 


But, after beating Zruba- 
kova Saturday, Bradtke was 
optimistic about her coun- 
try’s chances. 

“If we can win one more 
singles dash. I am quietly 
confident we have the edge in 
the doubles,” she said. 

Habsudova said after beat- 
ing McQuillan: “It was easier 
than I thought it might have 
been. This is one of the better 
matches I have played on 
grass.” 

Draw announced for XJSA- 
Anstria tie 

Austria’s top entry, player- 
captain Judith Weisaer, plays 
Amy Frazier, while 12th- 


raoked American Maty Joe 
Fernandez meets little known 
Barbara Schett in the open- 
ing singles of a Fed Cup 
quarter-final tie. 

Sunday’s matches open 
with Weisner, ranked 22, tak- 
ing on Fernandez, with Fra- 
zier following against the 
U8th-ranked Schett in the 
reverse singles. 

After Sunday's singles, the 
' U.S. doubles team of Gigi 
Fernandez and Martina Nav- 
ratilova play the Austrian 
Duo of Petra Sdiwarz-Ritter 
and Weisner. 

“The first match is tire key 
match for us if we have a 
chance in the tie," Wiesner 
said. 

Weisner has a 1-0 edge 
over Frazier, but has lost to 
Fernandez five of the six 
times they have met 

Schett has never played 
Fernandez or Frazier. 

With a record 14 titles, the . 
second-seeded U.S. team en- 
ters the competition as the 
most successful nation in the 
history of Fed Cop. Austria 
has never won in the 32-year 
history of the competition. 

Frazier, making her Fed 
Cup debut, is a last-minute 
replacement for Californian 
Lindsay Davenport, who is 
still suffering with pneumonia 
and food poisoning. 

“It definitely caught me 
off-guard," Frazier said of 
her substitute status. “I was 
surprised, but it’s very excit- 
ing. Definitely, I think m be 
nervous.” 

Frazier arrived here in 
good spirits after winning the 
Japan Open over eighth- 
ranked Kimiko Date of Japan 
last week. 

The Austrians are relying 
on Schett instead of two high- 
er ranked players on their 
team — 58tb*anked Petra 
Schwarz-Ritter and 85 th- 
ranked Beatte Reinstadler. ■ 

Weisner explained that 
Schett’s recent performance, 
outdoors on hardcourts at the 
Lipton Championships, 
where she defeated 17th- 
ranked Lori McNeil, was the 
deciding factor. 

“We had to pick someone 
who could have the weapons 
to create an upset,” Weisner 
said. “An upset is what we 
would need, so this is a risk-* i 
we have to take:” 
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Venables hits back at critics 

LONDON (AFP) — England coach Terry Venables, stung 
by criticism of his get-together this weekend with potential 
players of the future, hit back on Friday. Venables will use 
the session to take a closer look at the likes of Stan 
Collymore, Robbie Fowler, Steve Stone, David James and 
David Uns worth before railing his squad for the June 
tournament against Brazil, Sweden and Japan. “It is a 
valuable session and I'm looking to have more of them next 
season,” Venables said. “If we hadn’t bad this get-together 
there still wouldn’t have been any games because countries 
like Ireland, Holland, Germany and Wales are still playing 
next week. 


FOR SALE 

Volvo model 1 994. full automatic. 2400 CC. only 
7.600 Km. Saudi plate, last cash price JD 1 5000 
Colour dark blue. 

Tel. 828042. Between 10:00 a.m. -1:00 p.m. 


—FURNISHED APARTMENT — 
FOR RENT 

Consisting of 3 bedrooms. 3 bathrooms: fully 
equipped with modern furniture and kitchen with 
telephone. First floor with garden and park. 
Located close to Umm Uthaina Shopping Centre. 

For more information . please call 81 1019 


CINEMR CONCORD 

Presents from 23/4/95. 
(Three wise guys out for easy money one 
smart baby for an adventure) 
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Performances: 12:30, 3:30, 6: 



Guam. Tel.; 634144 fc Cinema 

miADUHIA 


Tel. : 699238 | Gnema 


Td. 


Tom Hanks 
in 

Forrest Gump 

Show: 1230, 3:15. 6:15. *15 


PULP FICTION 


Shows: 12:30. 3:30. 6:15. 8:30. 


CONCORD 


CONCORD “1 M 

Baby's 
Day Out 

Shows: 12:3a 3:30. 6. 330. 1330 

CONCORD "2" 
Bad Girls 

Shows: 12:30. 3:30. 5:30. 11 


Tel: 618274 - 618275 

AJMMOUN THEATRE 


Mum Hljazln "Sum's” 

*m the political satire 


written and directed by 

Mohammad A! Shawaqfa 

dally on 8:30 p.m. 

The theatre closes on Monday 

— Haifa A1 Agha In the 
children’s play 

Sa*dPs Rstsm • 


Te^: 675571 


COMING SOON 
The Comedy Show 

CABARET 


Nabil & Hfeftam’s. Td.: 

amlan theater * 


The political satire: 

AL SALAM YA SALAXt 

•tfcSO.IMTL 

For reservation, piaasa cal 

82S1S5 

The theatre Is closed 
Saturdays a 6unday* . 
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JORDAN-BAHRAUN COOPERATION: His Royal High- 
ness Crown Prince Hassan on Saturday meets with Sheikh 
Salman Ben Hamad Ben Issa A1 KhaKfah, deputy chairman 
of the board of trustees of the Bahraini Research and 
Studies Centre. 

Prince Hassan and Sheikh Salman discussed means of 
enhancing cooperation between the Royal Scientific Society 


(RSS) and the Bahraini centre in economic, cultural and 
scientific Gelds. 

The meeting, which was held at the Royal Court, was 
attended by His Royal Highness Prince Ghazi Ben Moham- 
mad, the King's cultural secretary. Sheikh Salman arrived 
in Amman earlier in the day on a several-day visit to the 
Kingdom (see earlier story on page 3) (Petra photo) 


I raq shows 
reporters 
biological 
facility 

AL HAKAM (R) — Iraq 
took foreign reporters on 
Saturday on a guided tour of 
one of its main biological 
facilities, closely monitored 
by United Nations arms in- 
spectors. 

A 56-metre high tower 
transmitted pictures from 16 
cameras to a U.N. monitor- 
ing centre in Baghdad as 200 
Iraqi workers produced pesti- 
cides and fertilisers. 

The United States charged 
this month that Iraq was 
trying to develop biological 
weapons and the U.N. Spe- 
cial Commission (UNSCOM) 
in charge of disarming Iraq 
under Gulf war ceasefire 
terms said Baghdad might be 
hiding germ warfare capabil- 
ity as it had ndtyet accounted 
for 17 tonnes of “growth 
media." 

The A1 Hakam site’s direc- 
tor, British-trained micro- 
biologist Rihab Taha, said 
the 17 tonnes of material had 
been "imported by the Minis- 
try of Health and used for 
medical purposes.” 

“There is nothing special in 
this site. Nothing serious," 
she said. 

She said while she under- 
stood UNSCOM’s suspi- 
cions, as all biological equip- 
ment could be used for both 
civilian and military pur- 
poses, she saw no reason for 
“such exaggerations.” 

The plant at A1 Hakam, 80 
kilometres south of Baghdad, 
escaped allied bombing dur- 
ing the 1991 Gulf war that 
ended Iraq’s seven-month 
occupation of Kuwait. 

Iraqis now intend to ex- 
pand the facility to produce 
enough animal feed to meet 
the country’s needs estimated 
at two million tonnes a year. 

There were new building 
on the site, some complete 
and others balf-finisbed. 
U.N. cameras are installed 
even in large, recently com- 
pleted halls where chicken- 
feed is produced to ensure no 
illegal activity takes place 
there. 

Under the Gulf war cease- 
fire, Iraq is to be stripped of 
weapons of mass destruction 
and means to produce them. 
The United Nations has also 
to ensure that Iraq will not 
engage in related activiiy in 
the future. 

.Ms. Taha said most of the 
equipment at A1 Hakam was 
manufactured in Iraq after 
the Gulf war. 

The pesticide factory pro- 
duced five tonnes a month, 
she said. 

“We need stirrers mixing 
growth media before we go 
on to hill production and 
these we needed to import 
from abroad but cannot be- 
cause of the embargo," Ms. 
Taha added. 

U.N. inspectors visited the 
18-square- kilometre ate once 
a week, Ms. Taha said. 

Saturday’s tour was the 
first time Iraq allowed fore- 
ign reporters into one of its 
major biological facilities. 

Ms. Taha said Iraq was 
keen to start production of 
single-cell proteins and plans 
were in the pipeline to con- 
struct five units at AI Hakam 
for this purpose. 

The structure for one was 
already complete, she said, 
and machinery and equip- 
ment were under construc- 
tion. 


Arabs, Muslims in U.S. 
condemn blast and bias 


NEW YORK (Agencies) — 
U.S. Muslims, already seen 
by some as suspect in the 
wake of the 1993 World. 
Trade Centre bombing, are 
calling for restraint amid 
fears of mounting anti- 
Islamic sentiment over the 
Oklahoma City bombing. 

As early speculation cen- 
tred on a Mideast connection 
to Wednesday's carbombing, 
Arab-American leaders 
spoke out against rash judg- 
ments and were joined in 
their appeals by President 
Bill Clinton. 

“This is not a question of 
anybody's country of origin,’’ 
Mr. CUnton said Thursday 
after investigators announced 
a massive manhunt for “two 
white males." 

“This was murder... Hu- 
man beings everywhere, all 
over the world, will condemn 
this out of their own religious 
convictions and we should 
not stereotype anybody,” 
Mr. Clinton said. 

As developments in the 
investigation led authorities 
away from the Mideast trail, 
Muslim leaders underscored 
that prejudice in the media 
and among law-enforcement 
officials had fuelled initial 
suspicions. 

“Most of the press took 
immediately for granted that 
the perpetrators came from 
the Middle East,” said Hamzi 
-Moghrabi, president of the 
Arab-American Anti- 
Defamation Committee. 

“This caused panic among 
the Arabs and the Americans 
as well, they view their neigh- 
bour as responsible,” he said, 
adding that death calls had 
been reported against Mus- 
lims in various U.S. cities. 

Mr. Moghrabi, concerned 
by lingering anti-Arab 
perceptions from the trade 
centre bombing that led to 


the conviction of four mili- 
tants, said his organisation 
was among the first to con- 
demn the attack in a move he 
described as “damage con- 
trol.” 

“The Anti-Defamation' 
Committee cautions both 
law-enforcement officials and 
the media against premature, 
and perhaps unfounded, spe- 
culation as to the ethnicity of 
the suspects." the organisa- 
tion said in a statement. 

“We urge the media to the 
circumspect in the coverage 
of this extremely sensitive 
issue," the statement said, 
adding, that there had been 
“unsubstantiated accusations 
in the coverage of the issue." 

Mr. Moghrabi noted that 
Muslim leaders throughout 
the United States have called 
on their communities to don- 
ate blood to the victims of the 
bombing. 

Some six million people of 
the Islamic faith live in the 
United States, according to 
various organisations, with 
some 5,000 in the area of 
Oklahoma City alone. 

A local television station in 
Oklahoma City that was re- 
laying live coverage of the 
bombing aftermath on CNN 
said in the hours following 
the tragedy that two suspects 
of “Middle-Eastern appear- 
ance” were involved, a report 
that was later dismissed as 
false. 

Two Americans of Pakista- 
ni origin were questioned for 
hours by police Thursday in 
Dallas, Texas and a third 
from an unspecified Arab 
country was targetted by au- 
thorities in Oklahoma. 

The three men, who were 
from New York City, were 
released Friday but their 
photos and identities had 
been the source of specula- 


tion in local television and 
press reports here. 

The fact that the men were 
found to have no connection 
with the bombing after ques- 
tioning appeared to be buried 
amid lengthy reports on their 
activities over the past days. 

The Council of Presidents 
of National Arab-American 
Organisations “unequivocal- 
ly” condemned the bombing, 
expressing their “horror and 
disgust at the wanton destruc- 
tion of innocent human life 
caused by this heinous act...” 

Council Chairman Khalil 
E. Jabsban denounced the 
“tendency of the media and 
so-called experts on tenor- 
ism" to speculate that the 
perpetrators were “Middle 
Eastern” in origin, saying the 
American public has not 
been served by such rumours 
and speculation. He praised 
President Clinton and federal 
law enforcement officers for 
their refusal to "participate In 
or encourage irresponsible 
and defamatory specula- 
tion." 

Members of the council are 
extremely concerend at the 
tendency of ‘the media and 
4 >-calied experts on terrorism 
to speculate at the identity of 
the perpetrators of the Okla- 
homa City bombing. Whoev- 
er the guilty parties turn out 
to be, the American public 
has not been served by the 
rumours and speculation that 
the perpetrators were “Mid- 
dle Eastern” in origin. Jah- 
sfaan emphasised that “such 
aspersions constantly rein- 
force stereotypes of Arab 
Americans and Americans 
Muslims and, by implying 
collective guilt, have already 
caused a backlash against the 
Arab and Muslim communi- 
nities throughout the coun- 
try-” . 


U.S. -sought suspect was not 
on controversial flight — report 


BEIRUT (Agencies) — A 
local newspaper said Satur- 
day it had a reporter aboard a 
flight denied landing permis- 
sion in Saudi Arabia on April 
7, but that he did not see 
Imad Mughniyeh among the 
passengers as suggested by a 
U.S. daily. 

The Middle East Airlines 
(MEA) Boeing 707 was on a 
flight from Khartoum, 
Sudan, to Beirut via Jeddah, 
Saudi Arabia. Saudi author- 
ities told the airline, Leba- 
non’s flag carrier, that the 
plane was barred from land- 
ing because of a bureaucratic 
mix-up in paperwork involv- 
ing the flight number. 

But Beirut aviation sources 
said the Saudi decision may 
have been prompted by the 
presence of Sheikh Saeed 
Shaaban, a Lebanese Sunni 
Muslim fundamentalist cler- 
ic, among the passengers. 

On Friday, U.S. officials 
said the Saudi action foiled 
an attempt to arrest a suspect 
wanted in two attacks, in- 
cluding the Oct. 23, 1983, car 
bombing that killed 241 U.S. 
servicemen in Beirut. 

Secretary of State Warren 
Christopher has expressed 
concern to Saudi Arabia, a 
close commercial ally, about 
failure to cooperate with the 
Americans in making the 
arrest (see page 2). 

Sheikh Shaaban has never 
been linked to attacks against 
Americans or Westerners 


during the 1975-90 civil war, 
and the U.S. charges raised 
speculation that someone 
else may have been on the 
MEA flight. 

The Los Angeles Times 

S uoted a Federal Bureau of 
ivestigation (FBI) official as 
saying Mughniyeh was 
aboard and described him as 
‘’the single most dangerous 
terrorist at large today." 

The Saudis have not com- 
mented on the U.S. allega- 
tions. 

Beirut's leftist daily Al 
Safir said Saturday its repor- 
ter “could have recognised a 
person like Mughniyeh from 
bis features, movements and 
security around him even if 
he had used a false name or 
was under a veil among a 
group of Sudanese women 
who were on the plane.’’ 
The reporter “could verify 
that he (Mughniyeh) was not 
on this plane,” it said. 

The newspaper said a de- 
legation of the Iran-backed 
Lebanese Hizbollah, led by 
the group’s deputy leader, 
Naim Qassem, had flown 
from Khartoum to Beirut via 
Damascus, Syria three days 
earlier. 

Leaders of Shiite and Sun- 
ni religious groups and a 
number of clergymen from 
across the Islamic World 
gathered in Khartoum for a 
conference in early April. Al 
Safir said there was never a 
mention of Mughniyeh 


attending the conference. 

Al Safir said 'if the Amer- 
ican information on Mugh- 
niyeh’s presence in Khar- 
toum was correct, then the 
witness is absolutely certain 
that he (Mughniyeh) was not 
on board the flight." 

The Lebanese journalist, 
Fuad Hteit, who covered the 
conference in Khartoum said 
Mughniyeh's name “was not 
mentioned even once" at the 
meetings, strengthening the 
belief he did not attend. 

Mughniyeh was Hizbol- 
lah's security chief at the 
peak of kindappings and 
bombings that targeted 
Americans and other Wester- 
ners in Lebanon in the 1980s. 

In addition to his suspected 
involvement in the suicide 
bombing of the U.S. Marine 
base, Mughniyeh is believed 
to have taken charge of U.S. 
hostages held in the 17-day 
hijacking of TWA Flight 847 
at Beirut airport in June 
1985. 

Mughniyeh rarely appears 
in public. Since the end of the 
1975-90 civil war, he spends 
most of his time in Tehran. 

He could not be identified 
among mourners during a 
Hizbollah-led funeral of his 
younger brother, Fuad, Dec. 
21, in Beirut. 

Fuad Mughniyeh and three 
other people were killed and 
16 wounded in a carbombing 
in a Shiite suburb of Beirut a 
day earlier. 


Jordan, PNA to sign trade 
agreement in early May 


By a Jordan Times Staff Reporter 

AMMAN — Jordan and the 
Palestinian National Author- 
ity (PNA) hope to sign a 
trade agreement in early May 
after the PNA sorts out some 
of the problems it faces in 
implementing the accord. 
Minister of Industry and 
Trade Ali Abul Ragheb said 
Saturday. 

“They (the PNA) are hav- 
ing some problems with the 
Israelis, and they believe that 
they could sort out these 
problems soon,” Mr. Abul 
Ragheb said after talks with 
Ahmad Qouriea, minister of 
economy in the PNA. 

Mr. Abul Ragheb declined 
to discuss the details of the 
“problems,” but said, “they 
have settled some of the 
issues and I think they will be 
able to settle the rest.” 

The minister said Jordan 
had “nothing to do with the 
problems,” and that it was 
purely an Israeli-Palestmian 
affair. 

Jordan and the PNA have 
drawn up a trade agreement 
listing items that will be given 
preferential treatment by 
both sides and those subject 
to taxation, Mr. Abul 
Ragheb confirmed. 

“We hope to sign the 
(Jordan-PNA) trade agree- 
ment in early May, when Mr. 
Qouriea will be back in Am- 
man,” Mr. Abul Ragheb told 
the Jordan Times. 

The Jordan News Agency, 
Petra, reported that Mr. 
Abul Ragheb and Mr. 
Qouriea discussed “obstacles 
impeding the implementation 
of the Jordanian-Palestinian 
agreement on cooperation” 
signed in January. 

It was a reference to a Jan. 
26 accord signed by Prime 
Minister Sharif Zeid Ben 
Shaker and PNA President 
and Palestine Liberation 
Organisation (PLO) Chair- 
man Yasser Arafat setting 
out a broad range of areas of 
cooperation and calling for 
separate agreements in va- 
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rious sectors. 

The trade agreement is 
part of the accords called for 
id the- Jan. 26 document 
Some of the others agree- 
ments have already been 
signed and others are under 
discussion. Some of them 
have already been finalised 
and could be signed in two 
weeks, ‘Palestinian charge 
d'affaires in Amman Omar 
Khatib told the Jordan Times 
on Friday. 

Petra said Mr. Abul 
Ragheb and Mr. Qouriea 
“reviewed all aspects of 
Jordanias-PBiestixitan econo- 
mic cooperation, including 
the means with which the two 
sides seek to implement the 
agreement signed in. Janu- 
ary.” 

They also discussed “im- 
pediments in the exchange of 
goods” between the two 
sides. 

Jordan and the PNA are 
also expected to finalise an 
agreement on transport this 
week. Some of the provisions 
in this accord would comple- 
ment the trade agreement 
since they establish a firm 
framework for .the transport, 
of goods between the two 
sides. 

Mr. Qouriea, who arrived 
here from Cairo, where he 
signed a trade agreement be- 
tween the PNA and the 
Egyptian government on 
Wednesday, was not im- 
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mediately available for com- 
ment. 

Sources familiar with the 
issue said, however, that 
while Jordan and the PNA 
had set out a broad scope for 
cooperation in trade, terms in 
a similar agreement signed by 
the PLO and Israel in April 
1994 limit Jordanian exports 
to the Palestinian territories 
to certain items. 

The accord effectively 
maintains tire status of the 
West Bank -and Gaza as a 
closed market for all except 
Israel. It lists definite items 
that the Palestinians can im- 
port from non-Israeli sources 
and also Palestinian goods 
that could be sent to the 
Israeli market. 

The West Bank and Gaza 
Strip represents an annual 
$1.5 billion to $2 billion mar- 
ket for Israeli products. 

PNA officials say the PLO 
agreed to the Israeli-imposed 
limitations because the 
accord also gave the Palesti- 
nians limited economic and 
monetary freedoms such as 
permission to establish a 
Palestinian monetary author- 
ity and issue Palestinian cur- 
rency. 

However, these freedoms 
— political symbols of 
Palestinian independence — 
have not yielded much in real 
terms for the Palestinian self- 
rule authority. 


Libya tells 
U.N. no 
permission 
needed for 
Haj flights 

UNITED NATIONS (R) — 
Libya has told the chairman 
of a Security Council sane-, 
tions committee on Friday 
that the pilgrimage to Mecca 
(Haj) was a religious matter 
which did not require any- 
one’s permission. 

“We should obey our God 
without permission from any- 
body ... it is not an intern- 
tional matter, it is a matter of 
religion," Libyan U.N. envoy 
Mohammad Azwai said. 

“Any interference with this 
matter of religion would not 
be agreeable to any Mus- 
lims.” 

Mr. Azwai said he gave 
this response to Sanctions 
Committee Chairman Karel 
Kovanda of the Czech Re- 
public when he asked abont 
reports that a Libyan airliner 
flew pilgrims to Jeddah ear- 
lier this week in defiance of 
U.N. sanctions. 

The sanctions, which in- 
clude a ban on flights to and 
from Libya, were imposed in 
1992 because of its failure to 
surrender for trial two men 
indicated in the United States 
and Britain for the 1988 
bombing of Pan Am Flight 
103 over Lockerbie, Scot- 
land, which killed 270 peo- 
ple. 

The Sanctions Committee 
on Wednesday gave permis- 
sion for Egyptair to conduct 
45 return flights from Tripoli 
and Benghazi to Jeddah for 
Libyans making the Haj. But 
before those flights got under 
way. a Libyan airliner, in 
defiance of the U.N. ban,, 
flew about 150 pilgrims to 
Jeddah. 

Mr. Azwai told questioners 
he did not know whether any 
further flights by Libyan 
planes would take place. 

Mr. Kovanda told repor- 
ters later he got the impress- 
ion from the Libyan ambassa- 
dor that, in view of the Egyp- 
tian shuttle, “there is no need 
for other (Libyan) flights.” 

Asked if Libya ran the risk 
of additional sanctions if it 
organised further flights us- 
ing its own airliners, Mr. 
Kovanda said: '‘Even with 
the one flight with which they 
did fly in the face of the 
Security Council, they are at 
risk of further measures 
being taken, needless to 
say-” 

See related stories on page 2 
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6 dead, 14 injured In floods In Iran 

TEHRAN (AFP) — Six people died and 14 others were 
injured in floods m the Mashhad region of northeast Iran, 
state radio reported Saturday. Another three people are 
missing after tire floods Friday, which were caused by 
torrential rain over northern Iran. The victims were all 
picnicking near Mashhad in the north of Khorasan province 
when the floods started, Tehran radio said. 

Earthquake jolts southern Iran 

NICOSIA (AP) — A strong earthquake rocked two 
Gulf-side provinces in southern Iran early Saturday, the 
Islamic Republic News Agency reported. There were no 
immediate reports of casualties or damage in the 4:55 a.m. 
(0025 GMT) quake, said the agency. It said the tremor had 
a preliminary magnitude of 5.4. It shook the southern and 
southwestern provinces of Bushehr and Khuzcstan. The 
geophysics institute of Tehran University located the 
epicentre of the quake near Behbahan, 650 kilometres 
south of Tehran. In January, an earthquake with a 
preliminary magnitude of 5.1 jolted the southern town of 
Fin, injuring 11 people and severely damaging some 
buildings. Iran is exceedingly quake-prone. Hundreds of 
moderate tremors are reported each year. 

Israeli Labour Party leader in China 

SHANGHAI (AFP) — Huang Ju. a member of the 
Political bureau of tire Central Committee of the Commun- 
ist Party of China (CPC), met with Israeli Labour Party 
leader Nissira Zvfli here Friday, Xinhua said. The Israelis 
arrived in China on April 18 at the CPC’s invitation. 
During the meeting, the two sides exchanged views on 
relations between the CPC and the Israeli Labour Party, 
and issues of mutual concern, the official news agency said. 
During their stay here, the Israeli group toured the 
Baoshan Steel Works Group and the Pudong News Area, 
jmd went sightseeing on the Hoangpu River. 

Egyptian says cat told lilm to kill 

CAIRO (AFP) — An Egyptian bedouin who murdered 
three of his children said he was acting under orders from a: 
black cat which appeared to him in a dream, the daily 
Al-Wafd reported Saturday. Gomma Salama, 47, a noma- 
dic shepherd from .the northern Sinai, strangled his 
13-years-oId son Selim and his seven-year-old daughter 
Salima with the girl’s shawl after chasing them across the 
desert. He then killed another son Salem, eight, with the 
spear the boy used for hunting birds. Salama’s two other 
sons escaped death, one by hiding m the desert and the 
other by staying in the house with his mother. Salama hid 
the bodies before giving himself up to police. He told 
officers he had been visited in his dreams by a black cat 
which tried to strangle him and ordered him to murder his 
children. His wife Aziza Abdel Al, 30, said he had suffered 
hallucinations and fits of bad temper for years during which 
he physically abused his children. 

35 years of married silence in Turkey 

ANKARA (AFP) — A Turkish couple in their 80s have 
been fending with each other for 35 years. Yet they still 
"Share the same house they have lived in since their forced 
marriage 64 years ago, the Turkish Anatolia News Agency 
reported on Saturday. The couple’s marriage was arranged 
by their families, in the northern province of Samsun. But 
the trouble started in 1960 when the wife Hediye, now 82, 
decided she had “had enough.” She refused to speak 
another word to husband Meat, 85, m the home where 
they had raised seven children. The couple decided not to 
divorce, because of the tradrtioos in their little village of 
Bafra. (Divorce is not approved of in the traditional 
communities in Turkey). So they lived in the same house 
but in different rooms, even taking their meals separately. 
All efforts, at reconciliation, by their children and 17 
grandchildren, by everyone from the mayor to the mufti 
were in vain. 



Queen confers 
honour on 
Thatcher Hillary 

LONDON (R) — Queen Eli- 
zabeth Saturday appointed 
former British premier Baro- 
ness Thatcher and New Zea- 
land’s Sir Edmund Hillary, 
first conqueror of Mount 
Everest, to the Order of the 
Garter. Appointments to the 
Order of the Garter, the 
senior order of chivalry, are 
entirely in the personal gift of 
the queen and are not made 
on tire, advice of the prime, 
minister of the day. Other 
former prime ministers 
appointed to the Garter in- 
clude Sir Winston Churchill. 
Earl Attlee, Lord Wilson, 
Lord Callaghan and Sir Ed- 
ward Heath, according to 
Buckingham Palace, which 
made the announcement 
Saturday. New Zea'anders 
who have been made Knights 
Companion of the Order of 
the Garter include the late 
marshal of the .Royal Air 
Force Lord El worthy and for- ; 
mer New Zealand Prime 
Minister Sir Keith Holyoake. 

Yeltsin is in 
good health 
for his age 

MOSCOW (AP) — With a 
U.S. -Russian summit three 
weeks away and fresh 
rumours about his health 
sprouting like spring weeds, 
{resident Boris Yeltsin's 
spokesman said his boss was 
in “good” shape. The Krem- 
lin’s latest bulletin on Mr. 
Yeltsin’s health came just 
days after the 64-year-old 
leader returned from a three- 
week mountain and beach 
holiday in southern Russian. 
Mr. Yeltsin has looked un- 
well in public on several occa- 
sions tins year, and world 
leaders increasingly are wor- 
ried about his health and 
political future at a time 
when Russia is acting aggres- 
sive and inflexible. Sergei 
Medvedev, Mr. Yeltsin’s 
press spokesperson, said his 
statement made Friday to 
Russian news agencies was/ 
himed at dispelling rumours 
and inventions about the 
president’s well being. “Doc- 
tors of the president conclude 
at present the state of health 
of Boris Yeltsin is good,” the 
statement said. “It allows 
him to retain physical activity 
corresponding to bis age." 
While on vacation, Mr. Yelt- 
sin played tennis, one of his 
favourite sports. During a 
February visit to the Kazakh 
capital of Alma Ata he bad to 
be supported by aides while 
climbing the stairs to a con- 
ference hall. 


Cripple abused 
2,000 children 

VIENNA (AFP) — A 68- 
year-old handicapped man 
sexually abused 2,000 chil- 
dren including two toddlers, 
over a period of 18 years at 
his hometown of Krems 
northwest of Vienna, the dai- 
ly Die Presse reported Satur- 
day. A police spokesman in 
Krems, 70 kilometres (45 
miles) from the capital, coo- 
firmed the report and said 
Johann Fuchs had recently 
been sent to jail. His victims 
included a 17-month-old girl 
and a two-year-old boy. 
Fuchs, who liyed alone and 
walked with crutches after 
being crippled in his youth by 
poliomyelitis, used to hang 
around Krems Railway Sta- 
tion where he would befriend 
children and give them 
money. He would then entice 
them to his house -where he 
offered them more money for 
sex. Die Presse said. 

Deng’s 

calligraphy 
appears 
on biography 


BEIJING (AFP) — Chinese 
patriarch Deng Xiaoping, 
who has not appeared in pub- 
lic for a year, recently pro- 
vided the title calligraphy for 
a biography of Marshall Ye 
Jianying, a Communist milit- 
ary hero, major newspaper 
reported in front page stone 
Friday. The articles (fid no 
say. when the 90-year-ol< 
Deng provided the calligra 
phy. Mr. Deng’s last puErtn 
appearance was in Februarj 
1994 and reports of his do 
dining health have led tc 
speculation that he is neai 
death. President Xiang. 
Zemin, Mr. Deng’s ap pare n t 
heir, held a seminar to mar? 
the book's publication and 
esed the occasion .to warn 
Comm unist Party and armed 
forces leaders against fuelling 
faction rivalries. 






